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"Structural Change in the United States and the Pacific"
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Yui Daizaburo

Three years have passed since the beginning of this project, and the time is approaching when we must bring
order to the issues under consideration as a step toward reporting our results two years from now. In this connection,
we must first make clear the nature of the “Structural Changes in the Pacific Basin™ this project is examining.

The first of these changes is the economic restructuring that is proceeding in the Pacific Basin as a result of the
rise of the Asian NIEs and the revolution in information and communications in the United States and Japan. Second,
as a result of the end of the Cold War, the bipolar confrontation in the Pacific Basin between the United States and
the Soviet Union has been replaced by multipolar competition among the United States, Russia, Japan and China. At
the same time, however, the situation is complicated by the survival of the Cold War structure in Northeast Asia as
seen in the divided Korean Peninsula and the Taiwan problem.

Third, at the same time that the harsh winds of “globalization” are spreading the market economy and
liberalization across the post-Cold War world, there is also increasing opposition to globalization from civic movements
and the appearance of a neo-nationalism that clings to traditional values. Fourth, there is a remarkable trend in the
post-Cold War world toward regionalism, as illustrated in the EC’s reorganization into the EU. As a result, regional
cooperation has progressed in competition with the EU, with the appearance of NAFTA in North America and APEC in
the Pacific Basin. Fifth, as globalization has progressed, the spheres of culture and thought have seen the appearance
of Cultural Studies and Post-Colonial Studies, relativizing the framework of the nation-state. In addition, the emphasis
in some quarters on a “clash of civilizations” has been countered by an insistence on the importance of a “dialogue
among civilizations.”

In examining the American response to these multi-faceted changes in today’s world, we must first consider
how the technological innovation that has been proceeding since the 1980s, as seen in the IT revolution, will
transform the U.S. economy. Second, will post-Cold War American security and foreign policy place greatest weight
on globalism, regionalism, or unilateralism? Third, campaigns against globalism have appeared in the United States,
spurred by labor unions, environmental organizations and consumer groups, but which sector will take the lead?
Fourth, as regionalism picks up momentum America is pursuing integration both within the American continent in
NAFTA and in the Pacific Basin in APEC, leaving open the question of which approach will be dominant. Fifth, in the
cultural sphere there is great interest in the future direction of multiculturalism, which sparked tremendous
controversy in the 1990s, considering that non-whites are expected to comprise the majority of the U.S. population
before the end of the first half of the 21st century.

In conclusion, | think that consideration of these five points will be indispensable in examining America’s reaction
to structural changes on the global level as our research proceeds, so | hope each group will pay even more attention
to these areas.
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I'm very pleased to be invited today to join this
conference sponsored by the Center for Pacific and
American Studies at the University of Tokyo. | want to
thank Professor Yui for inviting me and also commend
the Center for various studies and research activities
related to the United States as well as the Pacific
Area.

Although it’s true that I'm currently in business,
previous to this, | was in government and before that
practiced law. | spent about ten years in graduate
studies at Harvard University and at the University of
Tokyo, and at one point | aspired to be a scholar,
although | decided | was not equipped for that. And
until last year | was vice-chairman of the Japan-U.S.
Friendship Commission — Nichi-Bei Yuko Kikin (0O O
0O00) — so | maintain an interest in academic
activities in both the United States and Japan. So I'm
very pleased to be with this group today.

I’'ve been asked to speak today about U.S.-Japan
relations in the post Sept. 11 era, so I'd like to speak
on the subject for about 30 minutes and open the
floor to discussion. Although my presentation will be
in English, | will be happy to receive questions and
comments in Japanese.

First, let me give you quickly some background
on the U.S.-Japan relationship leading up to Sept.11.
As you know, the Clinton administration changed its

views and policies toward Japan during its eight years.

