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This project will perform a comprehensive
analysis of domestic interests and
opinions in the United States regarding
the development of regional cooperation
in the Asia-Pacific region in the 1980s
and 1990s, and provide an indication of
trends to come in the 21st century.

An even further increase in the consolidation of
various regions is anticipated in the world of the 21st
century. The United States, which has been in the past
home to many immigrants from Europe, has until recently
been oriented towards “European communities” such as
NATO. However, in recent years, due to the growing
and inwardly-focused consolidation of the European
Union, the United States has strengthened its
cooperative ties with other American nations, as in the
North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA), while, at
the same time, it has played a major role in the Asia-
Pacific Economic Cooperation Conference (APEC), which
it took part in founding in 1989. On the other hand, since
the end of the U.S.-Soviet Cold War, there has been an
inward-looking trend in the United States, with many
calling for a reduced emphasis on foreign affairs, and it is
unclear in which direction the United States will proceed
in the 21st Century.

In this context, the research project will first
systematically collect materials for a database tracing the
reactions of organizations and individuals in the United
States vis-a-vis structural change in the Asia-Pacific
region in the 1980s and 1990s and the accompanying
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increase in regional cooperation. In analyzing the
decision-making process of the United States, it is
indispensable not only to examine the actions of the
executive and legislative branches of the federal
government, but also to take into account the activities of
various pressure groups (economic organizations, etc.),
think tanks, the mass media, and public opinion. For this
reason, the project will dedicate itself to systematically
collecting materials relating to the executive and
legislative branches of government, the reports and
proceedings of pressure groups and think tanks, media
reports, and surveys by public opinion organizations.

Regional cooperation in the Asia-Pacific area takes
place within many dimensions, some of which have
shown remarkable progress, while progress has been
delayed in others. Moreover, it must not be forgotten that
there are a number of “walls” making cooperation difficult
in this region. There is the North-South “wall” dividing
former colonizers from the colonized and the rich from
the poor, while there is also the East-West “wall,” based
on differences in political systems. We must not overlook
the “wall of civilizations” between “East” and “West,” or
the “wall of race.” As a result, multidimensional and
interrelated research is essential to analyze trends in
regional cooperation in the Asia-Pacific region. Thus, as
a second step, the project will organize itself into six
research teams; political science and foreign relations,
security, economics, society, culture and the
environment, in order to facilitate comprehensive
research.

Third, in order to analyze U.S. reactions toward
regional cooperation in the Asia-Pacific region, it is
necessary to focus on the interests and opinions of both
organizations and individuals. While the increase in trade
and investment has led to closer relations with the
region, the United States still has a strong tendency
toward a “Western” consciousness among the general
public, and thus a certain dissonance has appeared, as
can be seen in the recent fierce debate over
“multiculturalism.” Furthermore, while seeking to
explicate the interrelationships between interests and
opinions, the project will also cover such areas as the
environment and technology, in which cooperation with
the natural sciences is possible.

Fourth, previous related research in Japan has been
overwhelmingly dominated by bilateral studies of topics
such as Japan-U.S. or U.S.-China relations, but in this
project, bilateral relations themselves will be placed in the
regional context of the Asia-Pacific. It will also be
important to keep in mind that domestic differences
among the East, West and South exist within the United
States.

To accomplish the goals stated above, the project
will first take the initiative in forming networks with Asia-
Pacific research institutes in the United States and in
constructing databases of relevant information. Then, by
discussing and evaluating the results of the project’s
analysis through international conferences and symposia,
participants will be able to move towards predicting the
developments which will take place in the United States
in the early 21st century, and also become able to
contribute to debates concerning the direction in which
Japan itself should proceed.
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The application for the project “A Comprehensive
Study of the Role Played by the United States in
Structural Change in the Asia-Pacific Region” was
primarily planned by members of the Center for American
Studies belonging to the Graduate School of Arts and
Sciences of the University of Tokyo. It has taken the form
of an “interdisciplinary studies” project with participation
of researchers from other universities as well as our own
staff from other departments.

The funding by the Ministry of Education for large-
scale research projects referred to as “Priority Areas A
and B” tends to be focused on areas other than the
humanities and social sciences. In Priority Area B, only
two out of 20 applications were accepted in the field of
humanities and social sciences, including our own, while
in Area A only one out of seven was accepted. Under
such conditions, it is critical for us to produce successful
results. The duration of the funding is three years, with a
possible extension of two more years. Your support is
essential to the success of this project.

