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George Bush’s Vision of a Multicultural America and Why It Failed

In the original vision of Karl
Rove and George Bush, the new
and permanent Republican electoral
majority was to emerge only in part
from the relentless mobilization of
conservatives and their moderate

Gary Gerstle
(Vanderbilt University)

allies. It was also to emerge from the
Republican Party’s success in peeling
significant percentages of voters
away from traditional Democratic
constituencies, most notably Hispanics
and, even to some degree, African
Americans. Bush had done well
with Hispanics in Texas during his
successful races for the governorship in
the 1990s. By 2004 Bush had doubled
the Republican portion of the Hispanic
presidential vote to 40 percent from
the 20 percent that Robert Dole had
achieved in 1996. Success did not
require winning majorities of either of
the two principal minority groups. If
the Republicans could consistently win
40 to 45 percent of the Hispanic vote
and 25 to 30 percent of the African
American vote, then the party could

declare its minority strategy a success
and use it to establish what it most
wanted—a permanent Republican
majority.

Bush and Rove believed that
they offered groups of minority voters
reason to rethink their traditional
hostility to the Republican Party. On
questions of immigration and diversity,
Bush was worlds apart from Patrick
Buchanan and the social conservative
wing of the Republican Party that
wanted to restore America to its
imagined Anglo-Saxon and Anglo-
Celtic glory. Bush wanted relatively
open borders with Mexico and a road
to citizenship for “illegal aliens.”
Bush was comfortable with diversity,
bilingualism, and cultural pluralism,
as long as members of America’s



CPAS Newsletter

Vol.7 No.2

ethnic and racial subcultures shared his
patriotism, religious faith, and political
conservatism. He became the first
president in U.S. history to appoint a
black man and a black woman to the
position of Secretary of State, and to
make a Hispanic Attorney General.
During a time in which the United
States was at war and Europe was
exploding with tension and violence
over Islam, Bush played a positive role
in keeping inter-ethnic and inter-racial
relations in the United States relatively
calm. During his presidency, too, the
U.S. military continued to burnish its
reputation as the most successfully
integrated institution in America, at the
level both of enlisted men and women
and of the top brass. Generals with
names such as Shinseki, Abizaid, and
Sanchez rose to prominence during the
years when Bush was Commander in
Chief.

In regard to the two issues for
which Bush stood to suffer most at
the hands of minority voters—his
antagonism to the welfare state and to
affirmative action—he and his advisors
launched new policies to convince
African Americans and Hispanics that
Republicans were concerned about
underlying issues of poverty, education,
and jobs. The Republicans would
deliver welfare through private rather
than public institutions (churches
in particular) and improve minority
education (and then success in the
work force) through “No Child Left
Behind” and “school choice.” Because
of its scale and boldness, the “No Child
Left Behind” program is likely to be
regarded as the most significant social
policy initiative of the Bush years.
Rather than promote racial equality
through affirmative action, which
conservatives have decried as the
promotion of the unqualified, No Child
Left Behind holds schools responsible
for ensuring that all students and
faculty reached satisfactory levels of
competence. It is arguably the most
ambitious public school initiative ever
sponsored by the federal government
and it is currently convulsing education
at all levels, from the first grade
through the public universities.

Whatever one thinks about the

particulars of this Bush program, it
has a coherence that liberal critics
of the administration have too often
overlooked. It promised immigrants
tolerance and opportunity and African
Americans achievement. It sought
to appeal to the religiosity and social
conservatism of many Hispanics and
African Americans. Its preference for
delivering welfare through churches
rather than government agencies was
calculated in part to resonate among
minority communities in which
churches play an important role.
Yet, as the election returns of 2006
reveal, the Bush program has failed to
sustain increased levels of support for
Republicans among minority voters.
The causes of failure are multiple,
but one cause seems particularly
important: the Republican contempt for
government. This contempt manifested
itself first in an unwillingness to
be bound by laws, such as election
laws, that stood in the path of the
Republicans’ quest for electoral power.
Thus in both 2000 and 2004, the
Republican Party engaged in systematic
efforts in a number of key states—
most notably Florida in 2000 and
Ohio in 2004—to disenfranchise black
voters. The Republicans’ contempt for
government also manifested itself in
their refusal to take seriously the state's
most fundamental duty: to provide for
the people’s safety, the preservation
of law and order, and the protection
of property. Many Republicans had
become so enamored of an extreme
version of free market ideology—one
that declared that the market could
solve all problems and the government
none—that they became surprisingly
cavalier about essential tasks of
public administration. Republicans
filled countless government posts
with individuals whose principal
qualification seemed to be their party
loyalty or their ability to channel
public money into the pockets of
private contractors. Republicans even
pursued this “appointments policy” in
critical government agencies charged
with rebuilding Iraq and in the Federal
Emergency Management Agency. In
both cases the results were catastrophic.
In Iraq, the U.S. failed repeatedly