I would characterize the first two years, from 1993 to
1995, as focused primarily on trade, based on the July
1993 visit the President made to Japan. At that time,
President Clinton and then-Prime Minister Miyazawa
agreed on the Framework Talks. This was followed by
two years of intensive negotiations on market access
issues culminating in the June 25, 1995 agreement on
autos and auto parts between then-MITlI Minister
Hashimoto and then-USTR Mickey Kantor. From 1995
to 1997, the focus shifted rather abruptly to the
security issues between the two countries. This was
prompted in part by the North Korean nuclear issue in
spring 1994 and the Okinawa Base issue in
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September 1995 as well as the tensions between

China and Taiwan in spring 1996. From 1997 to 2000,

much of the administration’s efforts were focused on

macro economic policies stimulated by the Asian
financial crisis that first hit Thailand in July of 1997.

When the election campaign of 2000 was under
way, | was living in Japan although visiting the United
States almost once a month. It was quite interesting
to me that at least among those Japanese | deal with,
primarily those in business and government and to
some extent in the media, there seemed to be an
overwhelming preference for then-Governor Bush to
be elected president rather than then-Vice President
Gore. The reason for this, | think, is that there were a
number of advisers to Mr. Bush who visited Japan in
2000 and told Japanese government and business
leaders that it would be terrible if Mr. Gore were
elected president, for two reasons: (1) since Mr.
Gore was close to labor unions and environmentalists,
if he were elected President he would pursue
protectionist trade policies detrimental to Japan; and
(2) if Mr.Gore became president, he would pursue the
Clinton administration’s policy of a “strategic
partnership” with China, to the detriment of Japan.
These arguments seemed to have considerable
currency among Japanese government and business
leaders, which led them to support a Bush victory.
Well, they got their wish. It's amusing to me that
after Mr. Bush became president, many in Japan
were appalled by what they took to be the Bush
administration’s unilateralism on such issues as the
Kyoto Protocol, the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty,
and others.

Now I'd like to turn to the specific topic of
today’s talk, which is the Sept.11 terrorist attacks. It
so happened that | was in the United States at that
time, in part to do work at my company headquarters
in San Jose, in Silicon Valley, but also because | had
been invited as a speaker to speak at the 50th
anniversary conference to commemorate the signing
of the San Francisco Peace Treaty. This conference,




attended by several hundred people from mainly the
United States and Japan, was a historic event
because so many American ambassadors, way back
to Bob Ingersoll, who was Ambassador to Japan from
1972 to 1973, showed up : Ingersoll, James Hodgson,
Michael Armacost, Walter Mondale, Thomas Foley,
and the current Ambassador Howard Baker. Mike
Mansfield by this time was hospitalized and died a
month later in Washington, D.C. On the Japanese
side, Ambassadors Okawara, Matsunaga, Kuriyama,
and Yanai were in attendance. Following that, on Sept.
8, a ceremony was held at the Opera House in San
Francisco to commemorate the 50 th anniversary of
the signing of the San Francisco Peace Treaty. Then-
Foreign Minister Tanaka and Secretary of State Colin
Powell attended those ceremonies, followed by a
black-tie dinner hosted by San Francisco Mayor Willie
Brown. These three days, from Sept.6 through Sept.8,
were spent celebrating the success of the U.S.-Japan
relationship in the post-war period. | had planned to
leave San Francisco on Sept.11 but ended up being
detained there for four days. | finally got back to
Narita Airport at 1: 30 a.m. on Sunday morning, having
left San Francisco at 10: 30 p.m. on Friday night on
the flight that had been scheduled to leave on
Tuesday morning, Sept.11 at 11 :30 a.m.

During the four days | was stranded in San
Francisco, | had the opportunity to see firsthand the
American reaction to the events of Sept.11. There
were two aspects that were related to Japan or to U.
S.-Japan relations. The first is the constant reference
to Pearl Harbor. | know many Japanese are offended
by this, but it is a fact that most Americans
commenting on Sept.11 compared it to the Japanese
attack on Pearl Harbor on Dec.7, U.S. time, 1941.
There were many comparisons, for instance, of the
number of casualties and so forth. Many argued that
the Sept.11 attacks were even more of a shock than
Pearl Harbor because they were on the symbolic
centers of the nation on the continental United States,
whereas Hawaii in 1941 was still a territory and not
yet a state. So the attacks of this magnitude on the
financial center and political capital of the United
States were obviously a huge shock of historic
dimensions.