The current world is said to be confronting “the
greatest transition period in a hundred years.” The basic
objective of this study is to investigate the fundamental
character of structural change between the U.S. and the
Asia-Pacific region from six disciplinary perspectives—
foreign relations and political science; security issues;
economic changes; information and social changes;
cultural exchange; ecological and environmental
protection. The focus will not simply be on one nation
(the United States) or one region (Asia-Pacific) but also
on a more global perspective that links all the areas
under consideration. Although this research will primarily
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focus on the analysis of the 1980s and 1990s, it will be
necessary to tie in with historical studies so that the
historical nature of the current structural change can be
understood. We will emphasize an interdisciplinary
approach to create a model for structural changes that
may be utilized for future analyses.

“Regional integration” is one of the most significant
developments the world is experiencing today. However,
efforts to integrate the Asia-Pacific region are facing
some major obstacles, such as the gap between the
North and South caused by differences in the stages of
economic development; the tension between East and
West arising from differences in political systems; and
tensions within the North caused by economic
competition. In addition, as was stressed in The Clash
of Civilizations, the tension between races and
civilizations is an important factor for investigation. The
central theme of this project, therefore, is to explore how
regional integration can be realized by overcoming these
barriers and what kind of role the U.S. will play in that
process.

gooopooobooooooboo

0. The Premise of the Project
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When analyzing the structural changes taking place
in the U.S. and the Asia-Pacific region, it is important to
bear in mind overall global conditions, including the
following factors. First, an analysis of the significance of
the international division of labor resulting from the
ongoing global economic restructuring will be necessary.
We need to consider the significance of the development
of NIES nations. We also need to investigate how
developed countries have responded to this by “post-
manufacturing” and strengthening the “service
economy,” particularly after the ‘73 Oil Shock. It is also
necessary to investigate the revolutionary effects of the
development and advancement of the
telecommunications system that have become more and
more conspicuous since the 1980s.

Second, it is important to analyze the character of
the post-Cold War international political system after the
dissolution of the Soviet Union in 1991. Military power
has become increasingly concentrated in the United
States while economic power has been dispersed and
diversified with the development of such regions as the
EU. In addition, while the growing tendency of
globalization urges the liberalization of trade, finances,
and the market, we also see a formation of various
nationalistic forces in response to such a trend.
Furthermore, the potency of international organizations
such as the WTO (which was set up following the ‘94
Uruguay Round Agreement to arbitrate international
trade wars) to negotiate international disputes—
sometimes against the will of the United States—
provides an interesting area for our research.

Third, we must remember the various drives for
regional integration that are taking place simultaneously
with various regional confrontations. We need to explore
how the strengthened solidarity of the former EC—now
the EU after the ‘92 Maastricht Treaty—and its plans to
integrate its currency will affect other regions. Moreover,
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in the western hemisphere, the North American Free
Trade Agreement was ratified in 1994. In the Asia-Pacific
region, APEC was established in 1989, and since 1993
summit meetings have been held to strengthen the ties
among the member nations. The extent of regional
integration will surely increase in the next century, but the
important question is whether this trend will intensify
regional confrontations or, rather, serve to further the
trend fowards global liberalization by encouraging the so-
called “Open Regionalism.”
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Aside from considering the global conditions of
recent structural changes, we need to analyze the
significance of the structural changes within the Asia-
Pacific region itself. It is essential to analyze the general
contours of the relationship between the United States
and Japan that include both confrontation and
cooperation. In particular, the issues of trade and
economic policies as well as security issues are
important. It is also necessary to note here that the
economic friction between the two nations is a global
issue in the sense that the two countries have resorted to
the use of international organizations such as the WTO to
arbitrate the disputes. Japan has also been pushed to
“liberalize” its market by following the path of the
“Economic Big Bang” and “globalization.”

In the case of the Asia-Pacific region, the direction of
the relations among the three great powers—the U.S.,
Japan and China—is important. In recent years, the
three have been involved in complex relationships that
resemble a see-saw. Whenever U.S.-China relations
became favorable, Japan-China relations tended to
become more confrontational in nature. We must
investigate what kind of effect the U.S.-China relationship
after Tienanmen Square has had on the Japan-China
relationship.

How the APEC nations will respond to the
relationship among these three nations is also an
important subject for our investigation. While some
ASEAN nations have attempted to benefit from the
weakening of the tensions among the three powers, at
the same time, nations such as Malaysia support the
idea of pushing regional integration through the EAEC,
which excludes the United States. We must be attentive
to the future direction of the region.

