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Banks’ Florilegium: Art, Science, and Colonialism

Anna Johnston

(Associate Professor of English at University of Tasmania)

A postcolonial artefact of great beau-
ty went on display in Tokyo in Decem-
ber 2014; The Bunkamura Museum' s
exhibition “Captain Cook’ s Voyage and
Banks' Florilegium” had as its centre-
piece the delicately etched, full-colour
prints of botanical specimens that Sir
Joseph Banks brought back to England
from Lieutenant James Cook’ s 1768-
71 voyage.' Cook” s Endeavour voyage
was sponsored, in part, by Banks,
whose keen interest in travel and in
natural history was pricked by the
Royal Society’ s plan to send observers
to the southern hemisphere to observe
the transit of Venus across the face of
the sun. Banks brought to the voyage
a £10,000 subsidy, a scientific party
including his botanical tutor Daniel
Solander and artists to record findings,

and a keen sense that he would make
botanical discoveries just as significant
as the astronomical observations. He
was not disappointed; the voyagers’
experiences in the Pacific were literally
life changing, both for the Europeans
who travelled and the peoples whom
they encountered. To borrow Greg
Dening’ s resonant words, nothing and
no-one crossed the beach unchanged.”
A vast quantity of botanical specimens,
drawings, and observations returned
to England, even if the artists who
had executed them did not: landscape
artist Alexander Buchan had died
on the voyage out to Tahiti, and the
second artist Sydney Parkinson died
at Batavia (now Jakarta, Indonesia) on
the return voyage. Over 30,000 plants,
representing 3600 species, arrived at

Bank’ s house in Soho, many of them
viewed for the first time by European
scientists swept up in the rage for bot-
any inaugurated by the Swede Carl
Linnaeus. Banks also collected ethno-
graphic artefacts, and indeed had in-
tended to bring the Tahitian navigator
Tupaia to London as a kind of living
specimen.’ Unfortunately, Tupaia too
died at Batavia before reaching En-
gland. The botanical collection cement-
ed Banks' reputation as a leading man
of science, although the lavish illus-
trated multi-volume book he planned to
showcase it —a florilegium, a record of
plants from a particular region—did not
eventuate in his lifetime. The “Banks’
Florilegium” exhibition displays a selec-
tion of the over 740 engraved plates that
artists and engravers produced under
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Solander’ s supervision and Banks’
sponsorship. These were not printed
as a whole collection until the 1980s,
when Alecto Historical Editions and the
British Museum collaborated to produce
a full-colour edition. Published across a
decade in 34 parts, Banks' Florilegium
is a collectors’ item: only 100 sets were
made available for sale, and many are
held by Australian state institutions
or in private hands. This exhibition
showcases the holding of Bunkamura’ s
parent company, Tokyu Corporation.
The botanical prints on display are
exquisitely beautiful. The original il-
lustrations were mostly done by the
young Quaker Parkinson, on board ship
at night from samples collected during
days onshore in the Society Islands,
New Zealand, Australia, or Java. Some-
times there was so much material to
sketch that Parkinson could only get the
basic details and live colours down on
paper, and would have to trust that the
dried botanical specimens that would
accompany his drawings would survive
to provide the contextual information
to refine the species and genera. The
1980s production team used a seven-
teenth-century technique called a la
poupée to produce the exact shades
and textural effects of the original
plants, their foliage, flowers, and seeds:
each colour was applied directly to the
plate and colour accuracy was checked
against Parkinson's notes and by the
British Museum's botanical editor
Chris Humphries and botany librarian
Judith Diment. Each plate was carefully
proofed, a process that took from one
week to two months. Each is printed
with a record of the exact date or date
span on which the specimen was col-
lected; the location; the species and
genus names; the name of the collector
who first described the plant; the named
source and date of the original sketch
(mostly Parkinson); and the name and
date of the artist in eighteenth-century

England whose painting the print re-
produces.

