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Putting the United States into Global History

History, I believe, is a contextual
discipline. That is to say a discipline
that explains social change by locating

Thomas Bender
(New York University)

it in its temporal and spatial contexts.
With the professionalization of history
as an academic discipline in the era of
the making of modern nation-states, the
nation-state was given the odd status
of being at once the object of history
and its context. This understanding
was and is common to lay persons as
well as historians. For example, the
distinguished philosopher Richard
Rorty observes in his Achieving Our
Country(1999), that America needs
no frame beyond itself. By extending
the context of United States history
to its actual global limits, we enrich
that history and gain access to more
compelling explanations of the course

N

of its history.

Global history and American
history are coterminous, products
of the same set of events. What
we conventionally call the “age of
discovery” misplaces what was actually
discovered. It was not America, or
the western hemisphere, nor was it
the European discovery of the New
World. The great event of the era was
the discovery that the ocean was not a
barrier surrounding the Afro-Eurasian
land-mass. Rather it was a connector
of continents, making the world and
globe one, and creating a new world
for all peoples, now connected to all
continents for the first time.
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This event, which Adam Smith
called the most important event in
human history, frames the beginning
of American history, and the economic
foundations of the western hemisphere
were in the long-distance, even global
trade that became possible. First with
gold and, especially, silver, and later
with sugar, tobacco, and coffee, the
global economy, the Pacific as well
as the Atlantic Ocean, sustained the
colonizing project in the Americas
and enriched Europe. Central to
that development was “plantation
slavery,” and in fact more Africans
than Europeans made the Atlantic
transit before 1800. Within this larger
frame, the band of Pilgrims who, in
Daniel Webster's myth-making telling,
founded America, nearly vanish.

Not only the founding, but all
the major events of American history
look different when considered from
a transnational and global perspective.
The American Revolution, as
James Madison pointed out in the
Constitutional Convention, achieved its
freedom because of the ‘Great War,
a global conflict between France and
England running from 1689 to 1815,
and if the war brought France in as a
decisive ally, American independence
was not practically achieved until
that global war ended. The context of
the Civil War was the contemporary
movement of liberal nationalism, which
originated in the European Revolutions
of 1848 and pointed toward the making
of modern nation-states. As in the U.S.,
these movements linked nationalism,
freedom, and economic development
as well as raising the difficult question
of the right mix of centralized and local
authority. From Germany, Italy, and
Japan to the U.S. and Argentina modern
nation-states were being formed
with new calibrations of the relations
between central and local authority.

A generation later, the
challenges posed by urbanization
and industrialization were global in
extent. There was an international
conversation about the various ways
to limit or manage the insecurities

that came in the wake of these
transformations. The United States
and Japan were heavily influenced
by the German historical school
of economics in their move away
from laissez faire liberalism, while
France and Latin America grasped the
importance of social interdependence
by way of Positivism. Out of a
combination of local circumstances
and the international circulation of
reform ideas a social politics and the
modern welfare state emerged. The
point is not that everywhere the results
were the same. They were not. The
configuration of welfare states differed,
and the national paths into and through
the 1930s and 1940s ranged across the
political spectrum, from communism to
fascism. Yet they were addressing the
same issues with some common ideas,
even as the results were shaped by local
politics. In Russia and Latin America,
for example, the landed classes
opposed reform, while in the United
States it was business that stood against
social policy.

The revision of American
historical writing that I am pressing
—a global and transnational framing
of American history—shows both a
common history and many distinctive
histories. As such it undercuts the
American notion of exceptionalism,
which tends to treat the rest of the
world as a single “other,” the non-
America. But in fact within a
common history there are a spectrum
of differences that invite comparison
and contrast. There can be no
exceptionalism if there is diversity and
uniqueness rather than a single norm
against which either the U.S. or the
world is judged.

Such a framing of American
history such as I have here sketched
raises questions about the role of
history and its constituency. It
remains, I think, a discipline with both
a scientific agenda (understandings
of change over time) and a civic
discipline, helping to form citizens.
But the citizens formed by a less
parochial history will be more

cosmopolitan, at once humble citizens
of the world and proud Americans.

