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Transnationalizing U.S. History

Daniel T. Rodgers

(Professor, Dept. of History, Princeton University)

A new development is changing
the writing of American history, and
that is the project of transnationaliz-
ing the history of the United States.
In one sense, this trend reflects the
experience of a generation of histo-
rians who have lived through an
age of accelerating globalism. But
as historians have begun to redis-
cover the always-global contexts of
American history, the result has
been not simply the emergence of
a new field, but the emergence of a
new way of thinking about the
place of the nationstate in the writ-
ing of history. Having contributed
to some of these trends and having
just completed teaching a new
graduate seminar on comparative
and transnational approaches to
U.S. history, I brought a condensed
version of that seminar to two days
of lecturing and discussion at the
University of Tokyo and Keio Uni-
versity.

The project of transnationalizing
American history begins with the
act of moving one's historical atten-
tion away from the nation-state
itself. It means looking hard at the
nation's borders—not only at the
ways in which they police and
define but also at the tremendous
amount of human material and his-
torical force that flows across them.
It means recovering the history of
borderlands—in-between places
that belong simultaneously to more
than one nation's sphere of influ-
ence. It means paying attention to
local and regional histories without
rushing to identify them as "Ameri-
can" histories in microcosm. It
means abandoning most of the
loosely-employed vocabulary of
American "exceptionalism." Finally,
it means looking much more close-
ly at the patterns of social-historical
action that have always been larger
than the nation-state: transnational
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systems of labor migration, transna-
tional economic systems, and
transnational fields of intellectual,
political, and cultural influence.

In two days, we could only begin
to probe the ways in which the
transnationalizing project is remak-
ing the standard accounts of Ameri-
can history. One session focused
on the work that has repositioned
American colonial history within
the larger history of the early mod-
ern Atlantic world. Rather than
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studying a fragment of the British
North Atlantic settlements as
seedbeds of the nation to come,
Atlantic world studies are begin-
ning to put commerce and empir-
es, British, Spanish, and French at
the center of the subject. For 18th-
century Atlantic world history, that
means reimagining every aspect of
the colonial experience within the
context of a world dominated by
slavery and sugar. Taken seriously,
it would mean putting the history
of the Caribbean at the center of
any course in early American histo-
ry. It would mean recognizing, as
scholars of the Atlantic slave trade
have shown, that the modal voy-
ager to the Americas was an
African. Most importantly, an
Atlantic world focus provides a
way of seeing the peoples of West
Africa, native peoples dwelling far
into the interiors of the Americas,
the peoples of Europe and the
Euro-Americans as caught up in
profoundly destabilizing, entan-
gling, transnational relationships of
trade, power, conflict, and interde-
pendency.

Another session focused on con-
ceptual transformations in the his-
tory of international labor migra-
tion. Just as the older colonial his-
tory could barely resist the tempta-
tion of seeing the future American
nation in every aspect of colonial
British America, traditional immi-
gration histories rarely resisted
making the nation their uncon-
scious subject. Whether immigra-
tion histories celebrated the nation
(in stories of immigrant adaptation,
adjustment, and triumph) or criti-
cized the nation (in counter-histo-
ries of injustice, discrimination, and
prejudice), the core subject was
always "America." The newest his-
tories of international labor migra-
tion, by contrast, have stressed the
ways in which 19th- and 20th-cen-

tury labor migrants moved both
into and out of America, with mul-
tiple destinations in mind, acting
on multiple loyalties and complex
transnational identities. The social
and cultural networks that were
made in these processes were not
unidirectional. Like the trade sys-
tems of the 18th century, they
joined places much more local than
"America" and much more widely
flung. One of the consequences of
de-centering the nation in the his-
tory of American immigration, I
anticipate, will be to bring the his-
tory of 19th-century Pacific migra-
tion—which had been marginalized
in many historians' minds by its
high return rates of persons and
capital, its particularly sharp legal
discriminations, and its sharply
defined ethnic enclaves—much
closer to the new conceptual cen-
ter of the field and to recast even
the familiar European immigrant
story in its light.

The last session, drawing in part
on my own work in transnational
social politics in Atlantic Crossings,
dealt with the ways in which even
the history of politics and policy-
making needs to be reconceived as
transnational. Progressive and New
Deal politics, as I undertook to
show, cannot be adequately under-
stood outside a powerful transna-
tional network of ideas and pro-
jects for the regulation of industrial
capitalism and the repair of its
worst consequences. By the same
token, none of the key social
movements in the U.S. past, as his-
torians are now increasingly realiz-
ing, can be understood without
extending one's field far beyond
the United States. The American
antislavery movement, as David
Brion Davis showed long ago, can-
not begin to be explained without
its British (and French) connec-
tions. The labor movement, the

women's movement, and the civil
rights movement, as other scholars
have shown, have been deeply
dependent on transnational con-
texts. Social movements organize
locally before they turn to nation-
state legislation as a lever of action.
At the same time, virtually all of
them have drawn upon widelyflung
international networks of communi-
cation and models for action. In this
way, their histories reflect the over-
lapping fields of action—smaller and
larger than the nation-state—that the
newest American histories have
begun to cultivate.