to protect the lives and security of
the Iraqi people. At home, FEMA,
under the direction of the political
appointee Mike Brown, proved to
be spectacularly inept in its response
to the Katrina hurricane, allowing a
great American city, and its African
American majority, to descend into
disaster.

The ineptitude and failure in Iraq
and New Orleans became apparent
at roughly the same time—fall 2005
—and changed the tenor of politics
in the United States, among whites
as well as blacks. Among blacks,
already angered by the Republican
Party’s machinations to keep them from
voting, the government’s ineptitude
in New Orleans evoked memories
of a longstanding racist tradition in
American life: that black life was
cheap and not worth saving. Whatever
gains the Republican Party had made
with African Americans vanished, and
it would be beyond Bush’s power to
repair the damage.

The crises of fall 2005 did not
affect the Hispanic community in
the same adverse way. Indeed there
are indications that, since Katrina,
Hispanics have been moving to
New Orleans in large numbers to
take advantage of the work that
reconstruction projects there have
made available. With this group,
Bush thought he still had a chance to
advance his minority strategy, and his
principal way of doing so was through
immigration reform. The issue had
been simmering in American politics
for some time owing to the dramatic
growth in Hispanic settlement in
the U.S. and to the large number of
Hispanic immigrants who entered the
country illegally.

Bush believed that his
administration could craft an
immigration bill that, on the one hand,
allowed the United States to regain
control of its southwest border and
that, on the other, humanely offered
the millions of illegal Mexicans in the
United States a path toward legality and
citizenship. But Bush, unexpectedly,
was outflanked on the right by
socially conservative Republicans
in the House of Representatives
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who, in Katrina's wake, seized on
immigration as an issue to mobilize
an increasingly disheartened white
Republican base. In December 2006
Republicans pushed through the
House a draconian anti-immigrant
bill that made illegal entry into the
United States a felony punishable by
imprisonment. Hispanics reacted with
fury and launched an immigrant rights
protest movement that brought millions
into the streets in spring 2006. In its
breadth, intensity, and public militancy,
this movement had no precedent in
American history. It impelled the
Senate to block the House immigration
bill from passing Congress. But neither
the Senate nor Bush could persuade
the House Republican hardliners
to line up behind a more humane
immigration reform package. With the
House legislation still in play, Hispanic
voters punished the Republicans in the
November 2006 elections by casting
most of their ballots for Democrats.

The Bush-Rove strategy for increasing
the Hispanic Republican vote now lay
in tatters too.

Can it be revived? Perhaps not,
especially if the Supreme Court in the
next year or two declares affirmative
action to be unconstitutional. But
Democrats would do well to take note
of Bush’s past success with Hispanics,
and to interpret it as meaning that
minority votes may not always be a
monopoly of liberals and the left.
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Globalisation and
Tradition: Halloween
Compared

Stephen Alomes
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Associate Professor Stephen Alomes
of Deakin University, Melbourne, the first
CPAS visiting Professor of Australian
Studies in 2000-01, presented the CPAS
seminar paper, ‘Globalisation and
Tradition: Halloween in France, Australia
and Japan' to a large and interested
audience.

In this research I explored
comparatively the experience of
Halloween in three societies, Australia,
France and Japan.

Having noted its European origins, the
study addressed the spread of ‘American’
Halloween in recent decades and debates
over globalisation, Americanisation,
and creolisation. The analysis also took
account of older fundamentals including
tradition, the seasons, attitudes to death
and the new world of marketing.

