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A Pacific intellectual history:
modern imperialism, indigeneity and ecological justice

Conventionally divided in colonial terms into Micronesia, Melanesia and Polynesia, Pacific islands
now hold a central place in global politics. The growing concern about climate crisis, ocean
governance and sustainable development upraises the importance of political voices and warnings
issued from this suffering thalassic region. Despite such significance, the region’s histories, cultures,
modes of government, political ideas as well as indigenous struggles in and over the islands have
eluded general scholarly attention. In what ways have these geographically-small islands been
conceptualized in modern times? How have such conceptions of the isles shifted according to
changes in the global order? What political discourse has been responsible for these global
framings? What counter-narratives have been constructed in the wake of successive independence
movements in the Pacific region? How have such narratives reconfigured the extant visions of
islands and created new ideational entities like ‘Oceania’ These global framings and counter-island
arguments concern not only the lives of humans, but also non-humans. In the shadow of ecological
imperialism, such Pacific indigenous intellectuals as Albert Wendt, Epeli Hau‘ofa and Teresia
Teaiwa, to name only a few, have flagged up a key role played by ancestral nature—including
landscapes, seascapes, floras and faunas—in establishing a decolonized sovereignty. By bringing
these entanglements together, the conference offers an opportunity to rethink the global historical

location of this distinctive contact zone and to create a new Pacific intellectual history.

Date: 17 January 2023

Time: 13.00 - 18.00 (JST)

Mode: Hybrid (in person + zoom)

Language: English (no translation)

Venue: Collaboration Room 4, Bldg. 18, The University of Tokyo, Komaba 1 campus

< Programme >
1st session
Speaker: George Carter (ANU) https://researchprofiles.anu.edu.au/en/persons/sal%C4%81-dr-

george-carter
with supplementary talk by Greg Fry (ANU, via Zoom) https://bellschool.anu.edu.au/experts-



https://researchprofiles.anu.edu.au/en/persons/sal%C4%81-dr-george-carter
https://researchprofiles.anu.edu.au/en/persons/sal%C4%81-dr-george-carter
https://bellschool.anu.edu.au/experts-publications/experts/greg-fry

publications/experts/greg-fry

“Oceania worldviews in the Global: from reimagining to transforming ideas”

Discussant: Sana Sakihama (UTokyo)  https://researchmap.jp/sana s

2nd session

Speaker: Katerina Teaiwa (ANU) https://researchprofiles.anu.edu.au/en/persons/katerina-
teaiwa

“Frames and counter-frames: seeing the Pacific with many eyes”
Discussant: Yasuko Hassall Kobayashi (Ritsumeikan/ANU)

https://en.ritsumei.ac.jp/gla/people/faculty/kobayashi hassall yasuko

3rd session

Speaker: Tomohito Baji (UTokyo) https://researchmap.jp/baji

“Epeli Hau‘ofa: Pacific indigeneity, historiography and environmental conservation”

< Registration >
Registration required for both face-to-face and online participants (deadline 15 January 2023)
https://forms.gle/HdvSSSUbfPMnin7n8

* Venue might change depending on circumstances. We immediately notify registrants if it has

changed. We also inform registrants of Zoom URL on 16 January.

< Otganizers >

The Institute for Advanced Global Studies (IAGS) and Center for Pacific and American Studies,
UTokyo

GSI Caravan Project ‘A Global Intellectual History of the Pacific’ (PI: Tomohito Baji), IAGS,
UTokyo

in cooperation with Australian National University
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