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Mud and Fire: Crossing lowa in 1846

In 1846, more than 14,000 Latter-
day Saints (or Mormons) fled their
homes in Nauvoo, Illinois. Eventually
this migration would take them to
the Rocky Mountains where they
established what is now the state
of Utah, but in 1846 their objective
was simply to make their way across
Iowa to a temporary refuge in what
was then Indian Territory. They left
Illinois because their neighbors no
longer wanted them there and because
after the murder of their Prophet and
leader Joseph Smith, they no longer
had faith in the ability of the United
States to provide religious liberty.
They hoped to establish a new City of
Zion beyond its borders.

The problem was how to move
15,000 refugees and their cooking
pots, trunks, and cattle to a temporary
stopping place on the Missouri River.
Council Bluffs, lowa, the jumping
off place for lands further west, was
then situated on the borders of the
nation. Beyond—in what is now
the state of Nebraska—lay Indian
Territory. The Indians gathered there
were also refugees. In a sense, the
Latter-day Saints had become white
Indians, heirs to a centuries long habit
of pushing unwanted neighbors to the
west. The citizens of Illinois believed
they were justified in expelling the
Mormons. The problem, in their
view was not only that the Latter-day
Saints practiced a new and strange
religion, but that they had grown too
powerful. Like other municipalities
in Illinois, Nauvoo had its own militia
and courts. Neighbors claimed that

Laurel Thatcher Ulrich
(Harvard University)

Mormons committed unspeakable
crimes, then fled to their own city for
protection. Whatever the truth of that
charge, the Mormons did tend to vote
as a block in county elections, and
some feared, given the constant influx
of new immigrants, that they would
truly take over the region.

As tensions escalated, the
Governor negotiated with Brigham
Young and other leaders, promising
temporary protection in exchange for
a promise to move on. The Mormons
were willing to move West but first
they believed God wanted them to
finish the Temple they had begun in
Nauvoo. They believed they needed
to perform sacred ordinances there,
even if they had to leave it behind.
The more practical among them
thought they might be able to sell the
completed building to help finance
their migration. Outraged neighbors,
convinced that the Mormons would
never leave voluntarily, threatened
vigilante action. In response, a
vanguard, roughly 3,000 strong,
left Nauvoo in February. Another
10,000 set out in June, straining the
limited resources on the trail across
southern Iowa. The remainder, those
too poor or stubborn to join the early
migration, fled Nauvoo in the autumn,
when the state of Illinois withdrew
its protection and allowed mobs to
burn property and desecrate the newly
completed Temple.

A great deal has been written
about the political and religious
conflict in Illinois, and even more
about the epic migration of the

Latter-day Saints to the Rocky
Mountains. Lesser known are the
internal conflicts the group faced
in the wake of their expulsion from
Nauvoo. The lecture I gave in Tokyo,
part of a larger study of nineteenth-
century Mormon diaries, focused
on the physical and spiritual trauma
the refugees experienced as they
struggled to maintain their own faith
in themselves as God’s chosen people.
More than a dozen Latter-day Saints
recorded the journey across lowa.
Their stories, when taken together,
allow us to see the ways in which
suffering shaped the Mormon epic.
The refugees faced blizzards,
thunderstorms, mosquitoes,
rattlesnakes, and mud so deep that
it marooned their heavy wagons
for days at a time. In late summer
fires raged across the prairie. Diarist
Wilford Woodruff said he had never
seen the Latter Day Saints “passing
through greater tribulations or
wearing down faster.” The most
severe trials, however, did not
come from their enemies or from
the elements, but from their own
struggles to live their religion. Many
were members of newly-formed
Although
some described loving relations, other

polygamous families.

acknowledged petty jealousies and
quarrels that undermined their own
idealism. After a long illness, diarist
and poet Eliza Snow complained that
“while suffering much in body, &
lying as it were at the gates of death”
she had to endure “family discord,
which I think proper to call hell.”
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From middle-aged leaders to teen-
age brides, the diarists wrote openly
of their own struggles to live up to
the demanding ideals of their faith.
In one semi-comic account, English
immigrant Thomas Bullock told of
an angry husband who threatened to
sell his wife when she sold something
without his permission.

Many years later, a Danish
convert, Carl Christian Anton
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Christensen, who emigrated to Utah in
the 1850s, painted a panorama which
he carried around the Territory in the
1870s to remind the inhabitants of
their people’s history. He portrayed
the crossing of the Mississippi as the
Saints vacated Nauvoo, the burning
of the Temple, and the supposed
“miracle of the quails” as thousands
of birds exhausted from their own
river crossing fell into the camp as
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the last of the refugees struggled
to find food. His idealized history
exemplifies the way in which
religious communities create sacred
stories out of conflict and suffering.
The diaries, written in the midst of
the conflict, offer a richer and more
complex story, one that allows us to
see a religious epic in the making.