It will also better fulfill an ethical
responsibility articulated by the
anthropologist Clifford Geertz:

To see ourselves as others see us
can be eye-opening. To see others as
sharing a nature with ourselves is the
merest decency. But it is from the far
more difficult achievement of seeing
ourselves among others, as a local
example of the forms of human life
locally taken, a case among cases, a
world among worlds, that the largeness
of mind, without which objectivity
is self-congratulation and tolerance a
sham, comes.
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Beaches, Flags,
and Australian
Multiculturalism
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Sex and Marriage in Japan
and Australia: Comparing
Young People’ s Attitudes
to Sharing Housework

and Making Reproductive
Decisions
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Framing American Studies
in Trans-Pacific Perspective
“Island World: Hawai i and

the United States’
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Mapping Civilization: Temperate
Workers, Tropical Savages, and
the Labour of Empire, 1898-1920
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Henry Ward Begcher' s Abolitionist
Performances; Slave “Auctions’
at Plymouth Church in Brooklyn,
1848-1860
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Race-Making and Colonial
Violence in the U.S. Empire:
The Philippine-American
\War as Race War

K= TLM1~v— ®IF—8NMEE

FHW

20064E6 H20H, 7 A V) 4 K5
try—IZC YarX-RkTFUR
REBRFHEID RV - 7L< —
(Paul Kramer) #(3%% M 2 T, “Race-Making
and Colonial Violence in the U.S. Empire: The
Philippine-American War as Race War” & j#
Shict I F—2shfk s hiz,

7 VA 3 —HdZiE, 18994F A2 & 19024
AT T74 ) ¥ YoM L KED
HVIZTH DN IORIRS % [ AR
ELTEHRTAHILICE - T, HRHT
DFEN DK E O NFEBLO T
WG R I E W) MBEEZLRT 58
FERFER L2, 7 LA R —HRIZ L UL,
[ ANFEERS | 1B TdBud Afifb S h
7eMbE e LTRZOND 72 TiE% L,
BRI 2 HIBR VW LR T 2R L L
TANHDPREN R BEH 2 RI2T, 22T
TR RE ML, KRB B VTR
Hi 72 & RENZAFAE L C w7z Al 2 0
FI 74V EYANITREINOTII R
L RBERED7 49 €Y ABLIES O
BRI S TELL Tz vy 2k
Thbo

18984E D R TE M S DAEH. 74V ¥
VIPREOHETICEIM D Z LR
2o L2 L. FEE6AIZIEZIV L -7
¥V F(Emilio Aguinaldo)% H[ & L 72

10

TA4VEAT) = PP EESLT
W7, 74V E VAR EREDD
WEIZIEANRS VHRBROZREHEZ D <
AIVARPELTCVo Tz, 7 LA —
HIZIZL U, ZoBoxXEoT 11
YU NIRTHEBER 212002 Tw
720 % D RN AT E 2N 2RO 2R
T ORI HH I 2 o fil % 8

CLT74V Y A% [zl
SRAIEE LCRD, EOMICH K
EHEELE I ol v,

1899ED K ILEE G DBIE L & Hic, 7
1) ¥V NIRA S i ie e [HER
(nation)] & LTTIx%<. 8o [#
i(tribe)] DESMKRE LTRSS X
I oTze & [HIE] oRg kR
BHOELEZ Do TIE 74 E Y
A S 2R AN 2 Sz 2s, H
NORGFEEHRE 25O RigxBiFo
D7 41) ¥ Y TORMRMIRS % #ED T
TREBUFIE. 74 ) €V Ao [EBiRIE
(tribalization)] (Z& > T, ZOHWE - ML
DO REMEZHEL72DTH b, )T,
KILHE S AL L 7 SRt 3R T o REER
ZMLTT7 1)y A —HRIC [N
ERBTREYBICOT. 7143 —
PRI DRI o 72 TR A 0T L
7o, MBI CIEH T A MR 2 B
WO T ARG 2 FHFEAS X 0SB
EbONDL I ozl EZHLMNIIL
720 BHIT. WG THEDLNZMEED S
e NEERNWER 2 BRI L7 L 0iE
b &Nz 740 Y ANERTIER
LTRSS L)1 -
72 fguegy” BV HERIZ, Yo b AK
G RITIC X o THEB b (R
M) 7 YT ANIHT B M “gook” DJFA
LoD TH D,

WT, KIEgFory sk LTo
PR & Z OikGr o N ST OB
RIZOWTOMmPER SN 714
T —HRZICIE 74 D kIE
fd 7)) FEIIEAENLTH Y, HWEO
[CHfb S N7z MRbd & 13k 5 [HF2 ]
ik R L Twie, L2 T, 7
1 V¥ OFREZ B35 Sk E TR
HLoD2b, ZOMRWERIT S I & TH
SEHRA O IR SRR B IR 7 KR &
KIBNZHATWZZDOTH D, —H,
7)) A @ L T, REMIZTRXTO Y
AV A% (W] R REd L9
W olze 2O XD HEZHIE. FFEkE