In the case of the Asia-Pacific region, the
international movement of labor within the region
connected to worldwide economic restructuring has
been becoming quite conspicuous in recent years. An
analysis of its effects is another interesting subject of
research. We need to study the issues of America’s
“Asia-Pacific immigrants,” Japan’s “foreign workers,” and
Australia’s abandonment of “White Australia” as issues
that are interrelated.

g.0obooooon

0. Structural Change in the U.S.
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Our last task is to determine how we can analyze
structural change in the U.S. itself. First of all, we need
to analyze the duality of American foreign policy. On the
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one hand, since the Cold War the U.S. has solidified its
military superiority. At the same time, however, it now
tends to view international involvement as something of a
burden and is taking a rather “isolationist” stance. Also,
even if it were to continue its international involvement,
whether the U.S. would cooperate with other
international organizations or unilaterally act on its own
would remain an issue.

Next, it is necessary to analyze the nature of
American economic restructuring and various
technological innovations that started in the 70s, and the
economic revitalization that took place in the 90s. We
should consider how this will affect the world economy.
Will the free trade principle be maintained or not? It is
necessary to note the various regional and class
differences that are behind the current debate between
the protectionists and free-traders.

The basic direction in which the U.S. is heading in
terms of regional cooperation remains unclear.
Traditionally, the U.S. has always been an Atlantic Union.
It has been a nation that identified itself with the Western
world. However, in recent years the U.S. has also
confronted the EU by signing the NAFTA and
cooperating with the APEC nations. Of these two
options which is to become the mainstream?

The demographic composition of the U.S. has been
shifting rapidly, with an explosive growth of Hispanic and
Asia-Pacific immigrants. By the mid-21st century the
percentage of the white population is predicted to fall
below 50 percent of the total. So it is important to observe such
demographic changes. Furthermore, it is necessary to
explore from a variety of perspectives how such changes
will affect American society and people.

Lastly, we must investigate how this population shift
will affect the fundamental characteristics of America’s
national integration. To do so, we must pay close
attention to the current intense debates over
“multiculturalism.”
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There are other significant points for investigation
besides the ones | have mentioned above, and, in
addition, the ones already mentioned can be studied
from many different angles. | hope our collaborative
methodology will enrich and diversify the approaches
taken for this project. Each research section will primarily
focus on its own subject, but it is also important to
remember that this is an “interdisciplinary” project. In
that respect, the General Meeting that will be held twice
a year will be a site where different research sections
exchange their ideas and opinions. Also, in the third and
fifth years we plan to hold international conferences to
exchange information with scholars from abroad.

We are planning to set up a network server within
the Center for American Studies at the University of
Tokyo in order to launch our own web site. Various
kinds of information regarding the project will be included
on our web site. The results of our research will be
published in reports and books in the future. The
members of the project are strongly encouraged to
actively participate in various research endeavors and
cooperate with each other in order to make this project a
success. Thank you.
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Project Objectives and Preliminary Evaluations
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Political Science and Foreign Relations: Igarashi Takeshi
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Since the 1980s, American foreign policy has begun
to follow a new direction by increasingly strengthening its
ties with nations in the western hemisphere and Asia-
Pacific region. We will analyze America’s Asia-Pacific
policies comprehensively and explore the direction of
American foreign policy in the twenty-first century. We
will clarify the historical characteristics of American
foreign policy and then investigate its characteristics in
the Asia-Pacific region by comparing it with American
foreign policy towards Europe and the western
hemisphere. In particular, we will analyze the significance
of America’s participation in and relationship with APEC,
a subject that has not been studied comprehensively in
the past. We will pay attention to domestic issues such
as the existence of immigrants, lobbying groups, and
various regional groups that affect America’s foreign
policy.

American domestic policy has become rather
haphazard since 1994, when the Republicans gained the
majority in the Congress. Moreover, as in the case of Bill
Clinton, there are chances in the future that state
governors may be elected to the presidency. In such a
case, it may take some time for the president to become
used to foreign policy, thereby making it rather unstable.
Our research will not so much focus on superficial
movements in an impressionistic manner as explore the
fundamental structure of American politics and foreign

