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In 1993, | approached my year in Ja-
pan as a Fulbright lecturer at the Uni-
versity of Tokyo with great trepidation,
being so far from my familiar archives
and libraries in the United States. Imag-
ine my surprise to discover the won-
derful resources of the American Cen-
ter at the University of Tokyo campus
in Komaba where the library resources,
the various scholarly events, and the
center's staff were readily available.

The Center and the extended library
of the University of Tokyo were in-
deed important scholarly resources for
me. | was satisfied with the strength of
primary and secondary sources to nur-
ture my ongoing scholarly appetite for
a year; | am someone who haunts re-
search libraries in the US. | know my
year in Japan would have been far more
difficult and perhaps impoverished
without the Center.

The Center's collection not only
helped me in my own research. It also
enabled me to find ample materials for
my undergraduate and graduate teach-
ing that gave me a wonderful flexibil-
ity in developing topics and making
available materials according to the stu-
dents' interests. It was impressive that
graduate students could find materials
for their historiographical and research
interests at the center. The American
Center made it that much easier to rec-
ommend a year teaching in Japan when
| returned home and explained that
such a wonderful resource existed.

The Center also provided me with a
valued scholarly community, in the of-
ten hoped for but seldom achieved
fashion, bringing together established
scholars and students. | recall so many
formal and informal exchanges, at the
Center and over dinner and drinks else-
where, with Americanist scholars from
the Kanto area as well as visitors from
the United States. |, remember for in-
stance, a wonderful afternoon with
Larzer Ziff who offered a vigorous pa-
per on Puritanism that sparked an ani-
mated discussion, and another panel
discussion, with then American Stud-
ies President Alice Kessler-Harris on
women in the labor market, that en-
gaged comparative issues between the
US and Japan. When the time came to
give my own talk, a discussion of my
current research on material culture of
the nineteenth-century countryside,
various scholars who shared similar
research interests were in the audi-
ence. | have returned to New York
City to find our exchanges continuing
as many students and scholars from
Japan pass through or come to study
here. Friends who have traveled for
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shorter visits, such as to the JAAS meet-
ings, have also enjoyed meeting schol-
ars my family counts among its friends
in Japan. And last year the opportu-
nity to return to Tokyo gave me the
chance to visit the Center to renew old
acquaintances, and also provided a
venue for an exciting seminar and dis-
cussion of my current work on town
settlement and local history in New En-
gland. | am grateful to the group, teach-
ers and scholars of early America who
may have traveled far despite their busy
schedules, that turned out. They gave
me valuable discussion and insights that
aided me in the final phase of rework-
ing my forthcoming book.

| think the American Center has truly
been an important focus for me and
many other scholars who are anxious
to promote and benefit from interna-
tional exchange in an increasingly glo-
bal world. As Americanists, such schol-
arly and personal exchanges are im-
portant in broadening our horizons out-
ward from our traditional nation-cen-
tered concerns. International cultural
exchanges are a hard thing to do well
and the American Center at the Uni-
versity of Tokyo has a distinguished
thirty- year history in sponsoring such
exchanges.

David Jaffee; teaches history at the City College of
New York. He is the author of the forthcoming cul-
tural history . The People of the Wachusett: The Town
Founders and Village Historians of New England,
1630-1860 (Cornell UP, 1999) and has written sev-
eral articles on the village enlightenment in New En-
gland, peddlers and the commercialization of the
countryside, and the democratization of portraiture
in the rural north after the Revolution in the William
and Mary Quarterly and the Journal of American
History.
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