De-centering the nation in our
historical accounts does not mean
minimizing the nation-state's
tremendous historical power and
importance. Nor should it mean
simply adding an extra internation-
al dimension to old and familiar
stories. Identifying much more pre-
cisely where the "national" comes
into play and where historians
have used it unthinkingly and
uncritically will mean constructing
a new history, much closer to the
worlds of experience in which
Americans have actually lived.

Reporting on this wide range of
historiographical work and argu-
ment was, I hope, useful to the
graduate students and faculty par-
ticipants. For myself, bringing this
seminar to a new international con-
text was an intensely stimulating
experience, as I was challenged to
think about the different ways in
which transnational historical
forces have been mixed into the
politics, cultures, and even into the
very fabric of nationalism in the
United States and modern Japan.
For the ideas sparked by these
exchanges, for the lively responses
of the session participants, and for
the exceptional graciousness of my
hosts, I am deeply grateful.
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The Possibility of Trans-Pacific Migration Studies:
A Center for the Study of Pacific Migrations

Henry Yu

(Associate Professor, Department of History, University of California Los Angeles and
Department of History, University of British Columbia)

Over the next four years, T will
be at both the Department of His-
tory at the University of British
Columbia in Vancouver, B.C.,
Canada, and the Department of
History at UCLA in Los Angeles,
California, in order to organize a
joint Center for the Study of Pacific
Migrations. This proposed center
would be a collaborative, transna-
tional, multicampus, research and
teaching initiative. T see this effort
as a unique opportunity to link
existing institutions at UCLA and
UBC that focus on trans-Pacific
migration to research programs at
universities around the Pacific, for
instance, the Center for Pacific and
American Studies at the University
of Tokyo, but also research and
teaching initiatives in Australia,
New Zealand, China, Hawai'i, and
other locations.

My vision is for a multi- and
inter-disciplinary research and
teaching collaboration that would
encompass the Japanese, Chinese,
South Asian, Korean, and other
Asian and Pacific Islander migra-
tions across the Pacific over the last
200 years. The initial focus would
be on comparative approaches to
the history of Asian migration to
the Americas, in particular the Unit-
ed States, Canada, and Latin Ameri-
ca, but comparisons to areas such
as Southeast Asia, Australia, and
New Zealand would also be made.
Because of historical similarities in
Asian migrations to the West Coast
of North America, the initial focus
on parallels and differences
between California and British
Columbia (the two locations where

Asian migrants have predominantly
settled in North America) will pro-
vide a firm foundation for this ini-
tiative, as well as grounding the
program within two premier
research institutions that have a
strong tradition in studying Asian
migration to the U.S. and Canada.
However, an intellectual perspec-
tive centered on the study of
"Pacific Migrations" would also not
ignore the importance of other
migrations that have marked the
Pacific, in particular migratory
movements the "other way" that
have been so crucial in developing
trans-Pacific networks and connec-
tions—for example missionaries,
diplomats, scholars, labor recruit-
ers, merchants, military personnel,
and colonial civil servants (includ-
ing the families and children
involved in such migrations).

This Center for the Study of
Pacific Migrations will be truly
international and comparative in
approach. As a multi-campus
research project, beginning with a
joint research program between
UCLA and UBC, the project will
link two existing institutions that
have been doing research on Asian
migration for many years. UCLA is
the home for the the Asian Ameri-
can Studies Center, the world's pre-
miere research institute for the
study of Asian migration to the U.S.
and to the Americas. UCLA's Asian
American Studies Center has over
forty affiliated faculty housed in a
diverse array of departments, and
this concentration of researchers
and scholars will provide much
needed expertise and scholarly net-

works for the exchange of scholars,
researchers, and graduate students
working on topics that pertain to
trans-Pacific migration. At UBC in
Vancouver, B.C., research into Chi-
nese and Japanese migration to
Canada has been conducted mainly
through the auspices of East Asian
studies, and recent projects such as
the effort by Eleanor Yuen, Head
Librarian of the Asian Library at
UBC, and Prof. Diana Lary of the
Department of History, to collect
and catalog Chinese language
materials pertaining to Chinese
migration to Canada, offer exciting
possibilities for the creation of
archival material for research.
Together with the Dr. Wallace
Chung Collection at UBC of histori-
cal materials pertaining to Asian
immigration to Canada, such
resources promise expanding pos-
sibilities for future studies. To me,
such collections echo the founda-
tional efforts made by the late Prof.
Yuji Ichioka over the last three
decades to gather materials in both
Japanese and English for the Japan-
ese American Research Project at
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UCLA, and the collecting done in
Asian American historical materials
by Marjorie Lee, the Librarian of
the Asian American Studies Library
and Reading Room at UCLA.