The prints are dense with embedded
knowledge—the viewer must know
how to translate the mysterious words
and letters beneath old engravings (del.
Parkinson 1770; F. P. Nodder pinx.
1780, for example), and have passing
familiarity with Linnaean systems of
binomial classification system (the
Latin two-word tags: Banksia serrata,
for example). If the viewer is familiar
with the late eighteenth- and nineteenth-
century colonial world, the brief family
names of collectors who are credited
with first identifying a particular species
reads like a who' s who of European
science and inquiry: the CMS mission-
ary William Colenso in New Zealand;
the German naturalist father and son
Johann Reinhold and Georg Forster,
who accompanied Cook’ s second voy-
age; Jacques Labillardiére, the French
collector who published the first true
study of Australian flora following
his voyage to the Pacific in search of
La Pérouse; James Edward Smith, the
wealthy young Briton who bought
Linnaeus’ personal collection from his
impoverished widow and thus, with
Banks, ensured British domination
of the botanical sciences; William J
Hooker, inaugural director of Kew
Gardens, which became the centre of
Britain’ s botanical empire; Ferdinand
von Mueller, botanist and first direc-
tor of the Royal Melbourne Botanical
Gardens; and many other familiar fig-
ures. The intimately connected world of
colonial collectors and imperial sci-
ence are embedded in the simple iden-
tification lines beneath each plate. In
these images, as the organizers note in
their exhibition catalogue, Banks" Flo-
rilegeum can be seen as an important
modern result of the eighteenth-century
scientific study of plants: science, tech-
nology, and art coalesce to produce
objects of great aesthetic value.*

Yet if these prints are densely coded
with some kinds of information, they
are also haunted by notable silences.
Some contributors to the catalogue,
including the Australian Ambassador
Bruce Miller in his thoughtful foreword,
point to the uses that indigenous people
made of the plants listed in the florile-
gium—everyday uses, such as food,
medicine, weapons, tools, and housing.’
Doug Benson emphasises that plants
that made striking still life arrangements
for Parkinson’ s watercolours also pro-
vided the local Gweagal people with
sustenance.® So too he points out that
Aboriginal uses of individual plants
were closely observed by curious sci-
entists and their servants, such as spear
shafts being crafted from Xanthorrhoea
resinosa stems.’

These quiet voices in the catalogue
remind us that botanical specimens
existed within over-lapping worlds,
with multiple naming systems, and were
subject to a variety of different claims as
to their use and value. When we extoll
narratives of the great men of imperial
Britain and their unique discoveries,
we can easily overlook the ways in
which European knowledge systems,
elite careers of power and prestige, and
scientific-artistic innovations were often
dependent upon raw material collected
by ordinary sailors and servants.® That
material was often collected after en-
counters with or observations of indig-
enous people, whose sublunary pursuits
of subsistence may seem far removed
from either imperial science or high
art production, yet whose knowledge
informed both.

The “Banks’ Florilegium” exhibi-
tion provides only limited evidence
of the people who were encountered
alongside plant life in these new spaces
for European exploration. There are
some cabinet displays of ethnographic
artefacts pertinent to each of the three
key locations—Polynesian shell or-
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naments and tools, for example;
Aboriginal bark paintings and small
sculptures of Australian fauna; Javanese
jewellery and batik cloth—but these
seem curiously uninhabited by the actual
people who made, used, and wore these
items.” Australian animals are displayed
(in Aboriginal art and craft forms)
before “Aboriginal encounters” are
noted. Of course, the imperial archive
is not fulsome in its account of many
individual indigenous people, or indeed
the working-class science assistants
whose actual labour lies behind Banks’
Florilegeum, but there is a stark con-
trast between the specificity of em-
bedded information about European
knowledge production processes in the
prints, on the one hand, and the vagaries
of plant specimens floating free of the
cultures in which they had been rooted,
on the other. Yet, as Benson hints,
British imperial science can be seen
as a form of knowledge transfer from
colonial locales and indigenous infor-
mants to imperial metropolitan circles.
So too it is important to remember
that botanical science was integral to
British imperial expansion. Professor
Kathy Willis presented a fascinating
radio documentary series Plants: From
Roots to Riches for BBC4 in 2014. In
conversation with leading historians of
science, botanists, and archivists, Willis
traces the role of imperial botany in se-
curing British world domination by the
end of the nineteenth century. Banks’
collection increased the number of
species known to European scientists by
25% and represented a compendium of
this “newly systemised knowledge”."
It increased Banks' influence exponen-
tially. With the accrued celebrity of his
scientific voyage, Banks had the ear of
many in powerful positions. Banks’
eight days at Botany Bay was sufficient
for him to advise the British government
of the site’ s suitability (supported by
Cook), and thus Australia” s inaugural

penal settlement was made in 1788.
King George [II—nicknamed “Farmer
George” for his interest in agriculture
and land cultivation—supported Banks
in revitalising Kew Gardens, which
would become the epicentre of a vast
network of collectors, botanists, and
interested amateurs who sent sufficient
botanical material from far-flung colo-
nies for Britain to dominate the science
for a long time. In this, Britain' s set-
tler colonies—Australia, New Zealand,
Canada—played a crucial part, one com-
ponent of what historian James Belich
terms “the settler revolution” by which
the Anglophone world ascended to un-
precedented influence and privilege."