HBANOYBERLHE~OEM & v o 72178
E 740w TR BB
BT [HEN] 2T TWBH L
FRFEND EDOFRIZOLN 572, L
LA 5, WAL, KEIZX S
KO TLIEDSEE A S R EBATT 5
WZoN T[] sh7z714) €
NEHbizhild s [HHE] 2740 EY
NIFEOLFLEE LTS, Bk
SNDHERE R oT2,

7 VA =¥, RERT T T
G hBITTH) A CTAEERPREL L
Bes 2, RILEF L VI ERD T VTR
ENBZ LD T HENHELLT
Who 74 EXHIOBEEZI) AN
ZLIZE o T[] OBEERRFDDH
D% ChHRILHOED GV E A
B E B L2282 BT, ABFgEIR R
ERFBRVIOLELEDNSL, 209 2
T, ZOMHEZENTHEEIER L
(3, 18464 HABIEIT AT TRE L A %
TADHVE T bR B & K
ik - RPGI S O LT R D W BE T
Hbo KBESIL, KEDHLOILEE
HIIZH > 720 O3S TH 0 | [
DXHVEOR 2 HEH S 2 A S IE, K
WA & AR £ Ok 13810 2 A& 234
SN TE /e Ml)5T, KIS LK
WA - RS OB %2 [ AR | &
LB 2R EMTE L) K
G X o TRETH RO Z2 22 A A
FN/AF T IRMERE, MR T 1
JEYANEDHWZIIZ TR IZB W
T EPH -7z Lidv 2, Afifbsh
7o T & LOMEMIT SRz mics
W, MEDEBIIP WD TIE RN
Mo 7 LA —HIZOWIEIL, KREHH
TERPET A EAETHEB L [E] &
WL TELoN L) MEEE X
%9 2 TH. FERITHBRE WL & JR
LTwb el

B, SHOX I F—DWNEI2006
EICRRSIN-FEDOF L (Diplomatic
History, vol. 30, n0.2lZFTIN) 1235 < D
Thbo Flzow 7L AY—HIRITL 5,
KIE S0 6T DROKRENZ LD 7 4
V¥ Y HEE TORENIZ O W Tl - 7281
7t & LC. The Blood of Government: Race,
Empire, the United States and the Philippines
(Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina
Press, 2006)23 R E T 5,

(&2 F 729 < BERFRERR)

N




J BN 111

—6—

CPAS Newsletter * Vol.7 No.lI

A9y« IvEA

NJ/ - AFUVEYD
SNEC

INF &

F) A YEy ZITMEETRE L
TZML7z 198FDOEFAY) v ¥y s
IRV TR, M&kETRE LT
VY 7T AMSFERE I T o2k
oL [HMETHHRVDIZF—E Y
FrEIDEHAWTELOTT ] & X
SBPNB, ZHICHTAEZ2IZ. 1T
ATHY., T/ —Thb, Th5v%-
TNy 2 DEEENLL LV
THHH, VHERRICEE SNz =
YTWE L RO E SO, 1
T BTSN SN THIEIC - 7,
IOCIE F—¥ v 7 LBEL TZEDETFD
AT NVHIERPE LTz, HESNIRT
Abivbi ([ & K— v kI lcas] |
EV)) 2 LT T0CO g 1 5EE: T
HY A TIVRHEIEZIYHET L H KD
T&7z MLA Y EFFEREHICHR L7
Wz T27- DI A E LTidashn
THE69, MU0 F—Er 7y
B A0 BHUOIEXD L Db YL
F=E U 7P LiZsnTunidroiz,
CASD 2 1x, 10CDH A &V H A PLiE 1%
WETAI NV RTLERLLEN) O
Kote TOXA, TIOCHEFMD. M
O ORRRALF N OFRRIIKE %
Bl E 2 ve LA L, ETH F—E
TN 08 hhFbh, £LTh
NHONOMEHIHE L7ze &9 BHHD
AN, BELLIY M LAY 7
K=Yy I7PWEPEETN TR L0 ED
MWL 72D TR,