The second reference to U.S.-Japan relations had
to do with the fact that soon after the Sept.11 attacks,
there were reports of discriminatory treatment in the
United States toward Muslims and those of Arab
background. Warren Christopher — who had been
Secretary of State in the first Clinton administration
and who was instrumental in having John Aiso, the
late Nisei attorney, join his law firm of O’Melveny &
Myers after stepping down from his judgeship —
went on CNN to warn that the United States should
not repeat the mistakes of World War Two regarding
the internment of Japanese Americans. Over the
next few weeks, there were discussions among the
lawyers and scholars about the need to learn lessons

from that history. Those were two issues explicitly
related to Japan that came up in the media in the
aftermath of the Sept.11 attacks.

My sense in watching this in the United States
for four days after Sept.11 was that Japan’s reaction
to these events was quite slow. | know within Japan
the view was that Japan acted very quickly, especially
compared to the situation at the time of the Persian
Gulf War. But being in the United States, | can say
that for those four and a half days, one heard nothing
about Japan or Japan’s reactions. In the meantime,
there were immediate reactions from the
governments of Canada, Mexico, the U.K., Italy,
France, Germany, Israel and Russia, and China. Even
PLO Chairman Yasser Arafat expressed his support
for the United States against terrorism. It was hard
for me to know in San Francisco whether this silence
on the part of Japan was because Japanese
government authorities were just taking time to form
a consensus within Japan, whether it was a
conscious attempt by the Japanese government not
to appear visible for fear of being attacked by
terrorists if they expressed their support for the
United States, or whether the Western media was
simply ignoring Japan. In any case, Japan was not at
all visible internationally during those several days
after the Sept.11 attacks. Soon after | returned to
Japan on Sept.15, it became clear to me that the
Japanese government was in fact trying to respond,
especially with the experience of the Persian Gulf War
clearly in mind, not wanting to repeat that experience.
Prime Minister Koizumi publicly and visibly expressed
support for the United States and visited Washington,
D.C. and New York City soon thereafter. Surely
compared to the Persian Gulf War experience,
Japan’s reaction was more visible and more rapid.

But before giving my own assessment, | should
say that | have been critical of both the Clinton
administration and the Bush administration. | worked
for three and a half years in the second Reagan
administration (1985-89) and for one year in the
previous Bush administration. So | did work in a
couple of Republican administrations, but not as a
political appointee but rather as a regular government
bureaucrat. In 1993, | was offered a job by the
Clinton administration to be the Assistant Secretary of
Commerce for International Economic Policy, and had
| accepted that job, | would have gone in as a political
appointee having been confirmation by the Senate.
But | decided not to go, so | think I'm still rather
independent in my views. The high support that
President Bush currently enjoys, between 80 to 90%
popularity among the American people, is not
surprising. When the United States is attacked from
outside, as all of you know, support for the president
always goes up, and so it is not necessarily a
reflection of the popularity of the current president
himself. But it is also the case that there are many
Democrats who supported Vice-President Gore to be




president who have been impressed by President
Bush’s response to the events of Sept.11. He has
surprised some people by exercising as much
leadership as he has. | know many people who knew
him during his undergraduate days at Yale and
graduate days at Harvard Business School, as well as
Governor of Texas, but one of his real strengths
seems to be his tendency always to be
underestimated. This means he is always able to
impress people by what he does.