policy.
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Security Issues: Yamamoto Yoshinobu
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Our group will study Asia-Pacific security
arrangements and the role played in them by the United
States from multiple perspectives, while trying to build a
network with Asia-Pacific research institutions including
those in the United States. By doing so, we hope to
collect and accumulate data and materials pertaining to
American policies and the Asia-Pacific security
framework. More concretely, the basic first purpose of
our research will be geared toward the comparison of the
Cold War period and the post-Cold War period regarding
U.S. security policies and the Asia-Pacific security
framework. Another direction is to view security from a
broader perspective to include not only military security
but also economic and human security. The third is to
consider the issue within the wide region of the Asia-
Pacific, including East Asia, Southeast Asia, Russia,
Australia, New Zealand, the United States, Canada,
Mexico, Chile and so forth. The fourth purpose is to pay
balanced attention to the United States and other
countries in the Asia-Pacific region. To be more specific,
the tentative research subjects of the research
participants are as follows: “Formulation of U.S. Security
Policy and the Asia-Pacific: World Image, Politics &
Policy” (Yamamoto); “U.S. Security Policy” (Umemoto);
“Northeast Asian Security and the U.S.” (Tanaka); “U.S.
Security Interests and Southeast Asia” (Yamakage); “U.S.
Security and Latin America” (Tsunekawa); “U.S. Security
Interests and U.S.-Japan Relations from the Perspective
of Economic Security” (Kojo); and “Asia-Pacific and
Australia (Kibata).

The research subjects are structured in such a way
that each participant deals with the relationship between
the United States on the one hand and the region of their
specialty on the other. As the research progresses, we
will develop a more sophisticated framework which
provides an organic relationship among different research
subjects. If necessary, we will invite researchers from
outside our group to deliver talks in our seminars and
may even ask some of them to become our collaborators.
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Economic Changes: Shibuya Hiroshi
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Our study consists of three parts. Part | is entitled
“The History and Structure of the U.S. Economy.” Part |l
is “Pax Americana and The American Welfare State
System.” Part lll is “International Economic Activity and
Its Impact On East Asia.” Put simply, we will extract the
structural characteristics and logic of the American
economic system in Part | and Il. In Part Ill, we will
explore its effects on East Asia. In turn, we will try to re-
apply what we have learned in the cases of East Asia to
the analysis of American economy.

In Part I, we will analyze joint-stock enterprises,
labor relations, financial structure, information and
technology, and the overall macro structures, to
understand the mechanisms and the logic of the
capitalist market economy in the U.S. Today, an
American-style “globalization” seems to be taking place.
But as we consider the structural characteristics that
were formed historically by the American economic
system to have conditioned the impact of the American
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economy on the world, we will not elaborate on short-
term issues such as changes in the economic cycle and
qualitative differences among industries. Rather, we will
focus on long-term issues—perhaps going back 100
years—to analyze the more basic structure and logic of
the American economy.

In Part Il, we will examine the framework that
supports the capitalist market economy of contemporary
America. The political sector of America has played a
leading role in maintaining the postwar “Pax Americana,”
which has served as the framework of the world market.
At the same time, domestically it has established the
American-style welfare state system. To investigate the
latter issue, we will analyze pensions, medical services,
welfare, education, and housing.

In Part Ill, we will study how the structural
characteristics and logic of America’s domestic
economic system (analyzed in Part | and Il) have been
accepted by or forced on to East Asia.

We do not plan to discuss the East Asian economy
comprehensively in Part lll. Rather, we hope to survey
the trade structure and international finance between the
U.S. and Asia based on the results from Part | and II.
After that, we will also investigate the impact of the
United States on corporate restructuring in China, high-
tech industries in Japan and Korea, direct and indirect
investments to Japan, and the East Asian currency crisis.
We will explore how the American structure and logic
condition the above-mentioned issues. Finally, we will
consider the fundamental significance of U.S.-Asia
relations by comparing them with U.S.-European
relations.
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Information and Social Changes: Shoji Kokichi
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The Information and Social Changes Group will
analyze contemporary American society and its effects
on the Asia-Pacific region from the perspective of
changes brought about by the information society.

During the 1970s, the U.S. lost the war in Vietham,
its economy became stagnant, and its social mood was
far from upbeat. The Republican Administration of the
80s worried many in the world with its strong anti-Soviet
stance, best represented by SDI, but, at the same time, it
also managed to accumulate wealth by enabling America
to dominate the global financial world. In the 90s, since
the end of the Cold War, the Democratic Administration
has re-established the nation as the most powerful
society in the world. During this period, the information
network has become the most critical factor.

At the same time, changes in American class
structure have been taking place. It is becoming shaped
more like an “hourglass,” larger at the top and the
bottom. More careful analysis of this new structure is
necessary. In addition, it is important to study whether
the so-called information highway and networks, which, it
was assumed, would deter social inequalities, are
actually working as originally intended.
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With all this in mind, we must consider the effects of
the economic and information society, dominated by the
United States, on the Asia-Pacific region. The history of
Americanization among the nations in this region goes
back a long way. But what are the effects of the new
information society on the continuing Americanization of
their societies? Can we find something other than
Americanization from the changes brought about by the
new information? Are there new ways of creating social
changes? We will take a flexible approach towards this
issue in order to grasp the whole picture.

