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Minister-Counselor for Public Affairs,
U.S. Embassy

Louise Crane

I am very honored to have been asked to
say a few words on this occasion. I am some-
one who is fully committed to the concept
that we cannot learn enough about another
society and culture. As Senator Fulbright
would say if he were here this evening, the
best one can say about another person's cul-
ture is that it is different, not that it is better
or worse than any other. It is our responsi-
bility to understand those differences and
this is the premise to which Tokyo
University's American Studies Center is
dedicated .

One of the great satisfactions I receive
from my current position is participating in
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a variety of exchange activities. I am chair of
the Japan-U.S. Educational Commission,
better known as the Fulbright Commission.
I am able to participate in CULCON, the
biannual meeting of a government-ap-
pointed panel which reviews the state of
U.S.-Japan educational and cultural ex-
changes and makes recommendations on
how to enhance them. I myself owe my ca-
reer as a Foreign Service Officer to an ex-
change program. Many years ago, just after
graduating from university, I received a
Fulbright Grant to study in France. Just as
Senator Fulbright hoped it would, that ex-
perience changed my life. Living abroad
prompted me to take the examination for
the diplomatic service and here I am thirty-
four years later addressing this august group
of educators and scholars and experts on
America.

At the CULCON meeting in Washing-
ton last May, we participants heard a report
on the state of Japanese Studies in America
which I found very revealing. Japanese Stud-
ies in America are flourishing. Enrollment
is high. Japanese is now the second most
popular foreign language our students in
high school and university are studying.
Spanish, for good reasons, remains number
one, but Japanese is number two. The au-
thor of the study presented us with many
facts and statistics, but several stood out in
my mind. One is that ten percent of all stu-
dents enrolled in Japanese Studies Programs
at American universities are from overseas,
i.e. they are foreign students. These students
come from both Europe and Asia, from
countries like France, Pakistan and Sri
Lanka.

The other statistic which I found surpris-
ing and revealing is data on what the stu-
dents do after they graduate. Fully one third
of those who enroll in Japanese Studies
courses go into the professions and the pri-
vate sector. Ordinarily, we tend to think of
those who specialize in the study of a par-
ticular country or region as planning to be-
come academic specialists, that is teach at
universities or perhaps devote themselves to
research in think tanks. But in the case of
Japanese Studies Specialists, fully one third
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go into the private sector, into business and
into such professions as law and journalism.
What does this statistic tell me? It tells me
that American companies and businesses
clearly consider knowledge of Japan, its cul-
ture, its history, its society and its language
an asset when it recruits new employees.
Indeed, I met an example of this just last
week when I attended a meeting of my col-
lege alumnae club here in Tokyo. One of
the attendees was an American woman who
worked for a large American brokerage
house. I asked her how she had gotten her
job. She explained that this company actively
recruited students who had specialized in
Japanese Studies rather than economics or
business. She said the company believed it
could train its employees about stocks and
bonds, how to hedge currencies and how to
trade futures. But the company felt it could
not train Japanese specialists and it wanted
Japanese specialists who could advise the
company on how to do business in Tokyo.
In my position, I often meet American jour-
nalists based in Tokyo and I note that most
of those working at the Wall Street Journal's
Bureau, a very large one with ten U.S. jour-
nalists, are Japanese Studies specialists.

However, this evening we are marking
the 30th anniversary of Tokyo University's
Center for American Studies. So, why is your
guest talking about Japanese Studies in
America? Because I believe it illustrates the
value of specialized country and area stud-
ies. What we learned about the status of Japa-
nese Studies in America I would like to think
applies to the status of American Studies in
Japan. American Studies is not simply a fo-
rum for discussion of the poetry of Emily
Dickinson. It should be a powerful forum
for discussion of such subjects as post-war
U.S.-Japan relations or, with the opening of
the Soviet archives, or debate on the origins
of the Cold War.

Last summer I was able to attend the
Kyoto American Studies Summer Seminar
at Ritsumeikan University, where I listened
to lectures on the origins of the Cold War
and on Asian-American literature. As I later
wrote the Director, the sessions I attended
were the most intellectually stimulating op-
portunities I had in years and helped remove
the rust in my brain that had accumulated
over thirty years of diplomatic service. I also
learned things about my own country I did
not know. But I wish some journalists who
specialized in international security issues
had been there. Or perhaps some of my
counterparts from the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs. They probably would have profited
as much as I did.