By concentrating initially on spe-
cific locations, such as Los Angeles
and Vancouver, this research initia-
tive would highlight particular geo-
graphic sites as the points of inter-
section and contact for multiple
migrations. At one level, the differ-
ences between Canada and the
United States are revealed by such
research, but nation-states are not
the only points of comparison. A
transnational approach to migration
would generate insights not only
on differences in national policies

of inclusion and exclusion, but also
a myriad of other similarities and
contrasts that are specific to the
histories of each location. The links
that migrants created between dif-
ferent places would be highlighted,
whether they were between places
of origin and places of arrival, or
the connections that migrants often
made between various locations
where different family members or
relatives had migrated. Japanese,
Chinese, and Punjabi Sikhs from
India all migrated to Vancouver, for
instance, and large numbers settled
there. However, many migrants
also went through Vancouver on
their way somewhere else, or lived
there for a period and then moved

on, or came there after having
lived and worked in some other
place. These complicated move-
ments, and the complex ways that
they were understood, whether by
government clerks or by the
migrants themselves, are often lost
when scholarly studies only focus
on stories of national inclusion or
exclusion. I hope that the Center
for the Study of Pacific Migrations
might create a conducive space for
research and teaching that would
encourage scholarly studies that
will help us re-imagine and re-map
the ways that migration around the
Pacific occurred.
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Deviating from Stan-
dard English

Marie Hara Explores Hawaiian Pidgin English

Eliko Kosaka

A stormy October 1st it was, but
indoors it was warm and cozy as a
cheerful group of educators and stu-
dents of varying blends of academic

backgrounds gathered to listen to
Hawaiian native Marie Hara give an
informal talk hosted by Professor
Yoshiko Takita at the University of
Tokyo, Komaba campus. Hara, a
third generation Japanese American
was born in Hawaii in the midst of
WW Il in 1943. A mother of two,
and an instructor of creative writing
at the University of Hawaii, Hara is
also an accomplished writer, author
of two books Bananabeart & Other
Stories (1994) and Intersecting Circles
(1999). She even established a pub-
lishing press in 1970 named Bamboo
Ridge Press, from which her two
works were published.

Opening her discussion with the
late Patsy Mink, a native of Hawaii
and also the first Asian American
woman to be active in Congress,
Hara spoke of her strong influence
upon not only the Asian women of
Hawaii, but also her impact on how
Asian women were to be perceived
in the United States. However, as
many natives of Hawaii Mink pos-
sessed a mixed language identity.
She spoke English as well as the
local dialect of her home, pigeon
English.

Hara examined Hawaiian pigeon
"pidgin" English and her observa-
tions offered a unique insight into
the world of mixed identities and
one of its products, an amalgamation
of mixed dialects and languages.
Undoubtedly she indicates language
is a constantly moving form of ideas
and sounds repeatedly molded and
then reshaped. Hara emphasized
that in this sense "pidgin" English is
no different from standard English.
However, the distinction between
the two is that the latter is much
more greatly influenced by ethnic
background. In other words, in the
case of "pidgin" English, first genera-
tion immigrants to Hawaii who
develop a style of communication
which mixes both English and their
native language influences the sec-

ond generation in the development
of their language base. However, in
the second generation, because their
native language is not the same as
their parents, their English develops
its own unique characteristics and in
many cases at this stage they are
able to alternate between their own
brand of pidgin English and standard
English. Unlike the mainland United
States, where the dominant language
is standard English and therefore has
a low tolerance for any form of so-
called pidgin English, the uniqueness
of Hawaii is not only its lack of hos-
tility towards this form of English but
its actual embracement of it. As
Hara emphasizes, it has become a
part of Hawaiian identity.

