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Mexicans under the U.S. Immigration Act of 1924
—Mexican Quota Debate and Border Control Policy
in the 1920s

(Summary,

Oda, Yuki

Immigration from Mexico increased rapidly since the late 19th century, and the 1920s saw
a heated discussion on admission of Mexican immigrants and laborers. Under the U.S.
Immigration Act of 1924, unlike those from Europe or Asia, immigrants from the Western
Hemisphere were exempted from numerical restriction until 1965. Various bills proposed
quota on Mexico in the late 1920s, but they failed to pass, and Mexican immigration came to
be regulated by administrative measures.

As far as numerical restriction was concerned, the views of the pro-quota group and the
anti-group had little in common. However, in discussing how to admit Mexican immigrants and
laborers, the issue of border control came to gather attention, with both groups emphasizing
the defect in border control over the vast U.S.-Mexico border.

The arguments of the pro-quota group often had a negative connotation to Mexican
immigrants as a whole, and the criticism on the mode of entry was interweaved in the demand
for restricting Mexican immigration in general. On the other hand, the anti-quota group drew
a clear distinction between the two issues. Through the debate, the reinforcement of border
control was gradually developed, which was in fact the only policy on which both groups

reached a certain agreement.





