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Between Texas and Japan

Ramoén Saldivar

(Professor, English Department, Stanford University)

In late May and early June of
2003 I had the great good fortune
to travel to Japan to attend the
Japanese Association for American
Studies (JAAS) conference in Kobe
and to present several lectures on
topics in American studies at four
Japanese colleges and universities
in the following weeks. This inter-
action between the JAAS and the
American Studies Association (ASA)
is the second year of a five year
joint project for fostering scholarly
exchanges between the ASA and
the JAAS. The joint Associations
aim to strengthen the exchange by
building upon what has already
been a highly stimulating and ben-

eficial series of interactions.

For ‘me i one of' the ‘exciting
moments of my lecture series was
the opportunity I had to visit the
University of Tokyo and the Center
for Pacific and American Studies
and the seminar in American stud-
ies directed by Professors Masako
Notoji and Yujin Yaguchi. My trip
to Japan in its entirety was one of
the most rewarding intellectual
experiences I have ever had in my
entire twenty-four year academic
career. Quite apart from my satis-
faction with the responses to my
separate presentations at the differ-
ent venues, I was delighted to have
developed what I am certain will

continue to be excellent profes-
sional and personal relationships
with JAAS colleagues, Professor
Masako Iino of Tsuda College in
Tokyo, and Professors Notoji and
Yaguchi. In the case of my visit to
CPAS, our interaction continues a
near fifty-year history of interaction
between Stanford University and
the Center for Pacific and American
Studies at the University of Tokyo,
going back to the immediate post-
World War II era.

The JAAS conference sessions
had focused on the theme of
"Japan-United States Dialogues
Across the Pacific: New Dimen-
sions of American Studies." The
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topics of the two plenary sessions
were "Language and Power" and
"Patriotism, Old and New." This
second of the topics is closely
related to my current research pro-
ject and allowed me to present a
part of my current research on
issues of "transnationalism," "glob-
alization," and their relationship to
the "new American studies." My
particular focus is on the work of
the great Chicano intellectual and
one of the originators of what we
are today calling "border studies,"
the late Américo Paredes (1915-
1999). For my discussion at CPAS, I
chose the topic, "Between Texas
and Japan: Idioms of Race, Nation,
and Identity." My seminar at the
University of Tokyo emphasized
Paredes' post-war writings from
Japan. Virtually unknown until my
recent re-discovery of these materi-
als, Paredes' Japan Occupation era
writings include numerous short
stories, scores of personal letters,
and some seventy plus newspaper
articles detailing with his experi-
ences as a Mexican American sol-
dier in the U.S. Army of Occupa-
tion in Japan from 1945-47. Writing
as a reporter for the U.S. Army
newspaper Pacific Stars and Stripes
in English and for the daily news-
paper Universal of Mexico City in
Spanish, Paredes covered the War
Crimes Tribunal in Tokyo, the for-
mation of the Japanese post-war
government under the guidance of
U.S. Supreme Commander of Allied
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Powers (SCAP) Douglas MacArthur,
the re-emergence of the Japanese
entertainment and culture industry
after the war, the beginnings of the
Chinese revolution, and the start of
the Korean War. After his tour of
duty in the U.S. Army ended, Pare-
des stayed in Japan working for the
International Red Cross until 1950.
In my comments I posed the ques-
tion of how Paredes' experiences
in Japan from 1945 to 1950 at the
dawn of the cold war influenced
his understanding later upon his
return to Texas of American imper-
ial power, the nature of American
racism, and the function of U.S.
vernacular culture. I found that
these questions were of intense
interest to my host, his colleagues,
and their students.

Through his years in Japan and
Asia, Paredes was observing, think-
ing, and writing about the power
of national cultures, languages, and
literatures as activities that inform
the apparatus of the cultural and
political hegemony of the ruling
classes in the process of nation
(re-)building. In addition, he wrote
numerous short stories dealing
with the war in the Pacific and the
occupation of Japan. These stories
link domestic American racism with
the conduct of its armed forces
during the war and the postwar
occupation of Japan. In all of them
what is at issue is the global nature
of the idioms of racism and their
role in the construction of an
American national subject, suggest-
ing how expressive forms of racial
hatred encountered on the border
became imbricated with the effects
of colonialism and imperialism in
Asia during World War II.

