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Tom Paine’s Iron Bridge: Architecture, Politics, and
the Creation of a Revolutionary New Society

Edward G. Gray

(Professor of History at Florida State University)

The American revolutionary Thom-
as Paine is best known for the 1776
pamphlet Common Sense, a plea for re-
publican government that paved the way
for American independence. For most
of the twentieth and twenty-first century,
scholars have seen Paine as most of his
contemporaries did: as a political rad-
ical, whose astonishing rhetorical gifts
helped him make republicanism the
political creed of an age. But for all of
Paine’ s accomplishments, for all of the
power of his writings, scholars have also
generally accepted his contemporaries’
view that he was also a man of very
limited vision. Much as he despised
an old world of kings and aristocrats,
and much as he worked to destroy that
world, so this interpretation suggests,
Paine had few ideas about what would

follow. As John Adams said of Paine,
and as Paine’ s career as pamphleteer
might suggest, he had “a better hand at
pulling down than building.”'

My book, Tom Paine’s Iron Bridge:
Architecture, Politics, and the Crea-
tion of a Revolutionary New Society,
seeks a different Thomas Paine. It seeks
a Thomas Paine as committed to build-
ing a new world as to tearing down an
old one. That commitment was em-
bodied in a bold new iron bridge design,
one Paine tirelessly promoted for much
of the second half of his life. This bridge,
Paine believed, would forever change
the lives of ordinary people. It would
free them to conduct business unin-
hibited by corrupt riverboat men and
hazardous waterways.

In facilitating the movement of

people—on land across the bridge,
and on unobstructed rivers beneath—
the bridge would also have a vital po-
litical function. It would make a truly
integrated polity possible. Free socie-
ties would work only insofar as their
citizens could communicate with one
another. In the United States, the prob-
lem became a source of intense po-
litical disagreement during the debates
over the ratification of a new Federal
Constitution. Opponents of the Consti-
tution doubted that so vast a country
could bind together its disparate and dis-
cordant parts without reverting to some
form of tyranny. But James Madison,
the political visionary behind the new
Constitution, assured skeptics that “the
intercourse throughout the union will be
daily facilitated by new improvements,”
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by which Madison meant roads, canals,
dredged rivers, and other arteries of
commerce. As long as Americans could
overcome barriers to communications,
whether the natural ones of bad wea-
ther and rushing rivers or the human-
made ones of faction and party, there
was every reason to be optimistic about
the prospects of even so sprawling

a republic as the new United States.
Bound together by a new human-made
infrastructure, even a republic the size
of the United States would become a
cohesive political community. Such
was Paine’ s reasoning as well: without
bridges of the sort he invented, a repub-
lic the size of the United States became
impossible.”

!'L. H. Butterfield, ed., Adams Family Corre-
spondence, vol. 1 (Cambridge, MA: Belknap
Press of Harvard University Press, 1963), 363.

2 Alexander Hamilton, James Madison, and
John Jay, The Federalist, ed. Jacob E. Cooke
(Middletown, CT: Wesleyan University Press,
1961), 86-87.
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Google as Gatekeeper:
How Google’'s Search
Algorithm Promotes
Better Citizenship

Sa—> - JyF— I S-S

JEA &

On May 12, 2014, Sean Richey, Associate
Professor of Political Science at Georgia State
University, gave a lecture entitled “Google
as Gatekeeper: How Google's Search Al-
gorithm Promotes Better Citizenship™ at the

Center for Pacific and Ameri-
can Studies (CPAS) at the Uni-
versity of Tokyo. Dr. Richey,
Fulbright Scholar for 2013-14
at the University of Tokyo and
Japan Women' s University, has
published many articles and
books discussing political com-
munication and political behav-
ior, which include some works
with Ken' ichi Ikeda, Professor
of Social Studies at Doshisha
University and former Professor
of Social Psychology at the University of
Tokyo. In the lecture, Dr. Richey argued that
the algorithm used by Google Search shows
the possibility to bring good effects on voting
behavior.