A question was posed as to
whether or not locale also had a fac-
tor in forming different types of pid-
gin English in Hawaii. Hara indicat-
ed that because Hawaii is home for
such a multitude of peoples, largely
Asian, it has resulted in a intermin-
gling of races and a creation of sev-
eral mixed ethnic communities. It is
as if Hawaii were its own country,
and like mainland USA which has
developed regions or states possess-
ing varying degrees of accents and
dialects particular to that specific
region or state, Hawaii has devel-
oped different breeds of pidgin Eng-
lish unique to each of its mixed eth-
nic communities. Therefore, locale
appears to be a significant factor in
the development and formation of
Hawaiian pidgin English.

Hapa haole, originally meaning
Hawaiian and Caucasian, has since
evolved and expanded its definition
to mean Asian and Caucasian and
eventually included a variety of mix-
tures that have become a common
phenomenon of Hawaii. As Mrs.
Hara noted, there are more hapa in
Hawaii than there are those of so-
called mono-ethnic ancestry, there-
fore one of the signatures in which
to identify one's self would be
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through the English they spoke.

However, although the greater
population of Hawaii consists of
mixed race or Asian ancestry making
it seems as if racial discrimination
would be a misplaced numeral in
this equation, identification based on
race is still a strong discriminating
factor in Hawaii. Hara gives as an
example, "kill haole day" which
although usually ends in mere
rumor, is just another example of the
deep-seated conflict and tension that
exist between the Caucasians and
Asian races. The racial factor cou-
pled with a multiplicity of Hawaiian
pidgin English illustrates a need for
Hawaiians of mixed ancestry to dis-
tinguish themselves from not only
Caucasians but from each other as
well.

Marie Hara's talk on pidgin English
illustrates the complexity involved
when delving into the issue of iden-
tity through language. As in the case
of Hawaiian pidgin English, it is not
between two separate languages that
the Hawaiian's identity lies. It is how
one language, English, is developed
and transformed through the influ-
ence of other languages and differ-
ing locales to a point in which it can
stand apart from its original form
and how this new form can become
the foundation from which ones
identity is based.
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Yuji Ichioka's Days at the
University of Tokyo and His
Legacy

Daizaburo Yui

It was on the morning of Sept. 7
that 1 received an e-mail with the
news of Prof. Ichioka's sudden pass-
ing. This was just as an international
symposium titled "The Shock of Sept.
11: Is Dialogue Between Civilizations
Possible?" was about to begin under
the sponsorship of the Center for
Pacific and American Studies at the
University of Tokyo. Hearing that he
had chaired a session on the 1924
immigration law at the August 2001
annual meeting of the West Coast
branch of the American Historical
Association in Vancouver, I had been
optimistic that the strong-spirited
Ichioka was in the process of over-
coming his difficult illness. This made
the news even more shocking and it
was all T could do to maintain my
composure long enough to make it

1999F(CEYI—Y VIRIDLT

HBESNICEDATFAHE

through my presentation at the sym-
posium. Prof. Robert Lee was also in
attendance at the symposium, and he
began his presentation the next day
by expressing his regret over Ichio-
ka's loss.

I first got to know Ichioka well in
November 1981, when he gave a
paper on the history of Japanese-
Americans at the regular meeting of
the Japanese Society of American
Historical Studies at the Komaba
campus of the University of Tokyo. I
still have a clear memory of my sur-
prise at how the jacketless Ichioka,
with a dark-red scarf wrapped
around his neck, delivered his pre-
sentation in such fluent Japanese that
you would never know he was not a
native speaker. A few years later,
when T was a visiting scholar at the
University of California at Berkeley
from 1984 to 1986, he introduced me
to Ronald Takaki and even let me
stay in his home when I visited Los
Angeles. In addition, at my sugges-
tion he took part along with Takaki
in the Asian-American Research Pro-
ject (1992-1998) led by Prof. Masaki
Onozawa of Tsukuba University and
presented papers at several interna-
tional symposia.

From October 1999 to March 2000,
he enthusiastically led classes for
graduate students and undergraduate
seniors as a visiting professor in the
University of Tokyo's Department of
Area Studies, Graduate School of Arts

and Sciences, to which T belong. In
those days he was so vigorous that
he would plunge into basketball
practice at the Komaba campus as
soon as he arrived in Japan and go
for friendly chats over drinks with
students after his classes.