In these writings from Japan,
Paredes can be seen to be working
out the patterns of interaction
among history, folklore, and the
particular features of national cul-

ture that will be the focus of his
later, mature, scholarly writings as
a professor of literature, folklore
and anthropology at the University
of Texas at Austin. The questions
he poses in his stories and in his
journalism from Occupied Japan,
however, are at the core of the
matter of conceiving national
belonging and the identity of the
polity, especially as we are now
moving into what many are calling
the era of transnationality and
globalization. The notion of cultur-
al citizenship that Paredes empha-
sizes is one very important early
element in the development of
late-twentieth century transnational
thinking.
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For the past decade, 1 have been
teaching a gender studies course
that explores the taken-for-granted
assumptions of western feminism
through analysis of the critiques
made by women from beyond the
white middle class Anglophone
west. This process has exposed a
western feminist focus on human
rights rather than women's needs,
on women as wives rather than as
mothers, and on the central signifi-
cance of sexual identity for women
living in the west. Such a teaching
program has also meant working
the relationship between sameness
and difference, between the condi-
tions that women share across the
world and the different and specific
ways in which women experience
their subordination and marginali-
sation. Both in Australia and in
Japan, my students and I explore
the uncomfortable vectors of
exploitation in which women in
industrialized countries benefit
from the cheap labour and under-
valued resources of those living in
developing countries, or in which
feminists have to work out their
responses to sex tours to the
Philippines or Thailand by men of
their nationality *.

Chilla Bulbeck

I have had to negotiate such
questions of sameness and differ-
ence in teaching the introductory
courses in Australian studies at
Tokyo University. Several of my
international students asserted that
there are few differences between
industrialized societies such as Sin-
gapore, Australia and Japan. They
claimed that we are increasingly
part of a globalised (read Ameri-
canised) world order. Thus a 1999
GenerAsians survey asked 5,700
young people from the Asia-Pacific
region to name their favourite food
and drink. Their answers were:
Australia: McDonald's, Coca-Cola
China: McDonald's, Coca-Cola
Hong Kong: McDonald's, Coca-Cola

Indonesia: McDonald's, Coca-Cola
Japan: McDonald's, Coca-Cola
Malaysia: KFC, Coca-Cola

Singapore: McDonald's, Coca-Cola
Taiwan:  McDonald's, Coca-Cola
Thailand: KFC, Pepsi’

One of these students asked me
what were the distinguishing fea-
tures of Australia, whether there
was something that a// Australians
shared and which was not shared
with anyone elsewhere in the
world. T don't think any characteris-
tic fits this rigorous requirement.
However, I suggested that a partic-
ular ethos in Australia was an egali-
tarianism of manners and a wide-
spread religious and social toler-
ance of people who were not too
different or extreme in their views.
I think there is some basis in the
myth that Australians are, on the
whole, easygoing and egalitarian in
their manners. This tolerance has
been eroded among those people
who have borne the particular
brunt of opening Australia to eco-

nomic rationalism and globalisation:
farmers and the lesser educated,
who have been 'restructured' out of
their jobs. These people have pro-
vided fertile ground for resurgent
populist racism and chauvinism
(‘white Australia), as evidenced by
the brief fire of Pauline Hanson's
One Nation Party.

Frommer's Japan travel book tells
readers that they will often hear
Japanese people open their opin-
ions with 'we Japanese'. Nihonjin-
ron is famous, or notorious, for
seeking the difference of being
Japan or Japanese, even in envi-
ronmental determinism. One exam-
ple is that the muggy wet season
makes for soft Japanese people
who stick together like moist rice
as opposed to dry climates that
make for a hard people®. One of
Tokyo University's students, Machi-
da Wataru, suggested to me that
Japanese discussions of difference
indicate the point at which some-
thing cannot be explained, or has
not been explained, about Japan-
ese culture. I asked another student
what he defined as the essential
Japanese characteristic. Sugita
Daisuke suggested that the Japan-
ese are constantly evaluating what
others are thinking and try to fit in
with the emerging consensus, an
interesting variation on the often-
claimed 'groupism' of Japanese cul-
ture”.