F1) 2By U TDiES
ZOVIHHENRLITLITREZ D, &<

WA vy ZRfERIEA S VHE R E

R TRAZET 2RI 50T,

B B BTN AT B DSBS PT I A
7 VN T Do CASTF Y Y ¥ v 7S
HTHs, FEIRFELATNNIT I
Per A T O s, FiBAE hT
5245 R LLPNZHIE 2 s
EFF ) Y ¥y 70k i34tk S0
DMN) I FYYEY 7 TIEIMTH b
SRR R dE RIS T2 DA F Y T DA
) —R—=FE TR FOFMTH D, AT
0 — AL ) T4 %
Yo TWA, FD4NIZH N ETAT
A5)7 - AF—@dRBE A 5)T - FY
Y¥ v s REEEMFIC. BA RN
w5 EINEAHANIHRZ TE 72, CASE Y
¥y ZERESERIE. AU ¥y 2
HEF, 10C, BREEH OS2
NCHLHERE D > TV 5,
ZOFMTIE AT = A VHNCAF—
PR TSR NEED
BEMELOIED, EOBITIMAZ ST
LRI I IR ETIE RV, BIEHEEE
BARIA CASIEIEFAE IR & U TR
W7 BF2RFTMZ 5 L5 HWF L7,
ZIH B EHNTRIIN /BT ORED D
HLEND A5V T - AF—HWHE
ETEFAPRO T, MBI T (28
MEINILHITHDH, Bz LN
BRI A5 TRER 1 O E T
7z ZFRTH134 o Ml A%
T OFEIE SR RO T
FOWZE, HEIROMKT 2 HMPIIER 72
e SNIHEFIE. sioVVNL—2 - F
YYEY ZOAT ) AT, 306 % #
AIERPRBEOFT) VY 71257z,
TV Uy 7 EHEL RO LI ROE
YITANRY MNTHD, MGHETENED
M AT NERESTENEIN, TN
WERZ ST E ) PHWETF, E5I121FF
OFBADONADNAEZRELSERT 5.
RIEHE ZOMOARL T 74 K27
—RTOZOHE LT —HERLES
9o CASICHi LA TN L FHED—D—D
FEABATH 5,

R/ DPBHEST

}Y 2 TCASIZEY; L7Did, 1%k
W, KEF I —a v oAb
BT 2372570 a1 /0 124E
ATWAET Yy IADET Y aftke L
TEMT 5 LERDIZLDT (FIE
), whIFI—a v SOEETHZ
T&72 HARRDE XD 7O TICET S
FHEXETHL (Zofinz KL T
MIHEANF D BT VT hbidbizlL—
No

AARTH AR — 7 RIS % < ik
R - HARA R — MR D % A,
AR=I P L H I 2 TL DI,
[AR—= %55 v A3 % A
R=VNIOVWTRATLDP | WD
WEFZITENF TS, cASigk A i
HROF LA Z MR L TR 25 Hl
Ry TT7AR)—= Nz AN S DT
Tl v, BKRTAR=Y 255, i
LONUFEZREDOANITEA LT, 1208
IOCIZCASZED . TOCHEZ LIFLITHE
FTCASZEMMITIEIEL T b, 6D
A= T—=VKEHhyTITIE, RSy
B — Y (FIFA) D55 CCASHERRF S ER
W B N7z CASIZEPEA R—Y RT
B TEES VB DIZRE LT,
SEDOY Y H— - T—=IVFH vy FTIE
FIFAIL [ ANFEZERESL | 2 A0 =712
B, 2807 - F ) ¥y 2 HAR
T 7F VEEHEBRESEEA 7))
— PO MR FRZ e AR—Y T
DL MPIIONWT, FH2EITO
AR = OAE L EN BT 5 iRk B
RIZBWT, BROZIRIKRE VDD
LNV, eI THRIY, &
BENS Oy F & NIEICFIS % B84
HHETHD L) Eiki, HRSHIZT
VT TIRERZEZEBTLI R VDD,
(ZTH HE5H 1 CPAS)




JIIIIIIIIII]D

—6—

CPAS Newsletter ¢ Vol.7 No.lI

REYVIRIIL

199 - A FFHHRERE
YIINIT L

(199 - A FFHERRMA]
Yuiji lchioka: His Life, Works,
and Legacy in Immigration
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“Bringing Our Two Centers Together to
Praise Yuji Ichioka”

The UCLA Asian American Studies
Center sincerely thanks the Center for Pacific
and American Studies, particularly its pre-
eminent director, Professor Masako Notoji,
for the opportunity to co-sponsor the July 16
symposium to pay tribute to our late UCLA
Professor Yuji Ichioka on the release of his new
book (Before Internment, Stanford University
Press), and to have an international dialogue on
the impact and legacy of his historical studies
on Japanese immigrants and his social activism.