We would like to expand our scope from studying
the Americanization of Japan to studying the effects on
East Asian and Southeast Asian societies. Given the
multilingual and multicultural conditions of those
societies, we expect to find factors and influences that
are quite different from those of Japan, which is relatively
homogenous.
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Cultural Encounters and Exchanges: Takita Yoshiko
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The Cultural Encounters and Exchanges group has
four general objectives. However, it should be noted in
the beginning that “culture” in itself involves such a wide
range of issues that there are necessarily a wide variety
of perspectives involved, including everything from the
study of social phenomena to the arts and literature. The
analysis of such different perspectives itself could be an
important theme for research. Emily Rosenberg wrote in
her book Spreading the American Dream of how
American culture came to dominate the world. In one
passage, she discussed the significance of American
films by indicating how “silent” films spread throughout
the world because they posed no language barriers. It
was an extremely interesting discussion but,
unfortunately, it was focused primarily on Europe and
very little on Japan. But it must be remembered that
American films had a great impact on Japan. One only
needs to remember Tanizaki, who was very much
interested in Hollywood films. His novel Chijin No Ai was
influenced by them and produced a new social
phenomenon called “Naomism.” Meanwhile, the
“Mobos” and “Mogas” were seen in the streets of Ginza.
While remembering such a past, | want to further expand
this angle of approach and investigate what sort of things
were going on in other Asian countries.

So let me explain the four general objectives a little
more specifically. First is the study of the influence of
American culture. We discuss the impact of democracy,
a concept fundamentally related to the American Dream.
For example, during Japan’s Taisho Democracy, many
products of American mass culture were introduced. But
hardly any comprehensive research has been done that
explores the relationship between the introduction of
American mass culture and Japanese society and culture
during the Taisho era. Moreover, no one has
investigated how Japanese democracy was viewed in
the United States.

As for the significance of missionaries, scholars have
come to understand how American missionaries in China
influenced the eradication of the foot-binding custom.
Similarly, scholars are exploring how the missionaries
cast an influence upon Chinese culture, by their study of
female education and their various published materials.

13



14

gooboooooooooooooOoOobocOoboOoOoOooooo
oboobooooobbbbboooobobboooooobo
gobobobobooobooobobooooooOoooooooboo
ooooobomooobobooooooooo@moooo
gooooooooooooooboooomoooooo
goooooboboomoboooooooooboobooooboo
gooooobobOooODOObOOoOO0ocOoooOoObobooODOo
goooooooooooooooboooboooooDoo
0001900000000 0D0000DoO0ooDmo
gOooOopoooooOoooOooDObOoooDmooooo
goooOooOo0o0oooOoooooooooDoobooooDooo
oobooooooooooooooooocooooooa
goboooooomoooooooooboobooooooboo
goooooooooooboooobboboboboOooooo
gboooooooooooboooooobooooboooooo
oooooo

ooooboooooooobooooboooooooooo
oooooooobboooboooooobobobooomo
0019000000 M000000Do000ooooo0oo
goboooobobooooobooooDOObOO00OooODoDOo
000000000000 0000O0D00ooDooDoon
goboooOoboboooOooooooOoOObOOOboOOoO
oboobooobooooboooooooooooobooobonO
omooodbbooooocooooooooboboOooooboo
oooooboooboooooooooooooboOomo
oooooOooooOooooooooooOooooboooo
ooobooomoomoomooooooomooo
oooooboobooooo

oooooooomoooooooooobobooooo
ooooooooooooooDOOoOoOooooDoOoDboo
goooooomoobooobooooboooooooo
gobooooooooobooOooooboobo@mobooooo
gobooooomooooboooboooooooooooooo
ooooooooboooooooooooOobobooboOooo
ooooooooboooooooOoOOCoOoOoOooOObOoo
ooo

gooooboooboooooobooooboboooobobooooo
oomiooobooooooobooooboooboobooo
ooooooooOoobOoOooooOoooDbOooDO
mutualityD 0 0000000000000 O00000
goobobooboooooboboboooobmoboooboo
ooooooobooomooooooooooooooa
gooomoooooooomoooooooooobooo
oobooooooooooOoboOOoOoO@m@mOoboooooo
oobooooooooooOo@moooOooboOooOoboOoOoo
gooooooo