Google is one of the most familiar search
engines to people both in Japan and US.
According to Dr. Richey, about 50% of all
Americans use Google, which equals to 70%
of Internet users in US. Out of millions of
websites, Google provides information in
a certain order: they rank webpages by the
number of prior links to that page, so called
Google' s PageRank system. This is related
to a theoretical idea of “Gatekeeper’ in the
title, an agency to filter information in the
communications such as publication, broad-
casting, and the Internet. Although Gate-
keeping limits topics people can access, it
plays an important role in agenda setting
and in keeping out fallacious information.
Dr. Richey brought this concept to the dis-
cussion of political behavior and explored
these three questions: Does Google return
informative websites first? Do citizens click
the websites first listed at the top by Goo-
gle when researching ballot measures? Can
citizens extract information about ballot mea-
sures using Google? The method was as fol-
lows; Participants, given specific instructions
to use Google, researched ballot questions
related to a certain issue such as charter
schools for 20 minutes on a computer that
defaults to Google as a start page; Experi-
menters removed the participants from com-
puters and collected each search history; The
participants answered post-test questions
about the topic they searched. The experiment
was conducted to three different groups of

people: college students, adults recruited on

2014F5812HCPASE=ZF—ICT

the street, and computer workers.

Dr. Richey answered the research ques-
tions with experimental results. First, Google
returns informative websites first. Google pri-
oritized mainstream sources including news-
papers and governmental websites. Second,
citizens click the websites first listed at the top
by Google when researching ballot measures.
The result showed many people went to only
first page and implied Google s PageRank
system does influence on users’ ways of
collecting information. Third, the test scores
suggested that citizens can extract informa-
tion about ballot measures using Google. Dr.
Richey explained the importance of such a
Gatekeeper especially in political decision
making. Google' s PageRank system offers
appropriate lists of webpages, as long as other
Internet users are choosing information wisely,
because the result of Google Search reflects
Internet users’ behavior.

Various questions from the audience led
to active discussions: such as on the popula-
tion diversity in US including race, class,
accessibility to the Internet, and the first
language; and on whether minority news-
papers are less likely to be represented than
mainstream ones because of Google' s Page-
Rank system. Several participants were drawn
to the meaning of the expressions like “better
choice” and “choosing wisely” and asked
its relation to the practice of getting much
information. Other questions included not
only benefits but also risks of Google, the
possibility that the company may manipulate
the result of searching.

Not only voting but also research has been
tremendously influenced by a Gatekeeper of
Google Scholar, a common tool in searching

previous studies. Today it returns academic
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publications by citation number, which directs
users to works most referred. Google Scholar,
more than ever before, seems to reinforce the
perception that such publication is “good.”
Dr. Richey provided an important opportunity
to become conscious of the very familiar but
often unquestioned tool and to discuss various
activities correlated with this new technology

including democracy and research.
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Narratives of National

Belonging: The Domes-

tic, the Wild, and the

Mutant in Australian

Film

HRYF—F - TIE— I F—8H
Rosa Lee

Catriona Elder, the CPAS Visiting Profes-
sor of Australian Studies from the University
of Sydney, delivered a presentation titled
“Narratives of National Belonging: The Do-
mestic, the Wild, and the Mutant in Austra-
lian Film~ on May 19, 2014. Her seminar
explored late twentieth-century narratives
about ‘out-of-place or out-of-control’ flora
and fauna, as well as people, to discuss non-
Indigenous populations’ imaginations about
their belonging in settler-colonies. Through
this exploration, Elder explicated the complex-
ities of defining Australians from the native/
exotic or the introduced, and the political
anxieties confronting white and other non-
Indigenous Australians who are confronted
with their alienation from native Australia.