Returning to the subject of U.S.-Japan relations, a
few days before the events in San Francisco that |
attended, the president of Mexico, Vincente Fox,
visited the United States. | thought it was quite
interesting what President Bush said when President
Fox visited the White House on Sept.5. President
Bush said, “The United States has no more important
relationship in the world than the one we have with
Mexico.” Now this is a very interesting formulation
because it is the same formulation that President
Clinton used in July 1994 at the G-Economic Summit
in Naples, when he met then-Prime Minister
Murayama of Japan. Mr. Clinton said, “There is no
relationship in the world more important for the
United States than that with Japan.” To me what is
interesting is that this formulation —“There is no
relationship in the world more important for the
United States than that with Japan” — is quite
different from the formulation that Mike Mansfield,
the former U.S. Ambassador to Japan, posited during
his ten years as Ambassador when he said, “The U.S.
-Japan relationship is the most important relationship
in the world, bar none.”

This distinction in English is difficult to convey in
Japanese. But the distinction is that in the case of
the Mansfield formulation, the U.S.-Japan relationship
is “the most important” and therefore all other
relations the United States has are not as important.
The formulation that President Clinton used in 1994,
“There is no relationship in the world more important
than that between the United States and Japan,”
means it is possible for other relationships to be as
important. Therefore, the president could go to
Germany, Canada or other countries and say, “There
is no relationship in the world for the United States
more important than that between the United States
and Canada” or “the United States and Germany.” So
by the same token, President Bush told the President
of Mexico “The United States has no more important
relationship in the world than the one we have with
Mexico.” When President Clinton made his statement
to Prime Minister Murayama in 1994, | happened to
be on an NHK TV program with Mr.Gyoten and
several others being asked to comment on the Naples
Summit. It bothered me that when President Clinton
said, “There is no relationship in the world more
important for the United States than that with Japan,”
the NHK simultaneous interpreter interpreted him into
Japanese as saying, “The U.S.-Japan relationship is

the most important relationship, bar none.” The
Japanese mass media have apparently not discerned
this difference between the Mansfield formulation and
the Clinton formulation and now the Bush formulation.
But | believe this is an important difference that
very few, if any, have pointed out. This linguistic
difference is an indication and reflection of some of
the changes taking place in the U.S. view of Japan in
the post-cold war period generally.

With regard to the Bush administration’s policies,
| am sure all you are quite familiar with changes
taking place over the past year in U.S. domestic and
foreign policy. | will not dwell on these here in much
detail, but | think it is fair to say that the Bush
administration compared to the Clinton administration
has placed a higher priority on military security even
before Sept.11. It also has a stronger tendency to be
unilateral and not value multilateral institutions or
organizations like the United Nations or World Trade
Organization as much as the Clinton administration did.
In domestic policy, there is a tendency in the Bush
administration to rely more on market forces, to focus
on business, on tax cuts, on the supply side, and a
general reduction in the role of government. Mr.
Bush and his team went into office criticizing the
previous administration for relying too much on
government. But after Sept.11, there has been a
change of mood in the United States of the public
expecting the government to do certain things such
as provide for homeland security or ensuring safety
on airplanes.

Because this is an administration where the
president delegates more to his cabinet and
subcabinet officials than did Mr. Clinton, it is
important to understand the policies of senior
administration officials — whether it’s Vice President
Dick Cheney, Secretary of Defense Donald Rumsfeld,
Secretary of State Colin Powell, National Security
Adviser Condoleezza Rice, Deputy Defense Secretary
Paul Wolfowitz, Deputy Secretary of State Richard
Armitage, Assistant Secretary of State for East Asian
and Pacific Affairs Jim Kelly, until recently the head of
the Asia Division of the National Security Council
Torkel Patterson, or National Security Council Asia
Officer Michael Green. All of these people except for
Green have worked for previous administrations,
primarily the Reagan and Bush administrations, some
even in the Nixon and Ford administrations, but most
of them have background in security and military
issues. Among Bush administration officials who do
have business experience, they tend to be more in
what might be called the “old economy” like oil or
energy, as in the case of the Secretary of Treasury or
Secretary of Commerce, rather than “new economy”
industries such as telecom and financial services.