In his "Special Topics in American
Studies," directed toward M.A. and
Ph.D. students, he gave a class titled
"The Wartime Internment of Japan-
ese-Americans: ASurvey of the Litera-
ture and Issues." The syllabus he
handed out to the students, outlining
a 16-week-long multi-dimensional
examination of the causes and effects
of the forced internment of Japanese-
Americans, contained the following
sections:

1. General Introduction

2. “The Military Necessity” Justi-
fication

3. Hollywood's Justification: “Little
Tokio U.S.A.”

4. The Problem of Language

5. Prewar Japanese-American
Communities

6. American Intelligence Surveil-
lance

7. Causal Interpretations I

8. Causal Interpretations II

9. Constitutional Challenges

10. Protestors: Troublemakers or
Resisters?

11. Loyalty Registration

12. Role of Social Scientists

13. Segregation and Resettlement

14.Japanese American Redress
Movement

15. A Visual Recapitulation: Rabbit
in the Moon

16. Meaning and Value of Histori-
cal Memory

As you can see from this syllabus,
Ichioka sought to have the students
approach the problem of Japanese-
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American internment in a multidi-
mensional way by focusing not only
on the Japanese-Americans them-
selves but on the army authorities
who interned them and the social sci-
entists who cooperated in studies at
the camps.

For his half-year-long undergradu-
ate senior course on American Eth-
nicity in the Department of Area
Studies, he presented "Asians in Con-
temporary America: A Survey of
Issues and Problems." As you can see
from the syllabus, he designed the
16-week course as an examination of
what Asian-Americans, despite their
diversity, share in terms of conscious-
ness and lifestyle.

General Introduction
2. Pre-1965 Asian Immigrants and
Their Descendants
3. Asian Americans Today: Nei-
ther White nor Black
Asians as "Model Minority"

NAE

Asian American Panethnicity

6. Asian American Studies: Past
and Present

7. Asian Indians and American
Studies

8. Asian American Workers

9. Asian Americans and Affirma-
tive Action

10. A Diasporic Perspective: The
Case of Filipino Americans

11. New Second Generation Asian
Americans

12. Korean-Americans and Afro-
Americans

13. Asian Americans and American
Politics

14. Asian American Women and
Gender Issues

15. Anti-Asian Violence and Dis-
crimination

16. What Future Holds

One student who took part in this
fascinating course recalls that Ichioka
would often emphasize the impor-
tance of seeing events in historical
perspective, saying that "there is still
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deep-rooted discrimination against
Asian-Americans, but we should not
overlook the fact that in historical
terms there are areas that have seen
progress." In addition, the student
says, Ichioka stressed the importance
of collecting primary documentation,
and enthusiastically recounted how
for that purpose he himself began to
study Japanese as a college student
and became a historical researcher
who took a "bottom-up" approach,
recording first-generation Japanese-
Americans' stories of the hard times
they saw for transmission to later
generations.

Ichioka's scholarship is certain to
live on among young researchers in
Japan. Some of the students who
came into contact with his enthusias-
tic academic work and personality
studied at universities such as UCLA
and UC Berkeley as part of Komaba's
short-term study abroad program,
and a greater number than usual
went on to graduate school. Ichioka
himself seems to have been satisfied
with his half-year on the Komaba
campus. He wrote as follows in an e-
mail he sent me immediately after
returning home:

"Thanks for everything. T hope that
I was able to contribute, in my small
way, to your American Studies pro-
gram. I'm sure that I'll have a contin-
uing relationship to the students with
I left
Japan with fond memories of my one
As T said before,
it was an educational experience for

whom I came into contact.
semester at Todai.

me since I had never taught in
Japan."

Just one year after he wrote this,
however, Ichioka was struck by the
sudden onset of illness, and when I
visited Los Angeles in March 2001 he
was unable to even see me. I
returned to Japan after leaving a get-
well card signed by worried students
at the entrance to his house, and he
took the trouble to respond as fol-
lows by e-mail.

"In a nutshell that is where every-
thing stands. Please tell my former
students that I greatly appreciated
their words of encouragement which
helped boost my spirits during diffi-
cult times. And thank you, too, for
your thoughtfulness."

One corner of the desk in my
office is now covered with copies of
books and articles totaling several
hundred pages that comprised the
reading assignment for Ichioka's
courses. Looking at these materials,
which he left with me as a memento
at the end of his courses, I feel that I
must carry on his scholarship after
my own fashion and publish the
results of my work on the history of
Japanese-Americans.

A gathering to mourn the passing
of Ichioka's scholarship and character
is planned for December 2002 in
Japan, and many scholars who share
my feelings will probably take part.
Those who attend will no doubt pay
tribute to the legacy of Ichioka, who
greatly contributed to the develop-
ment of research on the history of
Japanese-American immigrants, and
resolve anew to carry on his scholar-
ship. Please, Mr. Ichioka, rest in
peace.

(@ 7ZNERSHICPASE VY — )

Reprinted with permission from
UCLA Asian American Studies Center
Press. Original essay published in
Amerasia Journal 28:3: The Politics

of Remembering (2002).
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