We hope this is the beginning of many
future collaborations and exchanges between
our two research centers, as well as our two

universities. We encourage faculty members,

students, and others to learn more about our
Center (http://www.sscnet.ucla.edu/aasc),
which is the largest and most comprehensive,
multidisciplinary research and teaching
program devoted to Asian American Studies.
We also welcome inquiries for visiting scholar
and other research appointments with our
Center, be it to use the extraordinary Japanese
American Research Project Collection archive,
or to conduct social science field work on
contemporary experiences of Asian Americans
and Pacific Islanders in Los Angeles, who
number over two million and are the largest
and most diverse community in the U.S. Please
feel free to contact me at dtn@ucla.edu.

Our many thanks again for a truly
stimulating and engaging joint international
event. We look forward to working with the
exceptional faculty and staff of CPAS.

Best wishes,

Don T. Nakanishi, Ph.D.

Director and Professor

UCLA Asian American Studies Center
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Islands in the Stream:
Australia and Japan
Face Globalisation,
ed. Stephen Alomes,
Maribyrnong Press,
2005

Les Terry

In the early 1990s, the British
sociologist Anthony Giddens commented
that while our lives were being
rapidly altered beyond recognition by
contemporary forces, it was still only
possible to guess the broad contours of the
shape of things to come. It now seems that
one of the ‘consequences of modernity’,
as Giddens referred to it, is that there has
been a proliferation of literature on the new
times, which have come to be associated
with the idea of globalisation.

Islands in the Stream

witnr
STEPHEN ALOMEE

The book Islands in the Stream,
edited by a former Professor of Australian
Studies at the University of Tokyo,
Stephen Alomes, is a further contribution
to the investigation of globalism. The text

emerged as result of Alomes’ on-going
collaboration with his former colleagues at
the University of Tokyo, where he spent a
year as Professor of Australian Studies.

What is different about this text from
many of the others that are in currency
at the moment, is that it specifically
compares the way in which Australia and
Japan are facing the challenges thrown up
by the emerging global forces. In his lead
article for the book, Alomes expresses
the view that comparative studies such as
this one ‘may deepen our understanding
of contemporary processes by taking us
beyond the traditional national frame'.

But, according to John Wiseman,
to achieve such an understanding, it is
necessary to work out how to navigate
the ‘flows of globalisation’. In his article
‘Reading the Currents , Wiseman debunks
some of what he regards as the myths in
this field. For him, globalisation is not an
‘unstoppable juggernaut , or, he argues,
should it be regarded simply as just a form
of Americanisation . He suggests that the
new forces do not necessarily mean the
inevitable end of the nation state and the
arrival of a borderless world. But with this
in mind, he gives an example of the way in
which ‘cultural globalisation” or ‘Hollywood
taking over the world has been resisted
through the ‘hybridity of new forms of
cultural expressions .

Taking up the matter of local
resistances in the Japanese and Australian
contexts, in the next paper, Yoshio
Sugimoto suggests that it is possible to
develop a typology of groups according to
their responses to globalisation. He argues
that these can be classified into four types.
These are cosmopolitans, internationalists,
nationalists and localists.

Sugimoto associates the term
cosmopolitans with ‘globe trotting’
citizens who advocate and benefit from the
emerging borderless world. Internationalists,
in the Japanese context, ‘differ from

cosmopolitans in defending, sometimes
wishing to expand the integrative power of
the state and sense of national unity, while
at the same time wanting interaction with
other cohesive nation-states.” Nationalists,
on the other hand ‘tend to believe that their
economic conditions have deteriorated
as a consequence of globalisation of the
Japanese economy  and desire more
control of territorial and cultural borders.
The last group, localists, comprise groups,
such as supporters of the Greens, which
have experienced the negative affects of
global forces but look for a resolution of
these issues at the level of local community
action, though in a way that is linked to
‘progressive” global networks.

While Sugimoto's typology is useful
for mapping the broad political formations
in the two nations, to my way of thinking, it
needs to be fine tuned, if it is to accurately
represent the sometimes shifting and
overlapping perspectives that are forming in
the current state of flux.