On economic issues related to Japan, there is a
new bilateral initiative underway named the “U.S.-
Japan Partnership for Growth.” This initiative has
macro-economic, structural, and micro-economic
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elements. There seem to be some difference within
the administration about to what extent the U.S.
government ought to express its concerns and
propose solutions to Japan’s economic problems,
including in particular the issue of non-performing
loans. About a week ago, | attended a small
breakfast meeting with Secretary of Treasury O’Neill
when he was in Japan. It was clear that he has a real
concern for the issue of non-performing loans in
Japan as well as the weakening of the yen. But
Lawrence Lindsey, head of the National Economic
Council and chief economic advisor to President Bush,
seems to take the view that market forces should
take their course and that the U.S. government should
not be expressing its prescriptions publicly or privately
to the Japanese government about what needs to be
done.

I have much more | could say, but since I'm
running out of time | will move to what | perceive to
be a growing gap between the two countries in
certain areas of the U.S.-Japan relationship. First, on
security issues the Japanese and U.S. governments
have engaged in close coordination and cooperation,
especially between the Japanese Foreign Ministry and
Defense Agency and their counterparts in the United
States, particularly the State Department, Defense
Department, and National Security Council. However,
if the U.S. administration decides to expand its anti-
terrorism military operations to Somalia, Iraq, or Iran, |
would expect significant differences to emerge
between the two governments. This gap would
become even larger between the Japanese public on
the one hand and the U.S. and Japanese
governments on the other. My sense is that even
regarding the current campaign in Afghanistan, there
is some difference between the degree of support for
the United States on the part of the Japanese
government versus the Japanese public, who have
more skepticism or even opposition to U.S. policy.
When Japanese government and business leaders go
to the United States, their counterparts often tend to
be Republican business people and government
officials in New York City and Washington, D.C., and
therefore the Japanese visitors often get the
impression that the U.S. is quite solid in its support
for the administration’s policies. But in fact, there is
more diversity of views within the United States.
Clearly, there is support for the need to defend the
United States and to pursue those responsible for the
terrorist attacks of Sept.11. However, within not only
the academic community but the journalistic
community and among a significant sector of public
opinion, there is skepticism about the Bush
administration’s  foreign  policies generally but
especially about the current activities in Afghanistan
and the wisdom of expanding military activities to
other regions. Such an expansion could lead to
serious foreign policy debates within the United
States.

One of the concerns that has already been
expressed in the United States is the mass media’s
exercise of self-censorship not to allow criticism of
the administration’s domestic and foreign policies in
the aftermath of Sept.11. One additional concern
about U.S.-Japan relations was expressed in an article
in this morning’s Nihon Keizai Shimbun by Tamura
Hideo, who used to be an economic reporter in
Washington, D.C., for Nihon Keizai Shimbun when |
was at USTR back in the 1980’s. He wrote in the
article that the departure of Torkel Patterson from the
National Security Council last week was an indication
of the growing difference of views within the Bush
administration regarding the emphasis that should be
put on China versus Japan. Tamura believes that
Torkel's departure is a reflection of the administration
tending to put more weight on China and that those
within the administration who are considered *“chi-
Nichi-ha (0 0O O),” or knowledgeable about Japan, are
increasingly in the minority and being overwhelmed
by those who emphasize the importance of China.
The article may be somewhat exaggerated, but | think
it contains some element of truth. Not only in the U.
S. government, but also in the business community,
there is growing frustration about the continued
economic stagnation in Japan and the lack of progress
in reforming Japan despite the Koizumi cabinet having
been in office since April 26 of last year. This is
causing an increasing number of Americans to look
away from Japan and to look especially to China as
the place in Asia for the United States to put its
attention, personnel, and resources. In my own
experience as well, | see that the continued
stagnation in Japan is causing many in Silicon Valley
to give up on Japan and to see China as the future
opportunity in Asia for growth and business.