Science and imperial botany were
thus of mutual benefit. Through sci-
ence—as through religion—Britain
sought to exercise a “civilising” power
globally, alongside political and mili-
tary domination. Like religion, science
has often been seen as a benefit brought
by imperialism, a kind of amelioration
for the violence and societal destruction
wrought by empire.'”” Much of my own
research deals with the complex entan-
glement of missionaries and the British
Empire. Although I trained as a
literature scholar, I have become in-
creasingly interested in the historical
and cultural contexts in which writing
is produced, circulated, and consumed.
I am vitally interested in thinking about
books, magazines, and other forms of
print culture as material artefacts which
circulated through the globalising
world of the British Empire alongside
other material culture. Books, ideas,
art, commodities, and bodies (both
colonizing and colonized) traversed the
eighteenth- and nineteenth-century Bri-
tish world, energised and transported by
empire.

Alongside the botanical prints in the
“Banks’ Florilegium” exhibition are
artefacts which bear testimony to the
mobility of these “entangled objects” of

the British Empire.” Maps, globes, and
navigational objects demonstrate the
enormous advances in technology which
enabled European expansion. The fact
that most of these objects are sourced
from Japanese museums—university
and public museums specialising in
marine science, folk history, and anthro-
pology, for example—makes clear how
quickly this knowledge circulated and
was adopted for both practical and
symbolic purposes. The Pacific arte-
facts are particularly resonant: they are
mostly sourced from the George Brown
collection at the National Museum of
Ethnology (Minpaku), Osaka."* Brown
was a Methodist missionary, sent to
Savai' i (Samoa) in 1860, and as a keen
amateur scientist he joined “imperial
networks” in circulating ethnographic,
zoological, and botanical data from the
Pacific.”” He was also a prolific early
photographer. In 1986 his collection of
ethnographic artefacts was purchased
by Minpaku from the UK: in addition
to a permanent exhibition, this material
was used extensively in the museum’ s
exceptionally well-curated 2014 exhi-

16 and

bition “The Power of Images,”
then also in the Banks' Florilegium
exhibition. The exhibitions of these
artefacts—and the histories, ideas, and
cultures which they carry with them—
should serve to remind us of the ongoing
aftermath of colonialism in the modern
world, and the complex and multivalent
meanings of objects.'” It is a resonant
example too of the entanglement of
contemporary aesthetics and museum
practices in ongoing and troubling ques-
tions about power and privilege across

cultures.

! The exhibition is scheduled to run 23 Decem-
ber 2014-1 March 2015 at The Bunkamura Mu-
seum of Art, Tokyo; 18 July-23 September 2015
at the Onomichi Museum of Art, Hiroshima.

2 Greg Dening, Islands and Beaches: Dis-
course on a Silent Land: Marqueasas 1774-
1880 (Chicago: The Dorsey P, 1980).
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> As he would do later with fellow Ra'iatean
Mai / Omai, who arrived in London in 1774
from Cook’ s second voyage and was housed
and feted by Banks at British society s leading
events.

*+ Captain Cook' s Voyage and Banks' Flo-
rilegium (Tokyo: Bunkamura Museum of Art,
2014).

5 Bruce Miller, “Message,” Captain Cook s Voy-
age and Banks' Florilegium.

® The 2015-16 Visiting Professor of Australian
Studies, Maria Nugent, has written widely about
the Gweagal people of Botany Bay and Kurnell.
See Botany Bay: Where Histories Meet (Syd-
ney: Allen & Unwin, 2005).

7 Doug Benson, “Botanical Discovery in Austra-
lia: The Exciting New Plants of Botany Bay,”
Captain Cook’ s Voyage and Banks' Florile-
gium.

8 Australian writer Roger MacDonald seeks to

imagine the experience of Syms Covington,
the shooter and shipboard assistant on Charles
Darwin' s famous Beagle voyage, in his superb
novel Mr Darwin’ s Shooter (1998).