BEE LwRFBEZICOWTRLAEZ D VWS —
5T IRV & Vo 2R EREIZ O W
T L7z B DS o EVE Y HGEITMIC
BIENLERE LTCORBMWERD DI
L. WARK - KMo k&E 2Bzl sz
il ole T LEEMIZELVE YO/
HEFICKHLE T 5,

BE. TrY—2EFThOHLENLE Y
B BB OER ZRZ DXL, WRARE
VW TWb, 22233 ¥ Yy BJIE
RRET L -y —Ba, BEEROZEE
W72 R ED S BAHEL CELTE W
STEMBERONE, TOEVEYDRER
Z AL ZAEMWIE, ERER A S B
LUEDAIEES NS Z LD LWL 5T
Who 725 REATORBEEOTICL A H
RRICIE, X D BMECEDN L WRESRE D AT
NTEBY ., FEEHN % MFFFEDE S N5 Kl
MBS E & F SLFANLDTH 5,

(REZFA  HRRFRFPE)

AL F -5l

UVAVICELITDFY 3

UX =17 R EIGR

HDILINDET
FOY—--0OX £3IF—5Mie

a8 #F

2010£1H20H, Ya—> X -k TF
ARFBEYIZETHD Py — - o AR
4 X, “Lincoln’s American Exceptionalism
and the Dilemma of Slavery” & L 7z 3
TS e B AHIRITE, G

Stanley Hall: The Psychologist as Prophet
(1972) X° The Origins of American Social
Science (1991) &V o 72FHNDH Y. &
KEEERRADO RRDO—ANELwvwoTh
WE TR\ 20005ED T A T TN -
VYA VERTERAE L W) BT HICERL
T, WEMHBHZERT L2 L ERo
WA ESE ) v A v OHEE LW
#e LT 258300 H5 %0 T K
DEIF—IE Vv h UHEH L TG
HIBEIE & D b 2= SR iR 72
CLEBRATLIEOREENE, 1 2F

¥ DA T AL S 720 T L 7 G
2L L < E2H LI BDTH
o720 VYA BN WG ROS O 33 A
LGB A ESTA5ETORY VA
DEEBR, TA)APNEFR Fra)
YA L, EENEEE Vo 2 Bug R
FEEZMAEZHCTHIALI) 75
HEOWRNFERTH > 72
ORI, U A UHEEEBE T
AVHIDFTaF) Anbn) ZODH
BERERLEZN, VU h ilesTHY
g+ AL GBI L ) b EETH




CPAS Newsletter ¢ Vol.lIl No.l

Dy ¥R DGHEBUCE & A7 TR
BWTH, IR EZES LARTT S
A va UEfRrBEEH LW
MR RETHDLET L, ) H VI3
AN B TdH o 7205 FDH S TEERE
WD o TWZERTIE AR < WGk
flicido LARERRBE T Y ¥
2 E ST WG O A AR &
WO HA L ) HEOHHRI ZH—
FORETH > 72,

2010F1H20HCPAStE=F—ICT

T, HEIAME HHEVWI AT
HED, INHIFT A MV FRES
REEEIS L > TIS0ER T TITAA ¥
g vV BlaohIE & L%
Blo TAYADERENE B2 AL,
InFCToMEO LS ICHEBTLZ L
ol MO X o THRICHEZ Rz
WA TariLTHERTAEV) Vb
WBHT A B ERIL ) s VIR
SR ADOMTHIL Sz
BTHholzh, VA IiZeoT [T
TANHITFFIIO6NS] LEFLE
MVES L, GREERICL > TRES
N7zHiE (self-government) &\ B
fliflfid. + A4 a > OMUMELZ BEE
BLDTHo7ze LLAENS, TEN
NHME AR E AL D B9 2 SAFAET B F
£ a YWORGRIZIZRD SNT, 20
FIEE THHOGEMEFNIZENS 24TML
IBLDICOHREEIND] Lok
R A A E L CESTEE N, A
¥ 3 Y lidslave holding republic & L THF#E L
WirbrZ b,