After this discussion with my stu-
dents, I became more aware of
how I represented this thing called
'Australia’. I noticed that in my
short lectures 1 offered in each
class (the time was mainly taken
up with video extracts and the stu-
dents working in groups), I hardly
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ever identified myself with Aus-
tralia or the Australians of whom I
was speaking. I almost never said
'we', for example. 1 almost always
used qualifying adjectives, distin-
guishing different groups of Aus-
tralians, for example 'European-
background Australians', 'Indige-
nous Australians', 'Australian
women', 'rural Australians'. When 1
said 'Australia’, T usually meant the
government of the day, although I
sometimes meant the land and
environment. Otherwise, I qualified
what I was talking about, for exam-
ple 'the Australian economy', 'Aus-
tralian society' and so on.

For a period of my sojourn in
Tokyo, 1 became obsessed about
the difference of Japan. This ques-
tion also intrigued me while I was
teaching at Beijing Foreign Studies
University in China in 1991, but did
not begin to creep into my every
waking thought. Yet many Japan-
ese in conversation with me have
crossed the 'we-they' border
marked by nationality or race, dis-
tancing themselves from some
other Japanese as I do from many
Australians, locating themselves as
an academic like me, a feminist
like me, even an outsider like me.
Indeed, often I thought I share a
more similar worldview with many
of my colleagues in Japan than I
do with a third generation unem-
ployed youth who cannot imagine
traveling beyond her city, let alone
Australia, or some of the virulent
racists one hears on talkback radio.

At least I imagine I do. I imagine
of my English-speaking colleagues
and students at Tokyo University
that we overlap in our understand-
ings and interests in many ways.
On the other hand, sometimes in
class 1 felt like a 'kawaii koala', a
strange life form from Downunder,
amusing in my antics. By contrast,
my students often surprised me

with their unfeigned enthusiasm for
Australia, their pleasure in my
teaching, and their new insights
into issues I have been grappling
with in Australian studies and
women's studies. In these interac-
tions, hopefully, we move beyond
the stereotypes on one side of kan-
garoos, people wearing shorts and
thongs, lazy dole bludgers, the
"White Australia' policy and endless
sunshine and beaches®, as against
the other side of sushi, sumo, soap
land, pachinko, violent manga, hi-
tech
beneath the sakura, Shinto shrines,

toilets, drunken parties

arcane Nob theatre, juku and exam-
ination hell, salaryman dying of
overwork while their wives are
relentlessly excluded from mean-
ingful social roles. There are differ-
ences, but there are also shared
understandings and experiences. In
cross-cultural exchange, the chal-
lenge of misunderstanding blends
with the pleasure of recognition.

(University of Adelaide /
Visiting Professor at CPAS)

! Carol Bacchi 1990. In Same Difference
(Sydney: Allen and Unwin) she uses the
notion of 'same difference’ to explore two
basic ways feminists have struggled to
improve the world for women: by pursu-
ing the advantages men have (sameness)
or by asserting the need to value and
appropriately reward the different contri-
butions women make to society (differ-

ence).

¢ This teaching experience formed the basis
of Chilla Bulbeck 1998. Reorienting West-
ern Feminisms: Women's Diversity in a
Postcolonial World (Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press). A copy is lodged in the
CPAS library.

* Maude Barlow and Tony Clarke 2001.
Global Showdown: How the New Activists
are Fighting Global Corporate Rule (Toron-
to: Stoddart), p.17.

' Discussed by Karel van Wolferen 1989.

The Enigma of Japanese Power: People and
Politics in a Stateless Nation (London: Mac-

millan).

Perhaps discussed most famously in Eng-
lish by Chie Nakane 1973. Japanese Society
(Rutland, Vermont and Tokyo: Charles E.
Tuttle). She suggests that Japanese people
talk often of their uchi-no and uchi-dewa,
their own people and workplace. Men
socialise almost exclusively with their
departmental colleagues in a set of hierar-
chical but intimate relations (Nakane 1973:
125), most famously in bars, sometimes
attended by mama-sans and bar hostesses
(Nakane 1973: 125, 129).

Discussed for example by Alison Broinowski
2003. About Face: Asian Accounts of Aus-
tralia (Sydney: Scribe Publications).
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Mari Yoshihara,
Embracing the East (2002)
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