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U.S.-Japan Scholary
Exchange and the CAS

Linda Kerber

In 1988, during my first visit to Ja-
pan, the Center for American Studies
at the University of Tokyo made me
welcome. I was then serving as presi-
dent of the American Studies Associa-
tion, and had been invited, by Profes-
sor Nagayo Homma and others, to of-
fer a keynote address to the annual
meeting of JAAS in Kobe. It was for
me a memorable visit.

Over the years I have returned to
Japan four more times. With colleagues
from JAAS, particularly Fumiko Fuijita,
more recently we developed the JAAS-
Organization of American Historians
Program of Short-Term Residencies
which brings historians of the U.S. to
three Japanese universities each year.
This program has also been funded by
the Japan-U.S. Friendship Commission.

When, in 1990, T was in the early
stages of writing the book that became

No Constitutional Right to Be Ladies:
Women and the Obligations of Citizen-
ship (New York: Hill & Wang, 1998),
the Center for American Studies invited
me to speak about my work. T offered
a draft of the chapter on women and
jury service in the United States. Dur-
ing the question period a Japanese col-
league said skeptically that although my
account was interesting, he would ap-
preciate my comments on why Ameri-
cans had such faith in juries. He
thought it was self-evident that judges
trained in the law would be better and
more reliable. His was a probing ques-
tion which I had never been asked in
an American setting, and it gave me
much to think about. It is indeed an
American article of faith, and my ef-
forts to answer his question improved
my work.

Therefore it seemed appropriate
that when the book was finished, I
bring it back to the Center to present it
there. T am very grateful for the hospi-
tality of the Center in hosting a semi-
nar last December, chaired by Profes-
sor Yasuo Endo, and attended by stu-
dents and faculty from several univer-
sities in Tokyo and by Lois Helmbold,
Fulbright Professor this year at Tsuda
College. This time the discussion fo-
cused on my book as a whole, and
particularly on concepts of the obliga-
tions of citizenship.

It is by now well established that
the history of rights in the U.S. is a
braided narrative. In No Constitutional
Right to Be Ladies, 1 consider five dis-
tinct obligations that have been im-
posed on citizens in the U.S. and the
different historical experiences of men
and women in fulfilling them. Two
obligations are shared with all inhabit-
ants: the obligations of paying taxes
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and avoiding vagrancy. Two are occa-
sionally also imposed on resident aliens:
the obligation to serve on juries and
the obligation to risk one's life in mili-
tary service. Only citizens bear the
obligation to refrain from treason.

Differences in women's and men's
experience of obligation have not oc-
curred, I think,because women have
been shielded from obligation and
burden.Rather in the old law of domes-
tic relations, which Americans inher-
ited from England and only slowly re-
vised over the course of two centuries,
husbands stood between the married
woman and state power. The married
woman was not free of obligation; she
owed her obligations to her husband.

The claim that women were free of
obligation to the state was, I now con-
clude, hypocritical. Although much has
changed, some elements of the old
law still hide in our law today — in the
law of citizenship, immigration and
naturalization, and, particularly, in tax
law. The movement for same-sex mar-
riage has been a movement to claim
for same-sex partnerships the privileges
which the old law of domestic relations
granted to husbands.The issues which
I first found in the experience of the
generation of the American Revolution
remain alive in the present.

The CAS Seminar ended in a lively
discussion that compared concepts of
the obligations of citizenship in the U.S.
and Japan. Tlearned a great deal from
it and T am very grateful for the colle-
gial welcome that the Center extended.
I look forward to continuing collegial
exchange.

Linda Kerber:May Brodbeck Professor in the Liberal
Arts and professor of history at the University of lowa.
She is a former president of the ASA and the OAH.
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