? They are also distant from the historic period
of botanical collection, many having been col-
lected from the 1950s onwards.

10 Kathy Willis, Episode 2 Plants to Shape
Society, podcast audio, Plants: From Roots to
Riches, 15 minutes, accessed 28 January 2015,
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b049yhd5.

' James Belich, Replenishing the Earth: The
Settler Revolution and the Rise of the Anglo-
World, 1783-1939 (Oxford: Oxford UP, 2009).
12 See Anna Johnston, Missionary Writing and
Empire, 1800-1860 (Cambridge: Cambridge
UP, 2003); The Paper War: Morality, Print
Culture, and Power in Colonial New South
Wales (Crawley: U of Western Australia P,
2011).

13 Nicholas Thomas, Entangled Objects: Ex-
change, Material Culture, and Colonialism
in the Pacific (Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard UP,
1991).

' Minpaku has an informative website and a
database here: http://www.r.minpaku.ac.jp/GBC/
index.html.

!5 Alan Lester, Imperial Networks: Creating
Identities in Nineteenth-Century South Africa
and Britain (London and New York: Routledge,
2001).

16 See http://www.minpaku.ac.jp/english/mu-
seum/exhibition/special/20140911power/index.
'7 For a pointed intervention into the recuper-
ation of missionary collecting practices, see
Richard Eves, “Missionary or Collector? The
Case of George Brown,” Museum Anthro-
pology 22, no. 1 (1998): 49-60.
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War, Peace and Democracy: Ordinary Americans
Debate World War 1I

David Goodman

(Professor of History at University of Melbourne)

Between the outbreak of war in Eu-

rope in September 1939 and the attack
on Pearl Harbor in December 1941,
there was a fierce debate in the United
States about the war. This often-bitter
debate pitted ‘interventionists’ against
‘isolationists’ .
That much is of course well known. You
can read in dozens of books about the way
President Franklin Roosevelt, an interven-
tionist at heart, dealt with his majority
isolationist nation — moving it slowly, not
always openly, towards preparedness for
intervention. A smaller set of books details
the complicated battles in Congress, where
the division over the war never neatly
followed party lines. There are also some
studies of public opinion from the per-
spective of opinion polls.

I am writing instead however a dif-
ferent kind of history, one about the
role of ordinary Americans in the war
debate. In the 1940s, volume of mail
was still an accepted measure of public
opinion. Three major lobbying organ-
isations — the isolationist America First

Committee, the interventionist Com-

mittee to Defend America by Aiding
the Allies, and the more radically
interventionist Fight for Freedom, Inc.
— worked to get citizens to write letters
to Washington. Each of them issued the
same advice: write often, write in your
own words, write when a decision is
about to be made. The resulting letters,
now in archives all over the US, provide
much of my research material. The
duelling committees not only called
forth these expressions of individual
opinion, they also fostered the idea
that expressing an opinion was a civic
obligation.

From this grassroots perspective,
the war debate looks a little different.
Isolationism was, I argue, a populist and
nationalist movement supported by the
self-identified ‘plain people’ — ordinary
Americans who had learned from WWI
that it was mainly the rich and powerful
who wanted war. One 71 year-old man
wrote of Roosevelt + the wicked war-
mongers -+ these lieing deceitful unA-
mericans ; for such people, nationalism

and isolationism were inseparable. For

2015 1H9HCPASE=F—(CT

many second-generation Americans,
too, ardent isolationist nationalism was
a form of self-assimilation to the nation.

Local interventionists, on the other
hand, were often from more elite
backgrounds, and likely to be more
educated. Many had links to progressive
educational, peace, women' s and inter-
nationalist movements — and hence
some tendency to think that long talks,
adult education and discussion forums
were the best way to educate the peo-
ple up to internationalism. The cosmo-
politan elite that supported CDAAA
was ethical, internationalist, admirable
in almost every way, but was often
uncomfortable or reluctant about using
the techniques of mass persuasion —
because it so clearly understood its task
as education not propaganda.