The seminar began with Elder’ s introduc-

2014F58 19HCPAStE=F—I(CT

tion of the complexities of defining the local
and the aliens in settler colonies through the
juxtaposition of Australia’ s protective attitude
toward native/exotic wild animals with the
state’ s hostility toward introduced ‘others’
such as cane toads and domestic cats. Ironi-
cally, the latter who were introduced in the
course of colonising and taming the native
gradually came to be classified as ‘pests’ that
dismantle ecological balance. The ambiva-
lent relationship between the local and the
introduced was further explained through
a film about the journey of Aboriginal girls
who seek to return to their communities in
Rabbit-Proof Fence (2002). Here, the fences
imposed by settlers excluded not only the
pest-turned domestic rabbits, but also the
Indigenous girls from their land.

Having delineated the settler colonial con-
text, Elder embarked on her scrutiny of Aus-
tralian cinema with Babe (1995) and Lantana
(2001) where understandings of belonging
are unsettled by domesticated subjects such
as a cute piglet and the luscious lantana
flower. Although both subjects were intro-
duced into Australia by British colonisers
in attempts to domesticate the unknown ter-
rain, their presence produced more than a
sense of familiarity. A displaced order of
relations could be observed in Babe as a
piglet successfully subverts the status quo of
an (imagined) English barnyard by winning
a sheepdog competition. A graver air of
disturbance is produced in Lantana where
thickets of flower are employed to highlight
elements such as divorce and gay men that
deviate from everyday Australian suburban
life. As aesthetically appealing but a men-
acing threat upon Australian flora, lantana
signifies challenges to the
patriarchal social fabric.

Elder’ s exploration then
shifted to the more overtly
disturbing mutant entities
in Razorback (1984) and
Rogue (2007) as she exam-
ines how ideas of belong-
ing are constructed with a
reference to gender conven-
tions. Razorback is set in
post-apocalyptic Australian

outback poisoned by indus-

trialisation and threatened by violent boars
that have mutated as a result of pollution.
Here, mutant boars as a symbol of the feral
and the hyper-masculine are no more than
subjects to be controlled by modes of civ-
ilization such as modern machinery which
ultimately kills the beasts. On the other hand,
the giant crocodile in Rogue represents “the
ideal local” of sacred Aboriginal land upon
which the tourists trespassed in response
to a distress flair. Likewise Razorback, the
omnipresent local in Rogue is killed by a
visiting American man whose intervention
could be read as a genre convention of the
knight in shining armour. Elder furthered
her interpretation by noting the changing
awareness of land ownership that occurred
in the period between the productions of
these films. That is, the Rogue’ s masculine
other could also be a signifier of the messy
post-settler colonial relationships between
the harmless and/or threatening natives, the
introduced locals and outsiders.

The journey into Australian narratives of
national belonging ended with Black Water
(2007), another film based on crocodiles.
However the source of disturbance is differ-
ent in this work because the threat from within
is replaced with a more ambivalent entity - the
increasing population of saltwater crocodiles
in coastal northern Australia. The crocodiles’
intrusive threat is directed at domestic tour-
ists who become literally alienated from
land as they seek refuge from the crocodiles
by climbing onto a mangrove tree. Likewise
Rogue, the focus of competing relations sur-
rounding national belonging in Black Water
is shifted from the dialectics between Indi-
genous and non-natives to settlers and new-
comers to the land, particularly from the
north. Touching upon Australia’ s political
and economic relationship with Asian nations
and the issue of asylum seekers who cross
South East Asian waters to reach Australian
shores, Elder revealed the nation’s vulner-
ability and fear of invasion from the north.

In short, Elder’ s exploration elucidated
the ambivalence of Australia as a settler-
colony, a space which continues to be dis-
possessed and claimed by the Indigenous,
non-native Australians and newcomers. Her

scrutiny of recent Australian cinematic depic-




CPAS Newsletter * Vol.15 No.l

tions of local, exotic, and threatening flora
and fauna in their contexts also demonstrated
a means to consider social relations through
popular media culture.
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Chinese Gold Miners and
the Chinese ‘Question’
in Pacific Settler Coun-
tries: California and Aus-
tralia
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