Our group will focus on Thai culture to study the
influence of missionaries on Northern Thailand. As for
films, fashion, music and other topics, we will trace the
post-world war[ process in which the American
“Blondie,” which greatly shocked the Japanese during
the occupation period by introducing American lifestyles,
was gradually succeeded by the more Japanese images
represented by Sazae san, particularly after the departure
of Douglas MacArthur. We will also research how
American rock music has changed Japanese popular
music and how it has been appropriated by Chinese
citizens protesting for democracy. Considering the
impact of the introduction of American urban culture and
consumerism in the 1920s and after the second world
war, | believe it would be extremely interesting to expand
the scope of our research to the entire Asian region.

| have discussed the issue of womanhood in a
rather abstract way but what | think we should pursue is
the investigation of whether American culture has ignited
a feminist movement in Asia. The women’s movement
has differed from country to country and we hope to
explore the relationship to American culture in each case.

The second objective is to consider how Asian
culture can change American culture. | would like to use
the phrase “New Orient” here. In the past, | have
investigated how Indian and Chinese thought influenced
the transcendentalists in the nineteenth century.
Scholars have studied the great impact of Zen Buddhism
upon the Beatniks in the twentieth century. | hope to
expand the focus by considering the influence of, say,
Kabuki and Noh plays. Lots of studies have been done
on Asian American immigration. Although these
immigrants have been regarded as a “silent minority,”
their literary and artistic works have recently been
drawing a lot of attention. How will they influence the
American mainstream culture? We will be focusing on
various Japanese, Chinese, Korean, and Vietnamese
writers and thinkers.

The third objective is the investigation of education.
How has the concept of American multicultural education
influenced Japan and other Asian countries, some of
which are quite multicultural? We will be doing some
actual field work on this matter. At the same time, how
have the elites of Asian countries, who have received
their education in the United States, influenced the
economies and culture of their own countries?

The fourth focus is on globalization and
Americanization. The word globalization or the phrase
“the making of a new culture” suggests the concept of
mutuality, in contrast to the word “Americanization,”
which implies a more one-directional concept. In today’s
global age, things that happen in the Asia Pacific region
or the United States are often shared instantaneously by
the whole world. How will a new culture be produced in
a situation like this? It’s likely to happen before long, but
at the same time it is rather difficult to make a precise
prediction. It is a challenge worth pursuing for any
scholar. We will be inviting other scholars to discuss
such issues in order to create a new intellectual
community.
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Ecology and Environmental Protection: Matsubara Nozomu
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The idea or practice of American environmental
policy has not always played the leading role in the world.
The Green Party in Germany, for example, has been
active for a long time, and the “Bad-Godesberg
Platform” was a path-breaking expression of European
ideas about environmental protection. European
environmental idealism seems to have more
philosophical depth than many of the American
environmental movements. As can be seen in the COP3
arrangement, some of the policies adopted in the United
States could even be labeled quite conservative.

However, as a whole, the United States has
historically played an important role in coping with
environmental problems on a global scale. There are
many figures and incidents that are noteworthy: John
Muir’s attempt to protect the Yosemite; the radical
movement of environmental protection groups such as
The Sierra Club; Rachel Carson’s shocking report, Silent
Spring; the enactment of The Clean Air Act, the
Environmental Impact Assessment, and Open
Information Act; the initiatives taken by the residents
(direct application of democracy); reviewing the Energy
Portfolio (nuclear power) ; problematizing the greenhouse
effect, the ozone hole, emission control; and the shock
once again triggered by Colborn’s Our Stolen Future. All
of these American environmental movements and
policies have affected many people in and out of
America. The U.S. has also played a leading role in the
world in coping with such issues as the prevention of
nuclear proliferation, which requires a close attention to
energy and environmental issues as well as complex
diplomatic negotiations. The current trend will no doubt
continue into the future.

Furthermore, behind all this is a characteristic trend
in promoting an interdisciplinary approach to the study of
“environmental risks” and linking it with actual policies
and social conditions.

Based on the understanding of such a premise, we
will pursue our research in the following areas:

A) American Environmental Movements and Policy Ideas
(Ishi & Matsubara)

B) Significant Characteristics of U.S. Environmental
Policy (Hosono & Kitamura)
i. General Features
ii. Legal Features
ii. Economic Features

C) Environmental and Energy Problems in America
(Komiyama)

D) Environmental Risk Studies in the U.S. (Shigemasu)

E) Forecasting the U.S. Environmental Policy: particularly
in relationship to Asia (ALL)
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“Reciprocity” in the field of Science and Technology: Kodama Fumio
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The term “Reciprocity” is often used in discussions
regarding the relations between U.S. and Japan. This
study will examine and analyze what this term means in
the field of Science and Technology. In this study, we
will focus on the dialog between the U.S. Science
Academy and the Industry-University Co-operation
Committee of the Japan Society for the Promotion of
Science (known as the No. 149 Committee of “Advanced
Technology and International Circumstances”) that has
been going on for the past fifteen years, since 1984.