I discovered several paradoxes.
Halloween, which the French newspaper
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Libération called ‘un coup de marketing ,
a mere marketing campaign, has had
surprising appeal in France. Decorated
Halloween-themed foods and autumnal
Halloween store window displays
contrast with more clichéd Halloween
selling — witches’ hats, decorative
artificial pumpkins and theme parties at
cosmopolitan pubs and bars. Halloween
happens just before the French festival
of Toussaint (All Saints Day) when the
French traditionally remember their past
family members and place white or yellow
flowers on graves and at a time of year,
autumn, when the dark nights of winter
are appearing. Halloween has been partly
reinvented as a creolised or hybridised
French festival, along with the predictable
advertising and marketing hype.

(Continued on page 15)
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“U.S. Cultural Diplomacy
in Asia: Strategy and
Practice”
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Chair: Yasuo Endo (University of Tokyo)
Panelists:
Susan Smulyan (Brown University)
“Using Hollywood Films to Teach
Democracy: SCAP Film Policy in
Occupied Japan”
Fumiko Fujita (Tsuda College)
“US Cultural Diplomacy toward Japan
during the Cold War”
Thomas Zeiler

(University of Colorado, Boulder)
“Baseball Ambassadors and
Globalization”
Discussant: Masako Notoji

(University of Tokyo)

Discussion
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Imperial Alternatives:
Pacific Interventions
and America’'s Rise
to Global Power
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Soft Cities: Software
and the Remaking of the
North American City

CPAS seminar with Rob Kitchin
Yoko Tsukuda

What is space? This is the question
for which many geographers have
been seeking the answer since the
“cultural turn” occurred in the new
theorization of human geography. In
his seminar held at the Center for
Pacific and American Studies at the
University of Tokyo on October 6,
20006, Professor Rob Kitchin discussed
a new way of seeing contemporary

7
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American cities through the relationship
between software (code) and space.
He is a Professor in the Department
of Geography and Director of the
National Institute for Regional and
Spatial Analysis at the National
University of Ireland, Maynooth.
Professor Kitchin's major publications
include Mapping Cyberspace
(2000), Thinking Geographically:
Space, Theory and Contemporary
Human Geography (2002), and
Understanding Contemporary Ireland
(2007), to mention just a few. He is
also Managing Editor of Social and
Cultural Geography and serves on the
editorial boards of many other academic
journals.

Professor Kitchin argued
that software has become a more
important component in understanding
contemporary American cities and
city life and that “American cities
are becoming ‘soft cities.”” Spaces
constitutive of city life (e.g. home,
workplace, shopping centers) are
becoming more and more dependent
on computer-automated systems run
by software (code). Most of us do not
understand how they function, but
software is necessary for much of the
basic underpinnings of city life such
as transportation, communication,
and consumption. In other words,
code produces spaces constitutive
of contemporary city life. Professor
Kitchin calls these spaces “code/space.”

Let’s take a closer look at the
daily practices of an ordinary person
living in the city. You are probably
woken up by a digital alarm clock
and go to your workplace by public
transportation. The building where you
work is full of codes: you use card keys
to enter rooms where there is restricted
access, lights and air conditioning are
automatically turned on and off, and
in the restrooms the water for washing
hands and flushing the toilet is also
automatic. You use personal computers
for work, and telephones and e-mail for
communication. In shopping centers,

prices of goods are checked by reading
barcodes and credit cards are used for
payment. At home, you cook dinner by
using gas or electricity, or sometimes
the microwave.

Each daily practice stated above
is not possible without the normal
functioning of code, of course.
However, more importantly, it is code
that produces spaces such as the home,
the workplace, public transportation,
and shopping centers, which are
constitutive of contemporary city life.
Digital alarm clocks, microwaves, and
PCs are “coded objects,” which are
“non-networked objects that use code
to function or permanently store digital
data which cannot be accessed without
software.” All utility infrastructures
(e.g. water, gas, electricity, and
telecommunications) and money
transactions like using credit cards are
now “coded infrastructures” in that
they are controlled and managed by a
“Coded
infrastructures’ are maintained by

computer-networked system.