Fifteen years ago, or even ten years ago, when |
was in the U.S. government, Americans thought that
Japan was too powerful economically. Now the view
is that Japan is too weak economically, and that
unless Japan takes actions to revive its economy, the
world will suffer. | will leave you with just one quote
which dramatically reflects this mood. Last year, |
attended a small lunch in Tokyo with a former Clinton
administration cabinet member who dealt with
economic issues. In this private lunch meeting with
about ten senior Japanese business executives, he
spoke about prospects for the U.S. economy. After
his talk, he was asked by one of the Japanese
participants. “How do you and other Americans
currently view the situation in Japan?” He responded,
“When | joined the Clinton administration in 1993, we
looked at Japan as powerful economic rival. Now,
however, | would say that most Americans look at
Japan with a certain sense of pity.” This is
unfortunately reflective of the view of many
Americans as well as others around the world. When
| repeated this story at dinner the other night, a
Japanese government official told me, “That’s fine.




We don’t mind Americans looking at Japan with pity
because that means the United States won’t bother
us.” Perhaps. But | don’t believe this is a very
healthy situation.

Let me conclude my comments here. | would be

happy to try to answer any questions you might have
about my presentation. Thank you very much.
(President & CEO Cadence Design Systems, Japan
Former President, American Chamber of Commerce in
Japan)
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Economic Changes : Maruyama Makoto

Economic Activities rely on the metabolism between human beings and nature, the metabolism through which
human beings acquire energy and resources and get rid of the waste. Human economy is sustainable as long as it
remains within the limits of global ecology. During the past decade, however, it has become growing concern
whether the global economy might have already surpassed the ecological capacity.

According to the ecological footprint analysis, which estimates the area of the land and sea indispensable to
sustain human economy, we need the area that is 1.3 times larger than the available land and sea on the earth to
sustain global economy. This suggests that we must change the direction of economic activities to reduce the
consumption of natural resources.

In theory, the circulation of money is followed by the counter-circulation of commodities. However, from the
material point of view, the commodity circulation does not necessarily accord with the material flow in the
metabolism. On the contrary, the majority of the material flow is irreversible. This means that much of the waste that
is produced by human economic activities will not return to the nature in order to be converted to useful resources.

In order to acquire ecologically sustainable economies, the commaodity-flow must be more closely connected to
the material flow of the living nature. And, in order to realize such a connection, the activity of recovering the already
destroyed eco-system must be included in the human economy. Also, the reduction of the energy for the
transportation is required. This suggests that the redistribution of resources must be more localized.

Such an alternative might be less efficient from the viewpoint of market solution. Nevertheless, it could be viable
when the non-market solution would be taken into account. If the people in a certain local society have their own
currency, which would not be convertible with money, they could use such local currency to recycle local resources
without depending on markets. Reducing the size of global economy whereas enriching the interdependence of local
economy and local resources must be therefore the prerequisite to solve the environmental issues in the Asia-Pacific
region.
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“You do not need to leave your room. Remain
sitting at your table and listen. Do not even listen,
simply wait. Do not even wait, be quite still and
solitary. The world will freely offer itself to you to be
unmasked. It has no choice, it will roll in ecstasy at
your feet.”
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Monkey King in Chinatown : Cultural Transformation in Maxine Hong Kingston's Tripmaster

Monkey : His Fake Book

Oo00o000oooooog
Cultural Encounters and Exchanges : Sugiyama Naoko

Maxine Hong Kingston, In her novel Tripmaster Monkey : His Fake Book, deals with the concept of gender and
ethnic identity of Chinese American women as she did in her memoirs, the Woman Warrior and China Men.
Challenging the criticism that her work distorts the authentic Chinese tradition, Kingston uses such Chinese classics
as the Water Margins, the Romance of the Three Kingdoms, and Journey to the West, that are generally considered
male-centered, and uses the narrative technique of “maternal discourse” in order to deconstruct the ahistorical and
static concept of “authentic” Chinese or Chinese American cultural tradition.