The dialog originated from discussions between
American and Japanese members of the U.S. Science
Academy and Engineering Academy. Around 1983,
there were significant conflicts between the U.S. and
Japan in the field of advanced technology. A series of
discussions involving the Japanese and American
members were held to solve the conflicts. At the same
time, American and Japanese members of U.S.
Academies suggested that an equivalent group should
be organized in Japan to discuss issues with the
American group. They also requested that the Japanese
members should be able to influence policy in Japan by
expressing their opinions freely.

In those days, there was no equivalent of the
Engineering Academy in Japan. Therefore, the No. 149
Committee was set up in the Japan Society for the
Promotion of Science to meet the request of the U.S.
Academy. Soon after that, on the U.S. side, the
Committee on Japan was set up within the National
Research Council (NRC), consisting of Harold Brown (the
former Secretary of Defense) as the first Chairman, Frank
Press (President of NAS), R. M. White (President of NAE),
and other famous scholars and presidents of major
companies. The committee in Japan consisted of people
of equivalent status. The two committees held four
conferences, in the U.S. and Japan alternately. Let me
explain what sort of stance the U.S. took in discussing
“Reciprocity” in the field of Science and Technology.

At the first conference in 1985, there was
considerable misunderstanding of the Japanese situation
among the U.S. members. Remarks like these were
repeatedly heard: “Japanese universities employ no
Americans as full-professors,” “Results of research by
Japanese scholars, particularly in engineering, are
reported only in Japanese. English reports should be
given.” Japanese members responded: “Employment of
foreigners as full-professors was allowed by the law
passed in the Diet, but American professors would not
accept a Japanese salary”; “We studied English hard to
read research papers written in English. You should
study Japanese more to read those written in Japanese.”

At the second conference in 1986, based on the
results of the first conference, the U.S. committee made
the rather strange argument that “the percentages of
people in the world who use Japanese or English should
be reflected” in reporting the results of research. In the
course of the discussions, however, the U.S. committee
gradually changed its stance and offered a more
structured proposal. This led to its assertion that
“Symmetrical Access” rather than “Equal Access” should
be maintained. The conclusion was that “Japanese
universities openly report the results of their researches,
but Japanese companies tend to be closed.” At the
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same time, “American universities maintain a high-level of
research and accept many researchers from Japanese
companies. However, American scholars are little
interested in researching at Japanese universities, while
they are willing to work for Japanese companies. We
need Japanese companies to become more open.”

The concept of “Symmetrical Access” has been
accepted in the field of diplomacy. For example, the
Japan-U.S. Science and Technology Agreement, which
will expire in ten years, is under negotiation for extension
or renewal. One of the major issues is “symmetrical
access.” It is phrased as “comparable access” in the
English version of the Agreement and as “equitable
access” in Japanese. From the viewpoint of diplomacy,
“well-proportioned” seems to be more reasonable than
“symmetrical.”

Thus, the U.S. committee has intended to apply the
common concept of “reciprocity” in the field of Science
and Technology. But there remains the basic question of
whether or not the concept of “Reciprocity” found in the
discussion about trade between the U.S. and Japan
should be applied to discussion in the field of Science
and Technology. To deal effectively with this situation,
careful attention should be paid to setting the agenda of
the dialog between the U.S. and Japan. Therefore, the
No. 149 Committee of the Japan Society for the
Promotion of Science worked out a strategy for a dialog
between the U.S. and Japan which should be carried out
by comparing and contrasting the concepts of basic
issues in the field of Science and Technology through
referring to specific case studies. We will examine and
analyze how this strategy has been put into practice and
what influence it has given to U.S. policy-making toward
Japan. Such a study is apparently beyond the
framework of the traditional study of Science and
Technology. We will appreciate your cooperation in
making this approach more interdisciplinary.

gooubboobdd gd

Comments from the Evaluation Committee Member: Honma Nagayo
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This project is a large-scale project for one in the
humanities/social sciences. In the eyes of those who are
used to being involved in large projects, it may not seem
so significant in terms of budget. However, we must
recognize that this is a project on a grand scale and it is
extremely important for the future development of the
study of the United States and Pacific Rim areas.