“coded processes.” For example, to use
credit cards, the card holder's credit
history, bank account, and information
are verified through networked
databases. Home, buildings, public
transportation, shopping centers, and
airports are “coded assemblages,”
which are constituted by multiple
“coded infrastructures.” For example,
software enables home to be home by
controlling and managing all utilities,
databases for banks, taxation, postal
service, etc. Imagine what would
happen to these “code/spaces” if
code stopped functioning. If trains
stopped, the stations would stop being
stations; they would become just spaces
where people who would have been
passengers would instead complain and
might end up taking a rest. If barcode
readers stopped working, shopping
centers would become just warehouses
unless the employees could manually
handle each payment. In this way, code
and space have a “dyadic” relationship
in contemporary cities.

Professor Kitchin's approach
towards code and space offered the
audience a new conceptualization of
“Code
and space” is a key concept for thinking

space in the field of geography.

about today’s American society.
Moreover, “soft cities” exist not only
in America but also in other cities of
the world. So, how are code/spaces
in America different from those in
other nations? Such a comparative
approach will help us understand how
and why America has grown into
the world hegemon today. Professor
Kitchin’s work will no doubt continue
to show us new aspects of cities in this
rapidly changing world in the era of
globalization.

(Yoko Tsukuda : HUEURS K A:PE)

Transnational Lives:
Glocalized Resistance
among Naturalized
Chinese Americans
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Japanese American
Resettlement: Through
the Lens
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CPAS Seminar [CEET
Lane Ryo Hirabayashi

I greatly appreciated the

opportunity to give a talk on my book
manuscript in progress, tentatively titled
“Japanese American Resettlement:
Through the Lens”
Pacific and American Studies, University

at the Center for

of Tokyo. Since the talk was unscripted,
I've asked Professor Notoji for the
opportunity to add some thoughts.

I'll start by re-emphasizing how much

various on-line web sites have done to
stimulate the circulation of the war-time
photographs of Japanese Americans. In
particular, the complementary collections
that are available on JARDA [ <http:/
/jarda.cdlib.org> ] and the California's
“Digital Library” project [ <http://
www.oac.cdlib.org/> | are easy to use and
thus very suitable for students, scholars,
and members of the general public.

Further bibliographic work,
however, indicate that there is very
little published literature about how,
why, and by exactly whom, most of
these photographs were generated.
What scholarship exists revolves
mostly around select artists such as D
Lange, A. Adams, and T. Miyatake.
Most commentary revolves around the
aesthetic dimensions of each individual
photographer's shots.

My intention with “Japanese
American Resettlement Through
the Lens” is to focus on the WRA's
resettlement photographs taken
largely between 1943 and 1945. This
time frame entails an “institutional”
approach to the JA war photographs,
insofar as the mission, the method of
production, selection, and distribution
of these shots were all carried out under
explicit directives issued by the War
Relocation Authority. Here, I have also
highlighted the work and commentary
of Hikaru Iwasaki--the only full-time
WRA photographer who is still alive.

At the end of the day, this approach
allows a clearer understanding of the
inherent strengths and weaknesses of
thel17,000 plus WRA photographs
that are presently held in the National
Archives and Records Administration.
This is because, although we can
discern differences in the styles of
individual photographers, the discussion
of the politics and aesthetics of
individual artists tends to disguise the
extent to which the War Relocation
Authority's goals very much determined
the images available to us in the
archives and now on-line.

Although I have studied the
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resettlement photos taken between
1943 and 1945 as a way to illustrate
the benefits of an institutional approach
to the study of the images, there are
plenty of other research opportunities
that remain. One is to research the
trajectories of the different WRA
photographers that led them into
this work. There are a number of
different and distinctive paths at
play here including the independent
photographers (e.g., Ansel Adams;
Toyo Miyatake); the initial employees
hired by the WRA (e.g., Dorothea
Lange; Russell Lee, both of whom
worked for Roy Stryker in the Farm
Security Administration during the
1930s); the “reports officers” who
worked in specific WRA camps (e.g.,
Joe McClelland, the Reports Officer
at Camp Amache in Colorado); and
the WRA's Photographic Unit staff
(e.g., Tom Parker; Hikaru Iwasaki)
who worked out of Denver, Colorado,
between 1943 and 1945.