Tripmaster presents Wittman Ah Sing, a young poet and a recent Berkeley graduate, and “the present-day U.S.A.
incarnation of the King of the Monkeys™ in the 1960s, as a protagonist. He writes and successfully produces the play
based on the three Chinese classics, involving people of various cultural backgrounds around him. While Wittman is
sometimes arrogant and male centered, his use of the Chinese classics emphasizes strong women characters,
gender equality, friendship, and pacifism.

The maternal characters, such as Wittman’s mother and his grandmother, are non-stereotypical and are given
their own voices, which inspire and support Wittman’s multi-cultural project. The narrator of the novel as a whole,
moreover, is modeled after Kuan-Yin, the omnipresent maternal deity of Journey to the West, who plans and
supervises the whole journey in search of enlightenment.

Kingston’s use of the Chinese classics, which is a legitimate interpretation rather than distortion, along with her
narrative strategy of maternal discourse both as the plot and as the framework of the novel, successfully represents a
cultural transformation, in which the subject can be flexible and tolerant toward diversity without losing its own voice.
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Asia Pacific Regionalism and Japan / Australia's Voyages in Search for Their ‘Region’

O0ooooong
General Administration and Research : Oba Mie

The ‘region’ rests on the perception and inter-subjective understanding. The ‘Asia Pacific’ region is not the
exception. This vague term binds the huge geographic area around/in the Pacific Ocean and part of Asia into one
‘region’. Many types of ‘Asia Pacific’ regional concepts have been proposed with the ideas/plans of regional
cooperation after the end of the World War Il mainly by Japanese and Australian policy-makers and intellectuals.

Both Japan and Australia are located in the peripheral position in such groups and regions as Western developed
nations, Asia, British Commonwealth, and Europe. Policy-makers and intellectuals felt their own countries’ alienation
and unstable identities in international society. Consequently they sought for their own ‘region’, with which they
could identify themselves stably as core members. They had defined/redefined such regions using the term ‘Asia
Pacific’ so as to promote regional cooperation and strengthen regional linkage. In other words, they looked for a new
‘we’ while defining ‘others’. Their voyages in search for their own ‘region’ developed the history of Asia Pacific’
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regionalism that was so various.

The establishment of the Asia Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) in 1989 was an epoch-making event. It was
the first step for ‘Asia Pacific’ regional concept to become a genuine ‘region’ based on common understanding.
During 1990s, a new regional concept, ‘East Asia’, appeared and the framework of regional cooperation in East Asia
has been rapidly institutionalized as a form of ‘ASEAN plus 3 ’especially after the latter half of 1990s while the APEC
process stagnated. The ‘East Asia’ includes Japan and excludes Australia. The voyages of both two countries have
not finished yet. They will continue until they find some stable region they are satisfied with.
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For five days in Jduly, OI11],
the small Baltic harbour town
of Wieck was the picturesque
port of call for a group of
some [ scholars gathered
to take part in the symposium
Sea Changes: Historicizing
the Ocean, cOO0O00 cOOm.”
From Japan, Professor Yasuo
Endo and | were lucky enough
to have been invited by the
German organizers to attend
and present papers related to
our work for the research
project.

The symposium began on the
evening of Thursday July [(11th,
with an opening ceremony in
the impressive Baroque Hall
of the ErnstO MoritzO Arndt
Universitat Greifswald (founded
in OI1J), where the dignity
of the historic surroundings
contrasted stirringly with the
energy of the keynote speaker,
Marcus Rediker. Prof. Rediker
gave the meeting an irresistibly
upbeat opening with his
dramatic presentation on“ The
Red Atlantic.” At the reception
which followed, held at the
University Boathouse in Wieck,
the welcoming speeches,
food, and atmosphere all
promised a symposium of
unusual academic energy and
collegiality, a promise that
was more than fulfilled .
With participants coming from
Europe, America, Asia, and
Australia, and papers pre-
sented on topics as varied as
'Globalisation, Maritime Raiding,
and Ethnicity,’ 'Sea Music and
Ideology,’” and 'Slavery," the
gathering represented the
crossing not only of several
literal oceans but also many
disciplinary boundaries.