VU hYDPMEELED ) —DOMET
HhHAA T arThDHH, wACESH,
HRBUFHBRIEE CH-72b 00, F
YaFVAT A v RA T O F -3
BCThHolo 20X BRRWICBNT

. A A T3 Y OBRARM - LRSI
IR ORI ORME 72 A3 212, W
FEWEEE T L IR, ¥ a v Off
FELLS>TEBTHoT TA)VIDR
4 ¥ 3 VI EBERES & UG A R A
T HREDE LTHFREINTVWAZOT
HY, FraFIRAT4 v I A T4E
F—3HHEHFEOMOTE % & T %
LOLLTHREL-OTHE, VA
FEALE S LR O R A4 > a oL E
4 ¥ a YIRS B IGEH O
L. Bl & W) EENER & & 5 5ED
A A g vl BSBGRRRZ AT TR
Bo—b B WIINILTH—Z L2 kBIL7Z
N7 DTdH 572,

) A T S [fEl] &8
AT L ISBSEDE F Y T H
WCAB LI, HIZEsTHRL Y avD
Kt EHBFHREHHTHY, £ 14
3 Y OHRIZEMER T DI % KD 72 A%
1S40 IEN S D 3 ¥ ¥ v EJILITEA
DOWHNIEKZD o THITRS 572
B)). BB, F - OGEHRBGEE) o
AL, S, VU VIEARL Y a VIERD
fatkz & L. ZoHMFE%EH o720 Tl
T5HEHTh D, ISSAMEDEBTIE, [
FHAEART B O T IUITEHIPLR IR
e zhw] L. 18502 B L TR
Avarvsame—#HTsIeT—H
LCx=F Y HMA»OENEES 5
LBz, F L CISSHFE IR X
[ (awrong)] THOEEILTREDDL
FEME L. I T S WUk SO 2 & R~
DEDPHIPND Z L L2 olzDTH b,

BEHOGH, V) v v OULEH R A
5 IGERR A~ O s ) & B 5120, B
PREELEF Y aF ) Z2OTRIZB
THWRINZ T NER S 2w & KIFH
720 F 720 EEIE O & XIZIEAHN
T 5 (EENHH & DG 2 Nas
HFvaFr U Xn) BEbETHHTS
SEWEY, ) U A IER I R o
THBELZEI VT4 Ly <Z2H LI
LIdERADIDELEFE SN, FDOF
B REIZY v OEE F IR
72L72F Y 3+ Ao RIS
L5H5DTHo72,

(Whit S8BT 74 AKEE
Hdiffse » 7 —)

PXUADUARS)L - 3
TUXLERERE

BARER tIF -5

P& BT

2010F1B22HCPASE=F—I(CT

20104E 1 H22H  [RREFR R A — M Baa s
Wi7et >~ & — DR IFE H Cd % AR
BEDBAN, [7 20 OREH—F
YaF AL RERH] LEE
Tz IF—pRE SNz, K, 74
HIZBT AT B X OREH AR H
HMTH L, HONEIL KoFE [7
A ) A DRITFE LI RITBT AN
Wl F v a7 XL 0BLEH SR
LaBLZbDOTHo72,

et (1) AN ROk
S CHAEM LT A I BURBBOZE
HoBIY Q) FraF)Xabkadt
THOMER, 2 ZhZFHETL 80w
ZOOHMIZH - THED b7z,

9. (AR MR &) REER
HRET WD IS N E B TR T
B e [FELRIL HlEfbS w80
FORL7-E LCh, RRFEBIIBITS
FEEIIFER-Twh v [RIFMERHL #
LG FRHEIAMEBTOHEMLTET
WaEwvy [ BFLFL EvHith
Thbo TIOLRMFEHMmIIBITL
OONF SRR EN S, F¥wE AR
HECSNsE L) e T5 GHENAI
T L. ANBRBIEETALEIO [
B RS (=—bR)] 2@ L5 (W
MY AIFTH) L VIHIFEY HTH D, i
ARKNTBH DM A EH O LT %
FELTWS,

FUEED hboTL ADIER
UM EOWZ BHIIALNILIERTD




CPAS Newsletter » Vol.l1 No.l

bo NUF T LY IRV Y - N—
W= Zd, B ELbhzd DL L
TRZDMETH S, L L. TAOS
Mmamides LCAREZHRLE) &7
HoN= N = Z DRI LT,
EROBUR. TAT VT4 74 OKIA.
ANF2INV - AT T4 =X, LbE
ROWMBED, TORWIMEITETND
SALRYIERSIPEICAE H L EiE B2 72
INSHOWMBAIZERIZZZDLYODIT S
728, FEROMR. FEIHEONL L
HIR, DR, i), VFx—F- -1
=T A —IEZD L) B LR L
WL, ABERE#EO LW L3R
ERTHDHE LTHRIF, HELZITBY
BT FaTVMERFERL TN
DI ZECICHEET 2R E2IR LD
AT, WA wEE LW cadtt
HHAR SN D LEEETH TV D, AR
SO L SRVA o R DR A A I Y 3
AOBMRIZIEDONT, FETIE S  HHE
(v vy 27 R) ELTOREHOEE
PEBHLTHEDTH S,