My final thought is for those
of you who teach. I have found that
students are fascinated by the WRA
photos, and that they are especially
willing to engage in primary research
with these still images. With a bit
of background and guidance, the
on-line sites I have listed above are a
tremendous resource that we should
take advantage of in and for our
classes in American history, and about
the Japanese and Asian American
experience.

(Lane Ryo Hirabayashi: UCLA)

Divided Allegiances:
American College Life
and the Children of Im-
migrants
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Supplanting Societies: A New
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World History
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Globalisation and
Tradition; Halloween
Compared

Stephen Alomes

(Continued form page 4)

Australia, saturated with American
film and television and US fast food
chains, is a more American-influenced
society than France. Therefore, Halloween
should have been stronger. However, as
Australia moves onto daylight saving,
as stores advertise spring and summer
products, and in a ‘young society which
perhaps focuses less on death, Halloween
has a weak media and public presence.
In Melbourne, which the Australian
research concentrated on, Melbourne
Cup Day, the horse race that ‘stops a
nation’ and happens on the first Tuesday
in November, is bigger in the media and
in the commercial lunch, dinner and party
agenda than Halloween.

However, perhaps my analysis,
developed in the study in the book I edited,
Islands in the Stream: Australia and Japan
Face Globalisation (Maribyrnong Press,
www.maribyrnongpress.org.au), was wrong.

Perhaps I had underestimated the
power of Halloween as a suburban guerrilla
phenomenon. While store catalogues
were almost 100% Halloween free, two
page spreads of ‘lollies’ (confectionery)
for sale, in the two major national chain

supermarket catalogues suggested that
Halloween was alive and well in the
streets of the suburbs. Supported by two
Trojan Horses, primary schoolteachers
and librarians, who celebrated Halloween
along with many multicultural festivals,
and the virtual Trojan Horse of television,
Halloween had surrounded the cities as
guerrillas are wont to do. Young children,
taken by their mothers, doorknocked in
Trick or Treat, although often neither they
nor the doorknockees knew what it was
about— except for ‘Please give me lollies .
That uncertainty and ignorance was also
found in France and Japan.

However, is the progression of
Halloween linear, appealing to theorists of
the inevitable elaboration of globalisation,

‘uniformisation’ (the French word) and
‘Americanisation . Or is it cyclical?

In Japan, Halloween had grown
stronger in recent years, expanding beyond
expatriate and ‘international’ areas,
while in France it had retreated. By the
mid-2000s mini-pumpkin presentations,
with a strong Japanese decorative style,
featured in some Metro stations and on
the sets of breakfast TV programs. Yet,
surveyed Japanese university students,
shared the same ambivalence about a

‘foreign’ festival as French, and to a
lesser extent, Australian, students. While
many rejected an imposed foreign tradition
others were members of the ‘party party’
— Tsupport every kind of party.

Was Halloween then just a marketing
phenomenon, diffused through Hollywood

films, the different Disneylands and
travelling Americans from the late 20"
century? Would it continue to take over
the world, gradually? After all it was
also rising in other European countries,
including Germany.

Or had Halloween in early 2000s
France been at the peak of its marketing
cycle? Would it decline and disappear,
perhaps to be revived later, as with the
mini-skirt and the yo yo? Was that cycle
at an ‘earlier stage in Australia and even
more recent in Japan?

Or were other factors at work: the
French and international reaction against
George W. Bush's unilateralism and the
American-led invasion of Iraq (in which
Australia participated — and now Australian
soldiers provide security for Japanese SDF
engineers in the reconstruction process)?

Although a contemporary cultural
historian, sometimes I have to don the
historian’s rather than the prophet’s hat
in answering the question of whether
Halloween was a cyclical moment or part
of the linear development of globalisation.
I have to conclude that ‘only time will
tell .

e The research is ongoing. Please
forward thoughts, references or
evidence, regarding Halloween
and other ‘marketing festivals’
to: alomes@deakin.edu.au

(Stephen Alomes: Deakin University,
2000-01 CPAS Visiting Professor)
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(University of Colorado, Boulder)
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Rethinking of American Studies in Japan in a
Global Age. Tokyo, 11 March 2006.

«J 4>k “Trans-Pacific and Trans-Atlantic Perspectives,”

18

Framing American Studies in Trans-Pacific Perspectives.
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