This is what I mean when I suggest that

Japanese Studies there and American Stud-
ies here have an appeal far beyond the aca-
demic field and I hope we never lose sight
of that important role played by American
Studies in Japan. I am confident that the
clients served by that American financial ser-
vices firm and the readers of the Wall Street
Journal are receiving far more substantive
and informed information about the Japa-
nese market than they would if these com-
panies had not hired Japanese specialists to
report on Japan. I would like to think of the
American Studies Center here at Tokyo Uni-
versity and elsewhere in Japan as providing
the next generation of Japanese journalists
and businessmen, lawyers and professors
with the detailed nuanced knowledge of that
complex country known as the United States
of America.

I thank all of you for the important con-
tributions you have made to enhancing un-
derstanding of my country in Japan and I
wish you the same vitality for the next thirty
years.

Vice Chairman
Japan-United States Friendship Commission

Glen S. Fukusima

Let me begin by thanking you for invit-
ing me tonight and congratulating you on
the 30th anniversary of the Center for
American Studies at the University of To-
kyo.

I am pleased to be here tonight repre-
senting the Japan-United States Friendship
Commission as Its Vice Chairman.
Dr.Richard Wood, the Commission's Chair-
man, had planned tobe here to share in this
celebration, but he was unable to come to
Japan at this time and has asked me to rep-
resent the Commission on his behalf.

Although I am here in my institutional
capacity, I must confess that I have had a
personal interest in American Studies at the
University of Tokyo for nealy 30 years, hav-
ing first met Professor Notoji at the 22nd
Japan -America Student Conference at
Stanford University in 1970, having at-
tended Professor Saito's graduate seminar on
American foreign policy at the Hongo cam-
pus in 1973, having been acquainted with
Professor Honma since his visit to Harvard
University in 1975, and having assisted Pro-
fessor Igarashi with translating some of his
articles into English in 1983.

As a close observer of the U.S.-Japan re-
lationship, I have noticed that although in-
formation about the United States is wide-
spread and plentiful in Japan, understand-
ing of American history, culture, civilization,

gd

and way of life lags considerably behind. In
fact, the sheer volume of information in Ja-
pan about the United States means that
myths, misconceptions, inaccuracies, and
distortions about America are not uncom-
mon in Japan.Given the importance of the
relationship between our two countries, this
is not an ideal state of affairs.

The systematic, objective, and compre-
hensive study of the United States in Japan
and of Japan in the United States are essen-
tial as the two countries redefine their rela-
tionship in the post Cold War world and as
we approach the 21st century.

The Japan-United States Friendship
Commission, since its inception in 1975,
has been commited to the promotion of
educational, cultural, and intellectual ex-
change and understanding between our two
countries.An important part of this mission
is the long-term development of both insti-
tutional and individual expertise in the study
of the United States in the Japanese academic
community as well as curriculum develop-
ment at the undergraduate level in Japan.

The Center for American Studies at the
University of Tokyo has long been one of
the premier centers in Japan for the academic
study of the United States.As such, the Com-
mission was pleased to include this Univer-
sity among its very first grantees in 1977
and has actively supported programs in
American Studies here since then.

In the mid-1980s, the Commission sup-
ported the Center with annual grants ex-
ceeding ¥14 million for library acquisitions,
seminars, lectures, workshops, publications,
oral history projects, and other important
scholarly activities. Especially noteworthy is
a feasibility study grant from the Commis-
sion in 1992 that helped to initiate a com-
prehensive American Studies data-base of all
holdings in major Japanese university col-
lections in the field.

In summary, the American Studies pro-
gram at the University of Tokyo is a prime
example of the type of long-term project the
Commission wishes to support in the
field. The Commission is pleased and proud
to have played a role in helping the Center
for American Studies develop, diversify, and
expand its activities, and we wish the Cen-
ter much success in its future endeavors.

Again, congratulations on your 30th an-
niversary. May your next 30 years be as ac-
tive, exciting, and productive as the past 30
years.

Thank you.
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Past-President, American Studies
Assosiation 1987-88

Past-President, Organization of American
Historians 1996-97

May Brodbeck Professor in the Liberal Arts
and Professor of History, University of lowa

Linda K. Kerber

It is an honor to have the opportunity to
congratulate the Center for American Stud-
ies at the University of Tokyo. Over the years,
the Center has been an important presence
in American Studies and a force for sustain-
ing international scholarly exchange. I my-
self have learned an enormous amount from
colleagues at the Center, and treasure the
opportunities the Center has offered. This
comes with all good wishes, and happy an-
ticipation of the next thirty years of collegi-
ality and scholarship!!
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