TlE 20 L) L AEEOTHERDH
b srHmT, F¥aF XL0i#EmE
TAYRIZBWTED L) REREZT
72DTH I 0 BfEOF Y aF ) XA
Al PHRREL SR - EfR L S B
YAy e FTaFyRak, JERERK
BICHHE - giifigE shaszxa=y
7 - FTaF) ALTGERN S ENS
ETHEDONTEL, LML, BRNDOA
WF 2T - R T 4 7 AREHAEITA
Sh7-F v a+) AAOFEHLIE. &
DTS AR R F ¥ 5+ XA
OB R ER L T TR XF )L -
FTaF ) XALNTH b,

RFE DAL RELZOBIELS 4
% BRI B O T ) AR S
LT, HEMHEOMEERE LT, X
LIRS X DHEFZERICBVW T, &
ES M 2BMEZILFL DL L
B LT, U2 SURA & 134 Rk
nonzanwen) ZEREERINS X
I oTze MAT, F¥aF iR
A2 CHHEEIT ) LTO RN %
K& fAiu, FEBIZERRT 72 53
Bl o TV L IGER T #7725
(FIcxz ) — ME) ERES RIS e v
ECT B0 b FETR TR Z S
FEM BRI H DR TRET 5 LEN D
D, FNEF v aF kil ERQAbN

L5DCTHb, 29 LT, ZHNERFT =
FU T4 OfFREEHL 20 b REE
KR FERCL o THZTEESNS,
FLWEDOF Y aF) Aap/lohs &
Il o 72DTH b,

BRI T 2D AI2BIFH YR
IV FEY S —DEBEEF T aFY
T4, TabbHTidR < LN
FEoHHAMHEICAH L., Fo LN
FEO—MHTDH 5 AHFEHITHT 5 ik
i) ZEDVEDHHDOOEDDHRIC
%09 5T EEREL T ZAD < <
-7

VT SN/ O HIIZH S LT
A e, RiFHETIE (1) Fy~v KM
DFFH X o THAAL L 727 A ) A Bk
BARIZALNZEFEIZINRTI NV - F g
FNZLNDEFTHEHZE . BLY (2)
F T aF ) AL ERNEHO RO
DHFELT, YRSV - F gty XA
oAt L BT a8l o—D2 Lk L
TR 2 L i & H % T RE A5
IRENTZEVWZBEA D,

L, TAUAICBTBFYaFY
A BRFEHOHNFTITOWT, Rp#h O
Lok ESTHIFWICKRE R i o
B, Z O & 5T % SR ] 0 FEE L
ML TRETLEVIERNLLDOTD
S72h, L ZICERRNETH 721D
Wb ST, WARRKOLZD LN E
I—FT7 DLV AZWIT SN, IHEO
HHIE Do LV KL b7z,
(FEDDHY B KR FR)

Prohibition and the Making
of Modern America
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What Blood Won't Tell
YIS - FOX €£3IF -
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Until well into the twentieth century,
American courts commonly held trials
to determine an individual’s racial
identity. In her seminar held at the
Center for Pacific and American Studies
at the University of Tokyo on the 11th
of June, 2010, Professor Ariela Gross

8

examined some of the manuscript
records of past trials which dealt with
people’s racial identity. Through her
examination of these cases, Professor
Gross showed that US legal institutions
had a great influence on creating an
imaginary connection between race and
citizenship. Professor Gross teaches
at the Gould School of Law of the
University of Southern California. Her
major publications include Double
Character: Slavery and Mastery in
the Antebellum Southern Courtroom
(2000), What Blood Won’t Tell: A
History of Race on Trial in America
(2008), as well as many law review
articles and book chapters. She also
co-authored several history textbooks
including America Past & Present
(2008).

to establish the racial identities of the
individual Americans or of the entire
national people.