The next two papers in the collection
are therefore useful in that they attempt
to map how global ideas and messages
are being resisted or taken up by youth
at the local level. In her paper ‘Equality
and Difference Feminism', the Australian
sociologist, Chilla Bulbeck, provides an
insight into how ‘young women and men
understood the women’ s movement and
gender issues in the two countries’ at
the time of being interviewed in 2003.
Highlighting the different historical
contexts, Bulbeck found that the
interviewees in Australia were familiar
with the language of ‘women’ s rights’
and ‘equal rights’ , whereas their Japanese
counterparts ‘were less likely to use the
equality rhetoric’ . Bulbeck attributes this
to the differences in the way in which
feminism has evolved in the Australian
education system, where it has been
mainstreamed, with its position in Japan
where it has remained relatively marginal

N
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or interpreted within a specific traditional
historical frame of reference.

From his cross-cultural surveys of
youth on the matter of festivals, principally
Halloween, Alomes found that Japan
and France were more active in the
promotion and adoption of this event
than in Australia, where Halloween has
had ‘limited influence on the Australian
consciousness and media.” However,
Alomes is careful to point out that such
celebrations, even in countries where they
are heavily marketed may only be transient
events that are forced to compete with
the local celebrations and festivals which
are ‘deeper and more enduring in each
country .

Even though these two latter papers
extend in a concrete way the impact
of popular culture on Japan, it is worth
asking why the collection might not have
balanced these perspectives with some
material which highlighted the adoption of
Japanese cultural productions in the west.
What about the place of anime and manga
in Australian youth culture, for example?

Nevertheless, Hajime Hirai in his
paper, regards sport as ‘one of the most
globalised and colourful popular cultures
of the globe'. Taking this idea as their
starting point, the next two papers in
Islands in the Stream offer a close look
at the way the sports of rugby and soccer
connect Japan with Australia, as well as
place the nation internationally. In his
piece, Hirai provides a thumbnail sketch
of the introduction of rugby by foreigners
in the late 19th century. He shows how
this sport has been transformed over time
into an activity that is becoming increasing
dependent on and globalised through the

export and import of professional coaches
and players from countries such as
Australian and New Zealand.

In contrast, in his paper, Richard
Light suggests that the strategy employed
by the J.League in promoting soccer in
Japan has actually encouraged a wider
enjoyment of sport in that country and
has led to the identification of large
sections of the population with local
clubs. This he compares with Australia
where moves to widen the appeal of sports
such as Australian Rules football ‘have
invariably led to a weakening of traditional
community bonds’ .

Islands in the Stream also includes
two articles on war memory. In his
insightful piece titled, ‘Unfinished
Decolonisation and Conflicts Over War
Memories, Yoichi Kibata argues that ‘in
the age of globalisation it is becoming
more and more significant to know
what sort of historical memories other
people hold.” He suggests that the recent
censorship of textbooks in Japan shows
that the country has not yet faced up to its
own past and that this has repercussions
for current debates about defence policy
and Japan' s relations with its neighbours.

Professor Kibata suggests that, on
the other hand, Australia has faced the
negatives of colonisation with a degree
of openness. However, in offering this
view, one wonders what the University
of Tokyo historian might make of the
recent intervention of the Australian Prime
Minister into the ‘culture wars', by arguing
for a ‘facts” rather than ‘ideas’ approach
to the teaching of Australian history in
schools. Perhaps the other author writing
on war memory in the text, Yang Biao,

was on the right track when he stated in
his article, that from the ‘perspective of
the Chinese observer, Australia has the
characteristic that her history is likely to be
romanticised .

At the core of the articles in the
collection, is a concern with mapping the
current cultural transformations that are
taking place at the national and local level,
in a moment that the British social theorist
Stuart Hall calls a time of ‘high transition’.
The final piece by Toshiko Ellis continues
to address this theme by arguing for a
dynamic view of cultural analysis rather
than one which ‘assumes that there is a
unified whole that can be categorised as
“Australians” or “Japanese” . Working
from this position, Ellis argues that in
the teaching of contemporary literature,
such as the works of Haruki Murakami or
those of the Australian Peter Carey, that
‘the barrier of cultural differences seems
to crumble quickly’. One of the strengths
of this piece is that it does move beyond
the one way idea of globalisation by
attempting to grapple with the reasons for
the popularity of someone like Murakami
who has negotiated a space ‘in-between’
Japan and the west.

Perhaps in finishing, it is worth
noting Ellis’ comments that ‘when we
realise that there are numerous differences
of all kinds at all levels, we also come
to recognise the common experience
we share at just as many levels.” It is
apparent from a reading of Islands in the
Stream, despite its tendency to leave the
impression that globalisation is only a one
way process, that this collaborative project
was guided by such a frame of mind.

(Les Terry: CPAS)
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