Some years ago, | myself launched a project called
“A Study of the International Environment.” It was a fairly
large project for a study in social science. It involved
many researchers. | learned that people of different
backgrounds and disciplines tend to have different
expectations and opinions. In such an environment,
coordinating different views to tailor them to the goal of
the project is critical. It must be done well and
smoothly. Good coordination is essential to the success
of this project.
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This project is expected to last for three to five
years. It should be remembered here that the nature of
the subject matter chosen for study may undergo various
changes during the life of the project. For instance, we
are currently investigating the significance of a “twist”
between a Republican-led Congress and a Democratic
president. But this may change in the year 2000.
Although we are more or less assuming that Al Gore will
be the next U.S. president, we may be completely
wrong. Bill Bradley may win the election. The subjects
of this project are bound to change over time and this
makes it difficult and all the more challenging for us.

Some of you may have heard me saying this over
and over on different occasions. But let me reiterate
once again. Interdisciplinary projects are very difficult to
pursue, compared with multidisciplinary ones. The
current project would surely have been easier if you had
taken a multidisciplinary stance. Given the line-up of
first-rate scholars of many disciplines, this project would
no doubt have succeeded if a multidisciplinary approach
had been taken. However, there is no guarantee that an
“interdisciplinary” approach will be successful, regardless
of how many first-rate scholars you have, because it
requires the scholars to cross disciplines and collaborate
with those representing different backgrounds. This
project requires a “comprehensive” analysis of various
data. This is going to be a challenge. | hope you will live
up to the expectations in a responsible manner.

It is fine for each research section to be
independent. The question is, however, how well the
coordinating section can integrate the results of the many
different sections. The coordinating section has to do
more than mere administrative work. Of course,
administrative work is important, but it is much more
important to coordinate the results of various studies so
that a significant outcome can be produced for the
current project. The coordinating section has the most
important responsibility and its role is crucial for the
ultimate success of the project.

Someone said earlier that America could be divided
into the West and the East. But | think such a regional
division is too sketchy. One may say that California and
the rest of the West are wide apart and different. If you
are going to collect data on the U.S., it is important to
reconsider how the regions in the U.S. should be divided.

One more serious thing is that you are planning to
take on something very difficult, worded as “torendo wo
yosokusuru” (“making forecasts of the future trends”) in
the Statement of Purpose. In the English version of the
statement, the word “indications “ is used. Let me
remind you here it is a daring attempt to commit yourself
to forecasting “future trends .”

Dauntingly enough, this project will be a failure in the
end if the evaluation committee decides that the
“forecasts have been wrong or inappropriate.” Let’s be
realistic and say that “We expect to achieve this and
that.” Then we will say “This much has been achieved” in
the interim report after three years, which will be followed
by “Our objectives have been achieved” in the final report
after five years. In this manner, | think we would do well
to redefine the objectives of this project. Referring to
these objectives, the evaluation committee will be able to
see how much you have achieved. Considering that
individual researchers with such talents and expertise
have produced and are still producing significant results,
| suggest that the goals for this comprehensive project
be redefined again to be make it a little more realistic.
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Making a database is a good idea. It is perhaps too
early, however, to predict how such a database will be
utilized. Many problems need to be overcome. For
instance, who will be responsible for creating networks of
American research centers that study the Asia-Pacific
region? Although those who are devoted to studying
America may not be able to take advantage of the
networks if they had no prior experience of using such
networks, there are many who can utilize such networks.
Perhaps those who do not consider themselves students
of America can make better use of such networks. This
also shows the importance of coordination between the
Americanists and others.

The list of the participating members we have been
given today could be better, too. It should include such
additional information as each member’s expertise and
area of professional interest as well as studies they have
been engaged in in the past few years. The list should
also include the members’ names written in roman
characters.

Some of the studies in this project may entail going
back to the past so that long-term trends over the past
century or so can be observed. Such an analysis is not
insignificant. You could well go back farther than 100
years, even to “the beginning of the modern times.”
However, in the case of cultural studies, if you begin by
going all the way back to the “Taisho democracy” in
Japan, | am afraid, you may end up not covering the
structural changes in the 1980s and the 1990s.

You would do well to use more specific study
categories, such as “cultural contact,” “cultural fusion,”
and “cultural conflicts,” as well as “Americanization.”
And aside from “Americanization,” you should also
consider the significance of Japan being Japan, Korea
being Korea, and China being China.

| think you should not put too much weight on
historical studies. Don’t get me wrong. | am not saying
you should not do historical studies. For those of you
who have dedicated yourselves to the study of history,
historical aspects have produced significant works. But
you should remember that this study project focuses on
the 1980s and the 1990s and that it is intended to “make
forecasts of what is in store in the years and generations
to come.” You would do well to consider shifting your
historical focus for this project.
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