According to Professor Gross,
there were many trials involving racial
identity in American courts from the
late eighteenth century to the twentieth
century. In her lecture, she introduced
many little-known cases. The first
example she used was the case of
Bryan vs. Walton in 1864 Georgia.
The central issue was whether or not
a father and his son, named James and
Joseph Nunez, were racially white.
For the court testimony, many of their
neighbors came and described the two
in different ways. Some people said
the son had curly hair and dark skin,
while others said he had straight hair
and light skin color. These contradicting
testimonies showed that
physical appearance,
which is believed to
be one of the most
obvious marks of race,
was something people
had trouble agreeing
on. The neighbors also
disagreed about the
dancing abilities of the
father and son, since
good dancing skills were
considered to be proof

2010F6H11HCPASE=F—ICT
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Why the focus on court cases?
Professor Gross points out that law has
been a crucial institution for defining
the concept of race in US history. The
stories people told or heard in the court
room took on a life of their own, not
only among those who participated in
the actual court room, but also among
those who heard them through such
means as gossip, newspaper articles,
and literary narratives. Also, the
material consequences of the court
decision were considerable, consigning
someone to slavery or seizing his/her
property, or expelling someone from the
place of his/her residence. With this sort
of power, legal cases have functioned

of one’s “whiteness” at
the time. By introducing
this case to the audience, Professor
Gross showed firstly that race is not
something that can always be explained
biologically and that cultural factors
are crucial to determining one’s race.
Secondly, she pointed out that racial
“whiteness” has often been conflated
with citizenship in the US court history.
For the Bryan vs. Walton’s case, the
court also evaluated the participation of
the father and son in the military and in
the elections as voters. Namely, in order
to prove that one was a citizen of the
US, one had to prove he was white; and
to prove one’s racial “whiteness,” one
had to show proof of his citizenship.
Another court case that was
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introduced during the seminar was
that of Alexina Morrison, who ran
away from her master and fought for
her freedom in Louisiana in 1857. She
insisted that she was white and sued her
master, James White, for keeping her
as a slave. From today’s point of view,
White seemed to have had the case in
his favor because he possessed all the
necessary documentation to prove that
Alexina was “colored” and that he had
bought her as a slave. However, those
documents did not influence the final
outcome or any other stages of the
litigation. Instead, some “experts on
race,” who were actually local doctors
(supportive of Alexina), explained
that they knew that Alexina was white
because of the shape of her hair follicles
and the shape of her feet. Dozens of her
neighbors also explained to the juries
that Alexina was white, as she had “fit
in perfectly at their balls, had slept in
their beds with their children” and they
thus would have known “if she had
a drop of African blood.” Professor
Gross explained how these court cases
illustrate that people in the nineteenth
century understood race as something
they simply knew, could see, or could
sense. This way of thinking about
race, as unquestionable matter, was
something that Professor Gross calls
“racial common sense.”

Another aspect of Alexina’s case
is that it tells of the power and limits
of individual actions in the history of
racism in American society. Without
a doubt, she was a victim of racial
discrimination. However, at the same
time, Professor Gross pointed out
that Alexina was not a mere victim.
The case proves that she aggressively
appropriated the rhetoric of white
supremacy to free herself and argued
that she is a White person and therefore
she should be free.

The case of Alexina Morrison shows
that racism was not only used by those
who are privileged, but that, sometimes,
the victims used the prevailing concept
for their own sake as well.

The dividing color line that
discriminated “non-Whites” was not
drawn only between Black and White
races. Professor Gross also focused on
the lines between Blacks and Native
Americans and between Whites and
Asian Americans. In the case of Blacks
and Native Americans she argued that,
around the turn of the twentieth century,
Native Americans felt they had to
distance themselves from the idea of a
black racial identity. The Immigration
and Naturalization Act, which was
in effect until 1952, had required
that people applying for citizenship
prove they were free white persons.
In accordance with this law, Native
Americans made efforts to establish
they were different from blacks. Many
Asian immigrants also faced the racial
dividing line in courtrooms in the US
during the twentieth century. Just as in
the case of the Native Americans, when
the immigrants from China, Japan, and
India applied for citizenship, federal
courts had to first decide whether
they were racially white. These cases
show that the courts, legislatures, and
administrative commissions all became
involved in trying to draw the line
between Blacks and Whites, Native
Americans and Blacks, and Asians and
Whites.

Professor Gross’s lecture made
the audience see clearly that race is
a socially constructed concept, by
delineating how the courts have been
deeply involved in making the strong
relationship between citizenship and
whiteness throughout the history of
the United States. At the end of the
seminar, she argued that the “racial
common sense” of the past in fact has
not faded away, and is still present to
this day. Therefore, more discussions
and examinations are necessary for the
problems caused by racial inequality.
However, Professor Gross worries that
there has been a growing tendency
to call American society today the
“post-racial era,” especially since the
first African American president was

elected in 2008. She warned that “as
long as many still believe that differing
life chances do and should correlate
with one’s performance of identity,
one’s ability to achieve citizenship
through ‘blood,” or one’s practices
of culture, racism will persist.” Her
lecture reminded the audiences of the
deep and complicated roots of racial
discrimination in the US.
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