Friday July (Ost, the second
day of the meeting, began with
a session on “ open” and
closed” seas which included
papers on maritime law and on
the relation of the ocean to

concepts of internationalization.

What was to become one of
the key elements in the
success of this retreatld
style  symposium became
immediately evident: as there
were no concurrent sessions,
all the participants heard
all the papers, and the
conversation was able to flow
seamlessly from one session
to the next. Themes developed,
discussion continued, and a
sense of shared purpose
began to build as the days
progressed. This sense that
the group was building a
consensus framework for
dialogue and future research
was confirmed in the second
session of the symposium,
which focused on issues of
maritime orientation, mapping,
and description. At [1J:[11, the
group broke for lunchO but with
the non0O German speakers
rather obviously at sea”
among Wieck's excellent fish
restaurants, it soon became
clear that Ilunch and dinner
groups were going to be made
up at least partly on the
basis of a sharing out of the
German [0 speakers amongst
the hungry participants .
Mealtimes thus happily
became opportunities for
impromptu groups of col-
leagues to share venues and
menus. In this way, also,
discussion and argument
continued energetically through-
out the day.

“

On Friday afternoon we
turned to the topic of “ the
Pacific,” with a panel of seven
papers, a comment session,
and then a lively fulld group
discussion. Rod Edmond spoke
on* Discourses of the Pacific,”
Jim Warren and Vanessa
Smith presented papers on
interethnic and intercultural
contact in the Pacific, and then
Yasuo Endo spoke on “ The
Concept of the Pacific Ocean
in Japan, (I1TOOOTT1." | had the
difficult task of following this

presentation, with a paper on
popular American versions of
the story of the Perry
Expedition to Japan in the
(I10s, and then two European
scholars spoke on topics
related to German interests
and experiences in Samoa and
the South Seas. The panel
discussion was led by Peter
Hulme, of Essex University
(UK). After dinner, the group
reconvened for a *“ critical
screening” of the Hollywood
movie Amistad, which provoked
an extremely lively O even
heated O discussion of its
treatment of issues of slavery
and the middle passage.

Papers in the morning of
Saturday July [(TInd all focused
on Shipboard Life, and included
papers on “ Non0O European
Seamen in Western Ships of
Exploration and Commerce”
(David Chappell, Hawai'i) and
“ Sea Music Ideology: Free-
dom and Independence vs.
Obedience and  Captivity ”
(Guido Bimberg, Herdecke).
The afternoon, most wonder-
fully, was spent with the group
taking over two traditional
sailboats and sailing out into
Greifswald Bay, where we
hauled sails up and down,
waved at passing boats, ate
sandwiches, shared a couple of
crates of beer, and continued
the discussion while drinking in
the sea air. Perhaps it was
during the relaxed time on
board ship that Prof. Endo was
able to persuade Prof. Rediker
to visit CPAS the following
year, where he gave another of
his famously stirring lectures.

Sunday's papers turned to
the topics of"“ Literature and
the Sea,”* [(th Century Trade,
Myth and History,” and“ Lost
at Sea.” Finally, Peter Hulme
brought the academic pro-
ceedings to an exciting
conclusion with his keynote
address “ Cast Away: the
Uttermost Parts of the Earth,”
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and the conference closed
with a rousing Farewell Party,
at which we celebrated the
achievements of the organizers,
Gesa Mackenthun of the
University of Greifswald and
Bernhard Klein of the
University of Dortmund, and
promised to try to meet again
at some future* Sea Changes”
symposium. Like crewmembers
who had shared some oceanic
voyage full of crosscurrents,
unexpected landfalls, adven-
ture and exploration, the fifty or
so scholars who had met at
the launching ceremony in
Greifswald's Baroque Hall on
the Thursday finally marked the
end of their voyage in the
Wieck Boathouse on the
Sunday night. On the morning
of Monday the [(Jth, with many
happy memories and greatly
renewed academic energy, we
split up and set off once
more for home destinations
worldwide.
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