Adding the voices of ordinary
people to the history of the war debate
changes our understanding of it. It
turns platitudes about aspirations to
a democratic foreign policy into an
understanding of how grassroots debate
about foreign policy debates actually
worked in this democracy. Paying atten-
tion to the voices of ordinary Americans
makes the debate look messier, but
more interesting. Most importantly, it
demonstrates the high levels of civic
engagement on all sides. But it also
shows up important social and cultural
tensions — tensions that would largely
but not entirely disappear on the 7th of
December 1941.
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Mr. Paine’ s Iron Bridge:
Architecture and Poli-
tics in the Age of Dem-
ocratic Revolutions
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Hoover Institution: Its
Mission, Its Activities,
and Its Asian Collec-
tions

TUyT - Y% £IF—BHE

On October 15, 2014, Dr. Eric Wakin, the
director of library and archives of the Hoover
Institution of Stanford University, delivered
a presentation entitled “Hoover Institution:
Its Mission, Its Activities, and Its Asian
Collections.” Dr. Wakin is a specialist in
American history and his previous book was
about Thailand and America. However, the
main topic of his presentation was the his-
tory of the Hoover Institution and its Asian
collections since it may be interesting to a
larger audience at the University of Tokyo.

First, Dr. Wakin talked about the history
of the Hoover Institution and explained its
mission. The Hoover Institution is almost
100 years old and is affiliated with Stanford
University, but it also has its own organiza-
tion, bylaws, funding and activities. The
history of the Institution’ s collection can be
dated back to 1919 when Mr. Hoover thought
of collecting materials on war. Throughout
his life, Mr. Hoover had different visions
about why the institution existed, and the
institution has also changed over time. But
as Dr. Wakin argued that “any institution
that won' t change will die,” “change” may
explain why the Hoover Institution has kept
its vitality. Starting as a center of archives and
books, the Hoover Institution has evolved
into a comprehensive and dynamic institution
offering effective guidance for future genera-
tions with both public policy analysis and
pure research from various disciplines. As to
the mission of the library, Wakin noted that

they collect, preserve and make available

most of the important materials in the world,
and especially focus on social and economic
changes in the 20th and 21st century.

In the following part, Wakin introduced the
institution s archives. The Hoover Institution
is one of the largest archival institutions in
America and has more than 6000 collections
from 150 countries in almost 70 languages.
Among the gargantuan collections, the largest
is Russian, the most popular one is Chinese
especially Chiang Kai-shek’ s diary, and the
biggest digital collection comes from Iraq.
All of the collections are free and open to
anyone with no restrictions. As to the Asian
collection, except for Chiang’ s diary, Dr.
Wakin shared some other important ones such
as the modern Japanese history manuscript
collection, the Araki Sadao collections, the
Koshikan Records, the Agnew motion picture
film, poster collections and so on. Dr. Hsiao-
ting Lin, who is a curator of the East Asian
collections, explained the Chinese collection
in more detail. He pointed out that there are
around 900 Chinese collections stocked in
the Hoover Institution, among which only
100 collections are in solely Chinese, and
those collections can be divided into three
categories: KMT related materials in pre-
1949; KMT (Taiwan) collections of the post-
1949 era; and CCP documents after 1949.

Dr. Wakin then explained how Hoover
achieves its social impact by offering scholars
vast scholarship and conducting research
activities. Each year, thousands of researchers
and scholars from around the world come

to the Hoover Institution, and hundreds of

2014108 15HCPASE=F—ICT

articles and books are annually published by
using the institution’ s archives. In order to
encourage more people to use its resources,
the institution offers a visiting fellowship
for scholars to do research at the Hoover
Institution, and from 2014, it started an online
application scholarship program to support
students from America and foreign countries
to use the archives. In addition, the institution
sponsors four workshops every summer and
other kinds of conferences.

In the final part of the seminar, participants
showed great interests in the institution’ s
archives and raised various questions such as
the contents of the poster collection, materials
about media history of Manchukuo, African
collections, the institution’ s future plans on
digitalization. Dr. Wakin responded to those
questions by explaining the Asian collections
in the Hoover Institution in more detail, but
at the same time, he admitted that the open
service is limited due to specific reasons such
as copyrights.

With the unparalleled original documen-
tation on modern history, the Hoover
Institution plays a distinguished role in pro-
viding historical knowledge and intellectual
foundation for policy debate. Dr. Wakin' s
introduction of the Asian collections in this
renowned institution provided Asian re-
searchers a precious opportunity to access to

more possible resources.
(& x 29 @ WRIRFRAERE)




CPAS Newsletter *» Vol.l15 No.2

Genius in Bondage: The-
ories of Genius / Men-
tal Ability and Social
Inequality in Early Amer-
ica
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the Wild, and the Mutant in Australian Film’ (The University of Sydney)
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